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Lebanon insists on land-ror-peace formula 

B ^ RU vi R li LebaDese Foreign Minister Fans Bouez 
said on Monday that pee talks with Israel cannot resume 

«c<5tOD the basis of exchanging occupied Arab territory' 

for pe^c, a formula set at the 1991 Madrid peace confer- 
enc* Up to this moment, the Israeli government is still 
adhering to h^^es that are in total contradiction to what 
we tavc reached (m Madrid)," Mr. Bouez told reporters at 
Bemit anport before headmg for Paris. Ttereforejwe can- 
not resome these negotiations except from the point they 
have nached. meaning the point of confirming thTprincipIe 
of Iand-for-peace or fiora the point of confirming die 
(Israeli} pullouts provided that the details or schedule of this 
activity is agreed upon," he added. The Madrid peace con- 
ference, which drew Arab and Israeli delegates to the nego- 
tiating table for the first time, set the formula of exchanging 
occupied Arab land for peace with the Jewish state as the 
basis for the Middle East peace process. 
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Ara&t expected 
to visit Russia 

MOSCOW (R) — Palestinian 
leader Yassar Arafat is likely io 
visit Moscow next week and a 
Palestinian official said on Mon- 
day that Arafat would hold talks 
with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. “There is of course a 
meeting with die president,” the 
official from die Palestinian rep- 
resentation in Moscow said 
‘They will discuss mutual rela- 
tions and die peace process in 
Middle East.” 

Israel settles 

PNA phone bill 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
government settled a 60 million 
shekel ($18.1 million) telephone 
bill owed by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
Bezeq Israel Telecom said on 
Monday. “The Treasury -will sub- 
stran the sum from die money it 
ts supposed to transfer to the 
PNA and give it to Bezeq as 
soon as possible," Bezeq said in 
a statement. Under an econom- 
ic accord, the Israeli government 
hands over to the self-rule 
administration in the West Bank 
and Gaza tax revenues collected 
from Palestinians working in die 
Jewish state. Bezeq said it 
would now pay the treasury 45.5 
million shekels in fourth-quarter 
1996 royalties that it had with- 
held pending settlement of the 
PNA’sbtll 

Car escorting 
Netanyahu crashes 

TELAVTV (AP) — A police car 
escorting Prime Minister 
Benyanrin Netanyahu to his 
office ran a red light and crashed 
into a private car Monday, police 
said. Six people were slightly 
injured The patrol car wait 
through an intersection at a red 
light with areas blaring and hit 
the second car, police said. A 
volunteer policeman, a police 
officer and one of Mr. 
Netanyahu's bodyguards were 
injured in the crash, as well as 
die three passengers in the pri- 
vate vehicle; police said. The 
injured were treated at nearby 
hospitals and released The acci- 
dent happened as Mr. 
Netanyahu was on his way to 
the office from home Monday 
morning. 

Israeli-allied militia 
releases 7 prisoners 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — An 
Israeli-backed militia in south- 
ern Lebanon released seven 
detainees Monday. The men 
were freed from the Khiam 
detention centre in a bonier 
enclave that Israel occupies with 
the help of the South Lebanon 
army militia. They were taken 
home in red cross vehicles. The 
militia did not say how long it 
had detained the men. who were 
suspected of working with 
Hizbollah guerrillas. The militia, 
winch is financed, armed and 
trained by Israel, regularly 
releases prisoners on religious 
feasts. 

Court orders 
Priebke retrial 

ROME (AFP) — former Nazi 
officer erich Priebke will be 
retried by a militaiy court over 
die wartime massacre of 335 
civilians, Italy's highest court 
ruled Monday, judicial officials 
said. Ml Priebke, S3, was found 
guilty of involvement in the 
murders last year by a militaiy 
tribunal but ordered heed 
because of mitigating circum- 
stances. The controversial ver- 
dict last August sparked a world- 
wide outcry. The verdict was 
subsequently overturned by the 
supreme court, which ruled that 
the suspect would have to be 
retried. Mr. Priebke is cmrendy 
in ja3 pending retrial. A court in 
Rome last month turned down 
an appeal by his lawyer to 
release die former SS officer. 
Prosecutor General Bruno 
Frangini favoured a militaiy tri- 
bunal, while lawyers for civilian 
relatives of the victims wanted 
the case to go to a civilian court. 
Both the militaiy tribunal and 
tire civilian criminal courts had 
declared themselves not compe- ! 
tern to try Ml Priebke, creating a i 

legal headache. 


Israelicabinet debates 
further schedules for 
pullback in West Bank 


TELAVTV (Agencies) — Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, in a run-up to a U.S. 
visit this week, convened his cabinet in special 
session on Monday to begin discussion of fur- 
ther troop puDouts from the West Bank, offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Netanyahu is to hold talks with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on Thursday. The cabi- 
net session followed a summit late on Sunday 
between Mr. Netanyahu and Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser Arafat on the future of the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process. 

The Monday meeting centred on presenta- 
tions by senior military planning and legal 
officials, who discussed a timetable for future 
withdrawals, division of military responsibili- 
ties. and other issues, the cabinet secretary 
said in a statement 

“The cabinet will discuss further questions 
of the redeployment towards the end of the 
month,” he said. No decisions were taken at 
the Monday meeting, officials said. 

The Israeli -Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) agreement on Hebron set March 7 as 
the start of a three-stage troop withdrawal 
from rural areas still under Israeli occupation 
in the West Bank. The pullbacks are to be 
completed by mid-1998. 

In a peace breakthrough in January. Israel 
handed SO per cent of Hebron to PNA rule, 
ending months of rancorous debate both with 
the Palestinians and within Mr. Netanyahu's 
right-wing cabinet 

Mr. Arafat arrived in Hebron on Monday to 
spend the last day of ‘Eid AI Fitr in the West 
Bank. 

His two-day visit could coincide with the 
release by Israel of 25 Palestinian women pris- 
oners. Asked when the women would be 
freed. Mr Arafat told Reuters after his arrival - 
he expected “very good news within the next 
few hours." He did not elaborate. 

Officials from both sides said the women 
would be released either on Monday or Tues- 
day. 

David Bar-Illan, Mr. Netanyahu’s top aide, 
said military officials made a general presen- 
tation to the cabinet on Monday of what the 
next withdrawals would involve. No decision 
has been made on the scope of the with- 
drawals, he said. 

Some cabinet ministers — including Infra- 


structures Minister Ariel Sharon — had com- 
plained they were being left out of the deci- 
sion-making process on negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

Ml Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat met Sunday 
night to discuss disputes over implementing 
the accords. 

The Yediot Ahronot newspaper reported that 
Israel plans to withdraw from a further five per 
cent of West Bank territory in the March pull- 
out At present, the PNA has full control over 
only three per cent of the West Bank — the 
major cities — and limited power in 24 per 
cent 

According to the Israeli and U.S. interpreta- 
tion of the accords, Israel has full authority to 
decide how much additional land to hand 
over to self-rule during the interim period. 

The definitive future of the Palestinian terri- 
tories is to be worked out in so-called final 
status negotiations which are to resume by 
mid-March and be concluded by May 1999. 

The Palestinians say that by the end of the 
three upcoming Israeli withdrawals, they 
should control up to 90 per cent of the West 
Bank, but Mr. Netanyahu Iras not revealed his 
plans to the public. 

Israeli press reports this week said the fust 
new redeployment would concern only an 
additional three to five per cent of West Bank 
territory, which would pass from full Israeli 
control to Palestinian civilian control. 

Such a handover would not have to involve 
a withdrawal of Israeli troops and thus was 
considered unlikely to arouse much protest 
from right-wing members of government who 
oppose further extensions of Palestinian 
autonomy. 

The handover is to take place by the first 
week of March. 

Foreign Minister David Levy told army 
radio on Monday the cabinet faced a decision 
on whether the withdrawal would be made in 
areas currently under joint Israeli-PNA con- 
trol, or if territory now under exclusive Israeli 
authority would also be harj^ed over to Pales- 
tinian self-rule. 

Prior to the Hebron pullout — agreed with 


(Continued on page 3) 


National Front wins 
another municipal poll 


PARIS (AP) — French 
mainstream political leaders 
on Monday were downplay- 
ing the far-right National 
Front’s electoral capture of a 
fourth city hall, though some 
media were calling it “a his- 
toric incident." 

Catherine Megret, candi- 
date of the anti -immigrant 
front, was elected mayor of 
Vitrolles Sunday, despite a 
united effort by the govern- 
ing conservatives and oppo- 
sition socialists to defeat her. 

The election in Vitrolles, a 
small southern town of 
39,000. was closely watched 
as a test of the influence of 
front leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen. 

■‘Who can say the National 
Front is not capable of 
becoming the leading politi- 
cal party in France." Mr. Le 
Pen asked after the Vitrolles 
results were announced. 

But members of Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe's con- 
servative majority on Mon- 
day quickly sought to spin 
the front victory as a political 
aberration. 

“You have to put this into 
its proper perspective.’’ 
Social Affairs Minister 
Jacques Barret said. “This 
was a very particular situa- 
tion.” 

Vitrolles’s higher-than- 
average joblessness and 
heavily immigrant popula- 
tion niade the city an easier 
raxget for the front, which 
blames North African immi- 
grants for France's post-war 
record 12.7 per cent unem- 
ployment. 

The head of Israel’s Jewish 
Agency expressed his deep 
concern at the election vic- 
tory of the anti-immigration 
front. 

“The struggle against 
xenophobia, racism and anti- 


Semitism rests with all those 
in the world who defend lib- 
erty and democracy," said 
Avraham Bing, whose serai- 
governmental agency is in 
charge of relations with 
Jews abroad and immigra- 
tion. 

“We must put the issue of 
immigration to Israel by 
Jews from France back on 
the agenda." he said in a let- 
ter to Henri Hajdenberg, 
chairman of the Representa- 
tive Council of Jewish insti- 
tutions in France. 

In 1996, about 2,000 Jews 
from France, out of a com- 
munity of more than 
650,000 people, emigrated to 
Israel. 

Though the National Front 
also has won the city halls of 
Toulon. Orange and Marig- 
nane — all mid-sized south- 
ern cities with large immi- 
grant populations — the 
party holds no seats in the 
French parliament. Mr. Le 
Pen won 15 per cent of 
national votes in the 1995 
presidential elections, and 
polls show he would fare no 
better now. 

Urban Affairs Minister 
Eric Raoult said credit for 
the front’s Vitrolles victory 
was due less to Mr. Le Pen’s 
promises to expel immi- 
grants than compromises by 
mainstream parties. 

“With unemployment, with 
immigration, the left should 
come back to the left and the 
right should have no shame 
to be itself," he said. "We 
shouldn’t give the National 
From the chance to represent 
this alternative.” 

Ms. Megret won 522? per 
cent of Sunday’s votes, beat- 
ing her socialist opponent, 
Jean-Jacques Anglade. who 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israel to 
aid firms 
to build 
colonies 

OCCUPIED JERUSLEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli govern- 
ment plans to provide generous 
loan guarantees to firms which 
set up in Jewish settlements m 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
the finance ministry said on 
Sunday. 

Finance Minister Dan Meri- 
dor has already submitted a 
proposal to the parliamentary 
finance committee which 
would provide state backing 
for 85 per cent of loans con- 
tracted to set up businesses in 
the settlements, a ministry 
spokesman said. 

The guarantees were sus- 
pended by the previous labour 
government which froze most 
settlement activity in order to 
facilitate peace talks with the 
Palestinians. Since coming to 
power in June, Mr. Netanyahu 
has lifted the previous govern- 
ment’s freeze on settlement 
activity and offered widespread 
grants and other incentives to 
Israeli residents and businesses 
in the occupied territories. 

Despite these incentives, the 
finance ministry spokesman 
said, businesses have run into 
“serious difficulties in trying to 
obtain bank loans" because 
financial institutions do not like 
the risks involved in operating 
in the territories. 

Some 140,000 Israelis live in 
144 settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The fate of the settlements is 
due to be determined in Israeli- 
Palestmian negotiations on a 
permanent peace agreement 
The talks are scheduled to 
begin in mid-March and con- 
clude by May 1999. 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat holds hands with Hebron Mayor Mustafa Natshe 
(left) as the Palestinian leader is welcomed to the West Bank town on Monday with a 
round of applause and congratulated on the occasion of ‘Eid Al Fitr (Reuters photo) 

Israeli court clears way for 
freeing Palestinian women 

Si^prsmfToSn 1 ™ King. Weizman exchange views 

LmS H,S MAJESTY King Hussein Sunday exchanged on die 

“Sjnfi tob^ ffieir^nent phone v j ews wjth j srae ij President Ezer Weizman. The 

i»i Lf two leaders also reviewed the peace process, efforts for 

women held for ann-lsraeli confidence-building measures and the full implementa- 
acirvities. tion of Oslo accordT the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said. 

i Y 1 ^ 01 ^ TV me ? ^ King Hussein thanked President Weizman for his move 
Jut obstacle to the release l0 r £[ ease Palestinian women imprisoned in Israeli jails. 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel's supreme court on 
Monday rejected a petition 
seeking to bar the imminent 
release of 23 Palestinian 
women held for anri-lsraeli 
activities. 

The court ruling lifted the 
last obstacle to the release 
of the prisoners, which was 
expected to go ahead on 
Tuesday, more than a year 
behind schedule. 

The petition was filed by 
the “terror victims" associ- 
ation and the family of Zvi 
Klein, who was killed in a 
1991 drive-by shooting by 
a group of Palestinian radi- 
cals led by Abir Wahidi, 
one of the 23 women due to 
be freed. 

In his ruling, Chief Jus- 
tice Aharon Barak said the 
prisoner release was allow- 
able under legal precedents 
set by similar previous 
group pardons of Palestini- 
ans. 

All female Palestinian 
prisoners were to have been 
released immediately on 
the signature in September 
1995 of the Oslo interim 
peace agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

But President Ezer Weiz- 
man and the head of the 
Israeli array in the West 
Bank refused to sign par- 
don orders for four of the 
women on grounds they 
had been involved in the 
killing of Israelis. 

The other female 
detainees stayed in their 
cells in solidarity with the 
four. 

Mr. Netanyahu agreed to 
go ahead with the prisoner 
release as pan of a Jan. 1 5 
deal which led to the with- 


drawal of Israeli troops 
from most of the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

The deal also reaffirmed 
Israel’s other commitments 
under the 1995 Oslo 
accords. 

But at a meeting Sunday 
night with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, Mr. 
Netanyahu refused to free 
several women detained 
after the 1995 agreement. 
There are believed to be 
five or six such female pris- 
oners in Israeli jails. 

The decision to free even 
prisoners who killed 
Israelis raised a storm of 
protest from M]*s in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s right-wing 
coalition government and 
Justice Minister Tzahi 
Hanegbi said Monday he 
would not sign pardons for 
three of the 23 women. 

A justice ministry official 
said the pardons would 
instead be signed either by 
Mr. Weizman, who has 
withdrawn his opposition to 
the move, or Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

In their appeal against the 
release, the terror victims 
association w'amed that the 
pardons amounted to 
“moral bankruptcy which 
w-ill put an end to the rule 
of law.” 

The group also claimed 
the release would endanger 


Lima, rebels to restart crisis talks 


LIMA (R.) — Peru's gov- 
ernment and Marxist rebels 
holding 72 hostages readied 
for the restart of direct talks 
as President Alberto Fuji- 
mori on Monday sought to 
assure British investors the 
two-month crisis had not 
hurt the country's viability. 

Speaking in London, Mr. 
Fujimori also said on Mon- 
day there was no chance of a 
ransom being paid to 15 
heavily armed Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) hostage-takers 
holed up in the Japanese 
ambassador's house in Lima. 

But he told British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) 
radio he was hopeful prelim- 
inary face-to-face talks slat- 
ed to start on Tuesday could 
lead to a peaceful solution of 
the 55-day-old crisis. 

“As a government we don't 
accept this kind of ransom 
payment. I think that all gov- 
ernments, not just Peruvian 
but around the world, must 
not accept these kinds of 
crimes and later pay ran- 


som." he said. 

Later in a speech ai a 
forum on British investment 
in Latin America. Mr. Fuji- 
mori reiterated lhai the Dec. 
17 seizure of the residence 
was an isolated event that did 
not affect the economy. He 
also insisted his government 
has crushed Peru’s two leftist 
guerrilla groups. 

The storming of the resi- 
dence during a cocktail parry 
attended by hundreds of 
VIPs “is not the product of 
organisations such as those 
that existed between 1980 
and 1992," he said. 

“Both the MRTA and Shin- 
ing Path have been disman- 
tled," Mr. Fujimori said. 
“Today there are still some 
terrorists, as there are in 
other countries, who seek to 
draw attention by commit- 
ting atrocities without regard 
to human rights.'’ 

The speech was monitored 
in Lima on local radio, 
which carried it live in simul- 
taneous translation. 

Early on Sunday suspected 


Pope hopes to visit Holy Land in 1999 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Pope John Paul I! 
hopes to visit the Holy Land in the next three years, a Vati- 
can envoy told Israel's chief Rabbi on Monday. “He 
expressed a great wish to come and especially if possible 
before the year 2000," Cardinal Edward L Cassidy told 
Chief Rabbi Israel Meir Lau. “I think there U no doubt that 
he wishes to do that and he wishes certainly to do it al the lat- 
est in the year 1999." Cardinal Cassidy said the visit would 
not take place this year. “I would hope that it would be in 
1999 bur no date has yet been set." he told the Associated 
Press. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu invited 
the Pope to visit Israel when the two leaders met at the Vat- 
ican Iasi Monday. Israel and the Holy See established diplo- 
matic relations in December 1993. Rabbi Lau noted lhai he 
had also extended an invitation on behalf of then-Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres to the Pope in September 1993. 
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King and 
Saddam 
exchange 
greetings 

AMMAN iJ.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
telephone call to Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein on 
Saturday to congratulate 
the Iraqi leader on the 
occasion of 'Eid Al Fitr 
was a "natural" step in 
recent developments in 
Jordani;m-lr;iL|i relations 
following the renewal of 
two key economic accords 
between the two countries, 
i n fo mied sources sai d 

Monday. 

The King, who left on a 
visit to Europe on Saturday 
(see page 3) called Presi- 
dent Saddam in the first 
direct contact between the 
two leaders since Septem- 
ber 1990 and exchanged 
‘Eid Al Fitr greetings with 
the Iraqi leader, the official 
media of both countries 
reported. 

The King's call came in 
response to a message of 
congratulations he received 
from the Iraqi president, 
the Iraqi News Agency 
said. 

King Hussein wished 
President Saddam good 
health and progress and 
prosperity while the Iraqi 
president expressed his 
best wishes for the King 
and the people of Jordan. 
Jordan Television and 
Baghdad Radio reported. 

Jordan and Iraq success- 
fully negotiated and 
renewed the annual oil 
agreement and a trade pro- 
tocol between them in Jan- 
uary'. 

Tlie oil agreement raised 
the value of free Iraqi oil 
supply to Jordan by S50 
million to $300 million 
while the Kingdom agreed 
to pay nearly S4 per barrel 
for the rest of the Iraqi oil 
supply. It also raised from 
S220 million to S255 mil- 
lion the amount of the trade 
protocol under which it 
supplies Jordanian prod- 
ucts to Iraq. 

The renewal of the 
accords followed several 
top-level visits to Jordan by- 
Iraqi officials, including 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz and Foreign 
Minister Mohammad AI 
Sahaf. and by two Jordan- 
ian ministerial teams to 
Iraq. 

The last time the King 
was in direct contact with 
President Saddam, accord- 
ing to a Jordanian white 
paper, was in September 
1990. when he sent then 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker to Bagh- 
dad with a message urging 
Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait and resolve the 
Gulf crisis prompted by the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August. 

Since then. King Hus- 
sein has been critical of the 
policies of the Iraqi regime. 
Relations took a worse turn 
when Jordan offered shel- 
ter to two top Iraqi defec- 
tors. President Saddam's 
two sons-in-law in Septem- 
ber 1995. and stepped up 
its criticism of the Iraqi 
regime. 

The two defectors 
returned to Iraq in February 
1996, but were killed, 
along with several other 
family members, in an 
attack that the Iraqi media 
said was carried out by 
their clan members. 

Despite the political dif- 
ferences. Jordan and Iraq 
maintained strong econom- 
ic links as reflected in the 
renewal of the oil agree- 
ment and trade protocol, 
and the King’s direct call to 
President Saddam this 
week rook the improve- 
ment in relations a step fur- 
ther. 


Israeli lives by showing 
lhai Palestinian killers of 
Israelis do not have to fear 
lengthy jail terms. 

In a bid to appease 
Israelis angered by the pris- 
oner release, some right- 
wing politicians have 
demanded the government 
also free Jewish militants 
serving jail terms for killing 
Arabs (see page 12). 

Twelve names have been 
put forward, including Ami 
Popper who was sentenced 
to seven life prison terms 
for the 1990 murders of 
seven Palestinian workers. 

Hisham Abdul Raziaq. 
the main Palestinian nego- 
tiator on prisoners, told 
AFP the 23 prisoners would 
be released on Tuesday 
from the Telmond prison 
outside Tel Aviv. 

They will be taken imme- 
diately to a reception host- 
ed by Arafat somewhere on 
the West Bank, he said. 

Mr. Arafat visited Hebron 
on Monday in expectation 
of the release of 23 female 
Palestinian prisoners, the 
most immediate measure 
laid down by the Hebron 
accord. 

Palestinian sources said 
Mr. Arafat would host a 
welcoming parry for the 
women after their release. 


Maoist Shining Path rebels 
tossed a package bomb at an 
electric company's offices in 
Lima, causing minor damage 
but no injuries, police said. 

The Shining Path is larger 
than the Cuban-inspired 
MRTA and responsible for 
more of violence during 
Peru’s 16 years of guerrilla 
wars. But it was overshad- 
owed by the MRTA after the 
smaller group's spectacular 
seizure of the Japanese 
envoy’s mansion 55 days 
ago. 

In Lima the government 
and MRTA rebels led by 
Nestor Cerpa Cartel ini were 
to put the final touches on 
preparations for the resump- 
tion of preliminary face-to- 
face talks broken off Dec. 28. 

On Sunday Mr. Fujimori 
announced government 
negotiator and Peru's Educa- 
tion Minister Domingo 
Palermo will meet with Mr.’ 
Cerpa 's number two Roli 
Rojas, known by his nom de 
gueire "El Arabe" — the 
Arab. 
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Demirel, army warn 
Turkey’s Islamists 



ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey's powerful military 
has joined the president in 
warning the Islamic-led gov- 
ernment against moving 
away from the country’s sec- 
ular system. 

“Those trying to politicise 
religion are committing both 
a sin and a crime." Hurriyet 
newspaper quoted President 
Suleyman Demirel as saying. 

Mr. Demirel's remarks 
came at the start of a three- 
dav holiday marking the end 
of the fasting Month of 
Ramadan. 

Chief of Staff Ismail Hakki 
Karaduyi also seized the 
occasion to issue a reminder 
that the military considers 
itself the protector of secular- 
ism. 

“The Turkish armed forces 
are determined to take on any 
duty aimed at (the protection 
of i the secular and democrat- 
icTurkish Republic." General 
Karaduyi said. 

Among its recent moves to 
make secular society more 
accomodating for the over- 
whelmingly Muslim popu- 
lace. the ruling Islamic Wel- 
fare Party has rearranged 
office hours to fit fasting 
hours, announced plans for a 
mosque in Istanbul's main 
square and proposed allowing 
female civil servants to wear 
Islumic-st\le head coverings. 

Further irking secular pro- 
ponents was a call recently by 
the mayor of Sincan. a wel- 
fare-governed small town 40 
kilometres outside Ankara, 
for strict Islamic rule. 

Tlie military, which has 
toppled governments three 
times in the last four decades. 
sent tanks roiling through the 
main streets three days later 
as a show of force. 

Welfare’s joining a centre- 
right. secular coalition in July 
as the senior partner marked 
the first time that an Islamic- 
inspired party ivas pan of 
gov emment in Turkey’s mod- 
em history, marked by strict 
secularism since 1923. 

"Do not misunderstand my 
impartiality as a president.” 
Mr. Demirel said. ~ I am 
bound according to the 
promise I made... to the prin- 
ciples of our secular repub- 
lic.” 


Meanwhile. Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan, 
his recent populist trial bal- 
loons showing every sign of 
blowing up in his face, has 
toned down his rhetoric and 
drawn closer to his secularist 
coalition partner. 

Mr. Erbakan has struck a 
conciliatory note, free of the 
recent Islamist rhetoric that 
had so alarmed his secularist 
critics in the army and the 

opposition parties: 

"The adoption of the secu- 
lar srate which has been a 
turning point in the rise of the 
republic on new foundations 
has enabled the reconciliation 
of religious freedom in our 
country with a pluralist, polit- 
ical democracy.” he said last 
week to mark the founding of 
Turkey’s secular system. 

A message to the nation on 
Sunday, celebrating the end 
of Ramadan, also praised 
Turkey’s pluralistic democra- 
cy. 

Even those sympathetic to 
Mr. Erbakan have acknowl- 
edged that his bid launched 
during the fasting month to 
instil elements of his Islamist 
just order campaign on secu- 
lar Turkey was ill-timed, at 
best. 

“What has happened is the 
last 10 days?" asked the mod- 
erate Islamist daily Zaman. 
“The answer is simple: 
Erbakan did not understand 
the dimension of things he 
spread in public." 

The most likely result of 
this miscalculation, say ana- 
lysts and commentators, is a 
change of tactics to eschew 
Islamist populism and ensure 
welfare's grip on power, in 
order to establish deep party 
roots within the big state 
apparatus. 

That means restoring ties to 
his secularist coalition part- 
ner Tansu Ciller, whose True 
Path Party has been upset by 
Mr. Erbakan's recent efforts 
to satisfy his own radical 
grassroots. 

"What is important today 
for Welfare are not symbolic 
gestures like limiting civil 
servants' hours during 
Ramadan or wearing of the 
Islamic headscarf.” said polit- 
ical analyst Bilal Cetin. 



'EID IN CAIRO: Cotton candy and juice vendors, banned from entering the zoo, sell their merchandise 
from behind the fence during the second day of the' Eid A1 Fitr feast The feast marks the end of the 


Holy Month of Ramadan and Is celebrated in Egypt and most other Muslim countries with feasting, 
exchanging of gifts and family outings (Reuters photo) 


France rejects role if 
Israel quits Lebanon 
without Golan deal 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
France's ambassador to 
Israel on Monday rebuffed 
suggestions that his countiy 
could station troops as a 
buffer force in South 
Lebanon in case of a unilat- 
eral Israeli withdrawal 

from the zone. 

Jean-Noel de Lacoste 
said a unilateral Israeli 
pullout from the buffer 
zone it occupies in southern 
Lebanon would not suc- 
ceed without a parallel 
pullback from the Golan 
heights which Israel seized 
from Syria in 1967. 

“If there is no deal with 
Syria, 1 don't see us inter- 
vening to separate” Israeli 
forces and Hizbollah guer- 
rillas in south Lebanon, Mr. 
De Lacoste said in a letter 
to the editor of the 


Jerusalem Post newspaper. 

He was responding to an 
article published last week 
in the English-language 


Conservatives and moderates 
share seats in Iran by-elections 


Three fall from 
Giza pyramid 


TEHRAN (.AFP) — Iran's religious con- 
servatives and a coalition of islamic mod- 
erates and left-wingers shared the seats 
decided in parliamentary by-elections, 
the interior ministry' announced Monday. 

The official results showed that each 
camp won six seats but another 10 up for 
grabs in Friday's elections produced no 
clear winners and are to be contested in 
run-offs. 

The 22 seats were contested in 15 dis- 
tricts — all outside Tehran — where the 
results of full parliamentary elections last 
March and April were cancelled because 
of alleged irregularities. 

Three women were among the winners, 
adding to die 10 seats in the 270-member 
parliament already held by women. 

Among them was moderate Nave re h 
Akhavan-Bitaraf. who finally won a seat 
in Esfahan after having emerged the vic- 
tor in April only for the result to be can- 
celled because of polling irregularities. 


Malayer. 

In the southern town of Rafsanjan, 
birthplace of President Ali Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani. Hossein Hashemian, a 
cousin of the president and a left-winger, 
lost to conservative Mohammad Hossei- 
ni. 

A total of 1 8 1 candidates ran in the by- 
elections, for which the turn-out was 
fairly low, according to reports from 
polling stations across the Islamic repub- 
lic. 

The conservatives led by Parliamentary 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq-Nuri already 
hold a majority in parliament. 

The speaker is backed by the ruling 
Shiite Muslim clergy to replace Mr. Raf- 
sanjani in presidential elections expected 
to be held in July. Mr. Rafsanjani is in his 
second term and can not run a third time, 
under the constitution. 


CAIRO l AFP) — Three Egypt- 
ian students on holiday trying to 
scale the Cheops Pyramid in 
Giza fell and suffered severe 
bead injuries, the newspaper A1 
Ahram reported Monday. A1 
Ahram said the students were in 
a coma from their injuries. 
Climbing the pyramids south of 
Cairo was a favourite sport of 
visitors and Egyptians alike until 
the turn of the century, since 
when it has been banned to pre- 
vent damage and accidents. 
Cbeops. largest of the three Giza 
Pyramids, is 137 metres high. 


newspaper concerning calls 
by some politicians for 
France to back a unilateral 
Israeli withdrawal from 
South Lebanon by station- 
ing a buffer force in the 
area to prevent cross-bor- 
der attacks by guerrillas. 

The idea was put forward 
by Labour Party Deputy 
Yossi Beilin, who together 
with members of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's Likud Party' 
has launched a public 
debate on Israel’s policy in 
Lebanon. 

The issue has come to the 
fore following a series of 
military setbacks linked to 
the Lebanon conflict, 
notably the deaths of 73 


soldiers when two heli- 
coprers taking them to the 
combat zone collided last 
week. 

Some politicians have 
also turned to the Lebanon 
pullout proposal given the 
lack of progress in efforts 
to resume peace talks with 
Syria. 

The Syrian peace track 
has been frozen by Mr. 
Netanyahu’s refusal to 
commit himself in principle 
to a withdrawal from, the 
Golan Heights. 

Mr. De Lacoste said it 
would be futile for Israel to, 
hope that, in the absence of 
peace with Syria which is 
the main power-broker in 
Lebanon, it could unilater- 
ally seek a settlement of the 
Lebanese conflict. • 

“We don’t believe any- 
thing that is unilateral can 
be successful,” Mr. De 
Lacoste told the newspaper 
in an interview accompany- 
ing his letter. 

“I don’t think a withdraw- 
al from Lebanon would be 
accepted by Syria. I person- 
ally don’t see 'Lebanon 
first’ as a way out. 

“There is no other option 
for Israel than a negotiated 
deal with Syria, and the 
sooner the better,” he said. 

Mr. De Lacoste also 
denied suggestions that a 
visit to Israel beginning 
Tuesday by French 
Defence Minister Charles 
MiUon could deal with the 
idea of a French deploy- 
ment in Lebanon. 

Mr. Millon is scheduled 
to hold talks on boosting 
military cooperation 
between Israel and France. , 


Police boost scandal probe team 
ahead of Netanyahu interrogation 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
police have assigned more 
officers to an investigation of 


The other women victors were Zahra ' , . The by-elections coincided- with the ^alleged . bigh r level criminal 
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Pichgahi-Fard. also from Esfahan and 
backed by the conservatives, and Elaheh 
Rastgu from the southwestern region of 


annual "Jerusalem Day,” which Iran 
marks with anti-us protests on the last 
Friday of the fasting month of Ramadan. 


Iraq shows off counter-intelligence prowess in television series 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Stale-run television has 
been singing the praises of 
the Iraqi secret service with 
a series on how it foiled an 
alleged Israeli attempt to 
recruit an Iraqi engineer to 
spy on behalf of the Jewish 
state. 

The show. "The Men of 
the Shadows.” was based 
■>n counter-intelligence 
documents about ihe case 
of Hussin Bubili, an Iraqi 
Military Industrial Organi- 
sation iMIO) engineer 
whom the Mossad alleged- 
ly tried to recruit. 

After being approached 
by Israeli agents in 1989. 
the engineer informed Iraqi 
counter-intelligence, which 
purportedly had him con- 


vey false information on 
Iraq’s military capability to 
the Israelis. 

The 24-part series, which 
began a month ago and con- 
cluded this week, was 
filmed in Baghdad and in 
Paris, where Hasson Babili 
had been sent by the MIO 
for training in an unspeci- 
fied field. 

The Mossad allegedly 
approached the engineer in 
France, through a beautiful 
woman with whom he fell 
in love, but not deeply 
enough that he would 
betray his country. 

Iraqi newspapers criti- 
cised the romantic episode 
for its explicitness, but 
director Salali Karam 
defended the portrayal in an 


interview with the weekly 
newspaper Alef-Ba. 

"That’s how the Mossad 
wanted to compromise the 
engineer," he said. 

The series was highly 
complimentary of the Iraqi 
secret services’ overall effi- 
ciency and how well 
informed they were on 
Mossad activities in Iraq, 
said to be headed by a 
British businessman identi- 
fied only as "Mister 
Brown.” 

"We expect information 
from Tel Aviv." a secret ser- 
vice official said in one 
episode, indicating that 
Baghdad had its own intel- 
ligence resources at work in 
Israel. 

The series began at the 


beginning of the fasting 
month of Ramadan, during 
which Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein had offered to 
pardon any spies who 
turned themselves over to 
the authorities. 

The presidential amnesty 
offer came after an 
announcement in January 
that the authorities had dis- 
mantled a Mossad spy net- 
work. Two Iraqi soldiers 
and a Iraqi Kurdish mer- 
chant face the death sen- 
tence in connection with 
the case. 

Jamal Majid Nader, a 40- 
year-old businessman, said 
he recruited Riyadh Kamal 
Rashid, a former colonel in 
the Iraqi army and his 
brother Ehsan. a soldier, to 


spy for the -Jewish state. 
They confessed on state- 
run television on Jan. 8. 

On Dec. 20 the Iraqi 
authorities said they had 
unmasked a spy network 
working for the United 
States and broadcast the 
confessions of four accused 
spies. Washington dis- 
missed the claim as a “tired 
propaganda ploy.” 

The accused LLS. spies 
said they sent intelligence 
on military installations in 
Iraq to contacts in the Kur- 
dish-controlled northern 
pan of the country, where 
the United States had set up 
a safe-haven for the Kurds. 


tampering over the abortive 
appointment last month of an 
attorney-general, officials 
said Monday. 

The decision to put more 
investigators on the case 
came as Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
office confirmed he would be 
questioned next week about 
the Jan. 10 appointment of 
Roni Bar-On as Israel’s top 
judicial official. 

"The prime minister has 
expressed his readiness to 
present testimony concern- 
ing the investigation relating 
to the appointment of the 
attorney-general,” his 

spokesman said in a state- 
ment. 

Commander Sando Mazor, 
head of the police investiga- 
tions unit, said Lhe team 
probing the Bar-On affair 
was being increased as of 
Monday from six to eight 
members due to the widen- 
ing scope of the investiga- 
tion. 


“The direction of the Police have already ques- 
inquiry is now clear to the tioned 16 people in connec- 
investigating team. The tion with the affair, including 

scope of the material under Mr. Den, Mr. Bar-On. justice 

discussion has required me" ^minister Tfeafu 'Haiiegbi and 


to add two more people to 
the team.” he said. 

The criminal investigation 
centers on the choice of Mr. 
Bar-On. a defence anomey 
and militant in Mr. 

Netanyahu’s Likud party, for 
attorney-general over the 
objections of several govern- 
ment ministers and legal 
advisers. 

Israel state television 

reported on Jan. 23 that Mr. 
Bar-On was appointed at the 
demand of Arieh Deri, who 
heads the powerful religious 
party Shas and is on trial for 
fraud and bribery. 

According to the television 
report, ^1r. Deri sought to 
link his party’s support for 
the recent Hebron accord 
with the Palestinians with a 
plea-bargain deal in his 
bribery case that bar-on had 
allegedly agreed to. 

Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. Deri 
and Mr. Bar-On have all 
denied the television report 


Mr. Netanyahu’s chief of 
staff, Avigdor Liebenman, as 
well as several other close 
aides to the premier. 

Officials said Mr. 
Netanyahu would be ques- 
tioned in his office after he 
returns from a trip to Wash- 
ington on Sunday. 

Police sources said investi- 
gators wanted to ask Mr. 
Netanyahu who first suggest- 
ed Mr. Bar-On as a possible 
attorney-general. The pre- 
mier will be questioned in his 
office by inspector Yaacov 
Grosman, who is leading 
probe, they said. 

Press leaks about progress 
in the investigation have said 
police as yet have no evi- 
dence Mr. Netanyahu was 
directly involved in any ille- 
gal action surrounding Mr. 
Bar-On’s appointment 

But several other officials 
are reportedly suspected of 
fraud, conspiracy and breach 
of trust. 
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13:05 

Canix»n 

Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 

14:30 . .. 

Comedv — Till 

Armenian Catiiolic Church 

16:00 Movie — "A Tribute to 

Tel. 

the Bovs” 


771331. 

17:30 

I Love Lucy 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

1K:00 

....French Programmes 

Tel. 775261. 

19:30 

News Headlines 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 

19:35 .... 

Murphv Brown 

771751. 

20:00 

America's Funniest 

Amman International Church 

Vicdo* 


Tel. 632526 

20^0 Bestseller— Seduced 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

b\ MuJne’.s (Pt. 2 of 2l 

Tel. 824328. 

■’■’ilH) 

News in EnelKh 

German-speaking Evangelical 

22:25 Fe 

.nure Film; "Empire of 

Congregation Tel. 845457 

the Sun" 


The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

25:59 

Boston Pops 

654932. 



Church of Nazarene Tel. 

PRAYER TIMES 

675691. 

05:00 

- Fajr 

The Evangelical Local Church 

Q6:IS 

( Sunrise iDuhu 

inAmiuanTeLS11295 

11:50 

Dhuhr 

English-speaking 

14:54 

‘Asr 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

17-'l 

Mashreb 

614190. 

!8:40 




Jordan Valley 07/1 S 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 17 Humid- 
ity readings'. Amman 55 per 
cenr. Aqaba 35 per cent. 


CHURCHES 

SL Man - of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieli. Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church 

Tel. 0327S5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel 624500 
Church nf ihe Annunciation 

Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sanaa Church Tel. 
622366 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Unstable weather conditions 
will prevail with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy. Scattered showers 
are expected and winds soutli- 
easierly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 

Amman 02/10 

Aqaba - .07/1 S 

Deserts...- ‘t/i3 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. AfifShukri — S9SS63 

Dr. Khalil Ramadan 774397 

Dr. Ousantt A1 Hirssaini S472$‘> 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy ....637055 
A1 Saiam pharmacy .....636730 
Yacoub pharmacy _.... 644945 
Sbmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ....623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu .28 1484 

A1 Quds pharmacy t — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rateb Atallah 994424 

Khahfeh pharmaev 9S54 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept 66 ill I 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 63034] 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7 101 


Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police >.896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 III 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Joitfan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

8156 15 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
0853200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
S13SI3/32 

KhaJidi Maternity 644281/6 

AkQeh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 


642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ..-..636140 
Palestine. Sbmeisani -..60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital -..-&4SS45 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227A* 
The Islamic, Abdali «61 26/37 

Al-AM. Abdali —.664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AI-Bashir 775111/26 

.Army, Marka -.89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

rtfynjn/so 

Araal Hospital >.674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 

and Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09.1983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital -(09)986732 
A1 Hflana Modern Hospital 

-(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 
{02)247100 


07:25 Damascus (RJ 1 

09:25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:00 Jeddah (add) i.RD 

10:05 .Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 - — Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 -Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1(E35 Tusour (Tunisia) (add) 
(RJ) 

15:55 London (RJ) 

16:20 — Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 — Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:15 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
07:00 ...._ Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


12:00 . 
12:10 
12:15 . 
12:15 . 
12:40 
20:20 . 
20:30- 
20:40 . 
21:00. 
22:00 
(RJ) 

01:40 . 
04:00.. 


—..Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

- Paris (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

- — -Cairo (RJ) 

- - .Brussels ("RJ) 

— —LamacaiRJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

-Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 


Ait. Damascus 5:00 pun. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am 
every Sunday 

Ait. Amman 5:00 pm. every , 
Sunday 


Uppe r/lower price ui fils per kg. 


-Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

05:05- London (KJ) 

13:30 - — Kiev (6U) 

14:05 Munich (YP) 

16 JO- Rome<AZ) 

18:15 .—Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

20-J0 Cairo (MS ) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:40 — -Amsterdam (KL) 

23:59 - -.Aden (TY) 

00:55 — — Bucharest (RO) 

07:45 - —Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09--20 — — Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 _Tcl Aviv (RW) 


Other Flights 

- London i KJ) 

07135 London (BA) 

1 * 3 ® - Kiev (61) ) 

15: 4 5 -Munich (YP) 

Dubai AEK) 

Rome (AZ) 

— - Cairo (MS) 

32=5° — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

00:40 BeiruL Amsterdam (KL) 

-Aden (TY) 

- Bucharest (RO, 

07:4e> ........... Beirut (ME) 


Banana. 

Banana (imported).... 

-../owswr 

-...550/550 

....920/750 

Carrot 

. vffl/Kft 

Cauliflower. 

270/150 

Cucumber (large) 

...J0Q/150 

Cucumber (small)... 

....450/250 

EggplanL 

....15OT00 


Fava beans ......820/550 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:15-..- Sanaa (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 Amstendam. New York (RJ) 

!050 Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:05 Amsterdam, Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
WaO™. JMarisa (departing 
train QAIA) (RW) 

17-15 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

— - Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY train 

^r an 8:00 ^ 


Garlic 

1150/956 

Grape fruit 

170/100 

Lemon 

400/250 

Marrow fiarce) 

220/140 

Marrow (small) ..., 

360/220 

Onion (green) 

-.170/140 

Onion (dry) 

... 200/120 

Orange ... 

370/450 

Peas .... 

- 95JV70O 

Pepper (hot) 

..280/150 

Pepper (sweet) 

,400/226 

Potato 

390/180 

Radish 

„..J00/fi£ 

Spinach 

,.„.220a<tf 


Home 
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Home News 

Kingdom marks 20th anniversary of Queen Alia’s death 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 11, 1997 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sunday 
Feb. 9 marked the 20th 
anniversary' of the tragic 
death of Queen Alia, who 
died in a helicopter acci- 
dent while returning from 
an inspection tour of a 
Tafileh hospital. 

The late Queen, bom Alia 
Baha Uddin Toukan, mar- 
ried His Majesty King Hus- 
sein in 1971 . They had two 
children — Their Royal 
Highnesses Princess Haya 
and Prince A Li — and 
adopted Abir Muheissen in 
1972. 

Queen Alia actively par- 
ticipated in charity and was 
a pioneer in social work 


representing Jordanian 
women in international 
conferences, according to 
the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, in a statement to 
mark the anniversary. 

Serving as a model for 
Jordanian women, the late 
Queen supported women’s 
causes and backed 
women's participation in 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. 

The late Queen Alia was 
bom in Cairo and studied at 
Alexandria University 
while her father served as 
the Jordanian ambassador 
to Egypt and other world 
capitals. 



The late Queen Alia 


King Hussein announced 
the death of the late Queen 
in a radio and television 
broadcast to the nation in 
1977. He said that the 
Queen bad flown ro the city' 
of Tafilek southeast of the 
Dead Sea. On the return 
journey, her helicopter was 
caught in a storm and 
crashed, killing all aboard. 

Also killed in the crash 
was the then Minister of 
Health Mohammad Bashir 
and other officials. 

At the time. Jordan 
declared a week of national 
mourning while the Royal 
Court observed a 40-day 
mourning period. 


Economist praises peace treaty with Israel, 
discusses economic restructuring programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A lead- 
ing Jordanian economist 
and former minister. Jawad 
Anani, believes that Jor- 
dan’s signing of the peace 
treaty with Israel prevent- 
ed the Kingdom from fac- 
ing possible economic col- 
Iaps in light of heavy for- 
eign debts for which it was 
responsible at the time. 

In an interview with A1 
Aswaq Arabic daily. Dr. 
Anani maintained that the 
conclusion of the 1994 
peace treaty enabled Jor- 
dan to reschedule its for- 
eign debts and prompted 
the United States. France 
and Britain to convert all 
or some of their Joans to 
Jordan into grants and 
investments. 

This treaty ended the 
blockade on Aqaba, during 
the Gulf crisis, which 
annually cost the Kingdom 
at least $300 million and it 
eased political pressures 
exercised on Jordan while 
securing continued permis- 
sion to import oil from 
Iraq, be said. 

Dr. Anani was a member 
of the Jordanian negotiat- 
ing team with Israel previ- 
ous to the conclusion of the 

t . 7 . ‘ 

He discussed the .,eco-,.. 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme, which began in 
1988, when the Jordanian 
dinar was devalued due to 
depletion of foreign cur- 
rency reserves in the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan. 

This programme was ini- 
tiated in conjunction with 
the International Monetary 


Fund (IMF) and of para- 
mount economic impor- 
tance that the Kingdom 
follow its dictares. 

When asked if Jordan 
might serve as the “Singa- 
pore of the Middle East." 
Dr. Anani responded that 
through offering services 
to other nations with 
skilled manpower, Jordan 
can achieve this goal. 

However, he admonished 
that Jordan must procure 
ways to resolve dilemmas ■ 
concerning borders and 
freedom of passage for 
goods and travellers and 
should master the skill of 
attracting international 
firms, through the offering 
of incentives, to invest 
here. 

Dr. Anani lamented that 
the government does not 
give priority to economic 
legislation as it does politi- 
cal issues, although, he 
offered as an example, it 
realises that the draft com- 
panies law is very impor- 
tant. 

Furthermore, he suggest- 
ed that the government 
facilitate the local banks’ 
process of increasing capi- 
tal by selling additional 
.shares to the' public, by 
abolishing capital tax on 
reserves and profits turned 
into equity. 

By doing that, he 
affirmed, the government 
could initiate an active and 
robust economy and invite 
investments. 

Dr. Anani also admon- 
ished that dual taxation end 
and that routine bureau- 


cratic procedures be 
reduced to minimum lev- 
els. 

When queried about the 
Jordanian privatisation 
programme. Dr. Anani 
opined that the govern- 
ment has no clear plans for 
privatisation nor any other 
strategy to implement, 
although it is determined 
to finally embark upon 
such a task as stipulated in 
the economic restructuring 
programme concluded 
with the IMF. 

The privatisation process 
in Jordan is moving slow- 
ly, he stated, and privatisa- 
tion must be handled by 
specialists and economists 
rather than government 
officials. 

Dr. Anani maintained 
that false steps in the pri- 
vatisation process could 
augment fears of foreign 
hegemony on the national 
economy. 

He added that Jordan is 
in need of investments and 
increasingly advanced 
technology as well as a pri- 
vatisation which would 
promote the national econ- 
omy. 

Referring to the Central 
Bank of Jordan r ? triune tary 
policy, Dr. Anani described 
this policy as ensuring 
monerary stability, stabilis- 
ing Jordanian currency 
exchange rates against for- 
eign currency and ensuring 
continued accumulation of 
foreign currency reserves, 
currently estimated at $600 
million. 

He said that the bank’s 


policy concerning interests 
on loans and public sav- 
ings has helped the country 
control inflation which is 
now at an acceptably low 
level. 

Dr. Anani noted that, in 
the first 10 months of 1996. 
Jordanian commercial 
banks offered credit facili- 
ties to merchants estimated 
at JD 20S.7 million, how- 
ever he decried many Jor- 
danian firms as mismanag- 
ing these facilities and 
thereby suffering losses. 

He maintained that banks 
are able to finance feasible 
projects and that the gov- 
ernment continues to offer 
investor incentives but. 
stated that the government 
ought to remove much rou- 
tine red tape impeding 
such investments. 

Dr. Anani estimated 
unemployment as compris- 
ing 13 per cent of the able- 
bodied workforce, estimat- 
ed at 600, 000. 

He said that poverty is 
linked to unemployment 
arid'eont^mrated mainlyin 
Amman and Zarqa. 

However, he said, social 
solidarity and the state’s 
aid funds which offer soft 
loans to the unemployed in 
addition to assistance to 
the poor from the National 
Aid fund tend to lessen the 
effects of poverty. 


King congratulates Jordanians on Eid al Fitr 


AMMAN (Petra) — On the 
first day of ‘Eid al Fur. 
marking the end of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
accompanied by Royal fam- 
ily members. Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
and other dignitaries attend- 
ed prayers at Al 
Hashemiyeh Mosque and 
heard a sermon by mosque 
preacher Ahmad Helayel 
calling for social solidarity 
among the Jordanian soci- 
ety. 

Subsequent to the prayers, 
the King met with well- 
wishers and later visited the 
tombs of the founder of the 
Kingdom the lare King 
Abdullah Ben Al Husssein. 
his father the late King Talal 
and his mother the late 
Queen Zein where he recit- 
ed verses of the Holy 
Koran. 

King Hussein also 
exchanged good wishes on 
the first day of the feast 
with heads of Arab, Muslim 
and other nations. He also 
expressed congratulations 
to the Jordanian people on 
die event of the feast 
through the Jordan Radio 
Arabic call-in programme. 

In a telephone call to the 
President of the United 
Arab Emirates tUAE) 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
Al Nahyan, King Hussein 
discussed recent develop- 
ments in Sudan and voiced 
Jordan's full backing for 
Sheikh Zayed 's initiative 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday attends pra}crs at Al Hashemiyeh Mosque. 
(Photo by Boghos) 


for mediation between the 
Sudanese leadership and 
opposition, stressing Jor- 
dan’s support for Sudtine.se 
unity, sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity. 

The King reassured the 
Jordanian people that the 
two surgical knee opera-' 
lions he underwent last 
week were completely suc- 
cessful and he thanked the 
Jordanian people for the 
concern and good wishes 
accorded to him at the time. 

The King wished his peo- 
ple continued progress and 
a sirens national unirv 


which, he said, can fulfil 
national aspirations. 

Later King Hussein and 
Her Majesty Queen Noor 
left for a trip abroad to the 
United Kingdom. Ireland 
and Germany. 

HRH Prince Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein was sworn 
in as regent. 

The King and Queen were 
accompanied to the airport 
by HRH Prince Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein. Prime 
Minister Abdul K.trim 
Kabariti. royal family mem- 
bers. both parliament speak- 
ers. eabinet members and 


other senior officials and 
high-ranking tinny officers. 

Accompany ing the King 
and Queen on (heir trip is 
Chief of the Royal Court 
Awn Khasawneh. HRH 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, head of the State 
Security Council. HRH 
Princess Ghida Talal and 
head of the international 
press office at the Royal 
Court. 

Governmental and private 
organisations resume nor- 
mal business hours tomor- 
row alter a live-day break 
for 'Eid Al Fitr. 


Fund allocates JD 8 m for 
small-size projects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Devel- 
opment and Employment Fund 
(DEF> has allocated JD 8 mil- 
lion to finance small and medi- 
um-size income-generating 
projects to be undertaken by 
indigent families during IW7. 

DEF Director General Tay- 
seerQubbaa told Jordan Televi- 
sion that in 1996 the DEF grant- 
ed soft loans for such projects, 
effectively creating 2,500 jobs. 

The loans cover a wide-range 
of projects, including those 
given to doctors for medical 
equipment and laboratories as 
well as fanners and heads of 
families undertaking small 
businesses of a commercial or 
an industrial nature. 

'The DEF is a governmental 
auxiliary support, helping it to 
deal with poverty and unem- 
ployment in Jordan," according 
to Mr. Qubbaa. 


It offers loans to farmers 
through the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC) and to fam- 
ily businesses through Ihc 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development iQAFr. he said. 

Not only do individuals bene- 
fit from DEF loans, but also 
group projects undertaken by 
various cooperative societies ui 
villages, the DEF director stat- 
ed. and altogether the DEF 
grttnied loans totalling JD f 
million for such projects ir 

1996. 

He affirmed that the DEF is 
determined this year to expand 
services, offer more loans and 
increase cooperation with the 
ACC. the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF>. the QAF 
and the Vocational Training 
Corporation tVTC) to ensua 
loans to needy individuals and 
groups. 


British embassy to organise privatisation seminar 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The British 
embassy in Amman will 
organise their second work- 
shop and seminar covering the 
privatisation process entitled 
“Build, Own. Operate and 
Transfer." 

This seminar aims at extend- 
ing the opportunity to finance 
infrastructure projects to the 
private sector, according to Al 
Aswaq Arabic daily. 

The workshop will be held 
on Feb. 23 and will aid the Jor- 
danian government in privatis- 
ing public institutions and 
optimising British expertise in 
the field. 

Head of the Privatisation 
Unit at the Prime Ministry 
Adel Qudah and Amman 
Financial Market Director 


General Wahib Sha’er will 
head for Britain next month to 
meet with British officials at 
the budget department, the 
newspaper said. 

Britain is deemed as one of 
the leading countries in pri- 
vatising public institutions and 
companies and therefore Jor- 
dan will take every advantage 
of this experience, Al Aswaq 
stated. 

More than 50 companies 
have been privatised since 
1981 in Britain. The British 
embassy in Amman briefed 
several Jordanian ministers 
and officials regarding the 
British experience in this field 
through organising official vis- 
its for some Jordanian officials 
who had the opportunity to 


meet with their British coun- 
terparts. the newspaper said. 

They were then familiarised 
with the privatisation process 
particularly in the field of 
water and public transporta- 
tion. 

The first workshop was held 
in 1995 with the participation 
of four British companies. Al 
Aswaq reported. 

In the same year, Britain 
extended invitations to Minis- 
ter of Transport Nasser Lawzi 
and Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation Secretary General 
Qusai Quteishat to visit Britain 
to acquaint themselves with 
British expertise in privatising 
regional water resources and 
public transportation. 
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* Barn Hamida exhi- 
bition/sale of handi- 
crafts (rugs, cushions, 
runners, and wall- 
hangings, Jabal 

Amman (TfeL 

658696/7), until Feb. 

2fc 


■ * Works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists enti- 
tled “The New Collec- 
tion 77 at Darat Al 
Fonirn, Jabal Weibdeh, 
Oa. 64325172), until 
Feb.' 27. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent sends cable to Iran 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Abdullah Ben AJ Hussein, 
the Regent, Monday sent a cable of good wishes to Iranian 
President Aii Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani marking his coun- 
try’s celebrations of the anniversary of the Islamic revolu- 
tion. The Regent wished the president continued health and 
happiness and the Iranian people further progress and pros- 
perity. 

House to convene Wednesday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Saad Hayel Srour Monday announced that the House 
will convene Wednesday morning to continue discussions 
regarding the new Jordanian companies draft law. During 
its last meeting on Feb. 2, the House ratified 36 articles of 
the 292 article law. The articles make measures explicit 
which define relations between business partners. 

Weather forecast predicts more cold 

AMMAN (Petra) — Unstable weather conditions will pre- 
vail today with chances of scattered showers, particularly in 
the southern regions, according to Meteorology Department 
sources. The weather forecast for Wednesday predicts con- 
tinued cold with winds westerly moderate. The Aqaba skies 
will be partly cloudy with rain and wind north-westerly 
moderate and” seas calm. The expected minimum and maxi- 
mum temperatures in Amman and surrounding hilly areas 
for tonight and tomorrow are 2-10 degrees Celsius. 



Children celebrate a week-long school holiday with an amusement park ride (Photo 
by Yousef Allan) 


Israeli cabinet debates further schedules 

(Continued from page 1) 


Israel’s previous Labour gov- 
ernment but suspended after 
suicide bombings early last 
year — Arabs had voiced 
fears that the hawkish 
Netanyahu, elected last May. 
might bring peace moves to a 
haft. 

Mr. Netanyahu said on 
Sunday he and Mr. Arafat 
had agreed to start detailed 
talks on future steps outlined 
in die Hebron accord. 

“We agreed on a mecha- 
nism to resolve these issues 
and advance them.” he said. 
Israeli-PNA teams will begin 
talks next Sunday, with a 
economics panel meeting 
before that. 

Mr. Levy said the cabinet 
would decide on the addi- 
tional pullout solely on the 
basis of security' considera- 
tions. He reiterated Israel's 
insistence that it alone will 
determine the nature and 
depth of the pullbacks. The 


PNA insists they must be 
negotiated. 

Mr. Arafat has complained 
of delays on other issues in 
the Hebron deal, including 
the operation of Palestinian 
sea and air ports, the release 
of Palestinian prisoners and 
“free passage" between Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

“A month after the Hebron 
protocol was signed, many 
things should have been 
implemented, including the 
release of women (prison- 
ers). but until now nothing 
has been implemented.” 
Arafat aide Nabil Abu 
Rdainah told Reuters on 
Monday. 

U.S. officials have 
expressed hopes that agree- 
ment on Hebron could pave 
the way for resumption of 
talks with Syria. 

Th Syrian track, seen as the 
cornerstone to an overall 
Middle East peace deal, has 
long been stalled over the 
strategic Golan Heights. 


National Front 
wins another 
municipal poll 

(Continued from page 1 ) 

look 47 j per cent. 

Mr. Anglade had hoped in 
win by gamering enough 
votes from supporters of the 
ruling conservative coali- 
tion. whose candidate with- 
drew after a poor showing in 
the first round. 

Several newspapers, 

including both the left-lean- 
ing daily Liberation and the 
conservative daily Le 
Figaro. deplored Ms. 
Megret's victory hut said 
mainstream parties should 
team from it and work 
together to fight the from. 

Calling the election ''noth- 
ing but a historic incident.” 
Le Figaro said, ’’if il permits 
u new realisation of con- 
science. it will not play a 
negligible role.” 


CDD tabulates accidents 
over ‘Eid Al Fitr 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total 
of 23 people have mi far 
died during ihc 'Eid A I Fitr 
holiday which Maned last 
Saiurdav. of which three 
deaths were attributed to 
road accidents or other 
unfortunate incidents, 
according to a Civil 

Defence Depan mem 

(CDD) statement Monday. 

The statement tabulated a 
total of 492 such incidents 
in Jordan and CDD work- 
ers were called to help in 


fire fighting or rescue oper- 
ations or to offer first aid. 

The statement said that a 
total of 512 people were 
injured in these incidents, 
mostly road accidents 
caused by reckless driving 
during the holiday when 
streets witnessed heavy 
vehicle and pedestrian traf- 
fic in preparation for the 
holidav. 



Man sells decorative hats In celebration of the Muslim 
holiday ‘Eid Al Fitr (photo by Yousef Allan) 



A young boy inspects some of the many wares in evi- 
dence during Ihe days of the ‘Eid (photo by Yousef 
Allan I 
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Algeria counts its dead as 


Ramadan draws to close 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alge- 
ria counted its dead Monday 
following a bloody week- 
end in which at least 28 peo- 
ple. including a couple and 
their baby, were slaughtered 
by extremists as the Muslim 
fisting month of Ramadan 
drew to a close. 

Media reports said the kil- 
lings took place in various 
parts of the country and in 
one incident appeared to in- 
volve a sealing of scores 
between two rival Islamist 
parties. 

The death toll added to an 
already long list of victims, 
mostly civilians, who have 
been killed since the start of 
Ramadan on Jan. 10 in an 
unprecedented spiral of vio- 
lence. 

Muslim extremists vying 
to topple the military- 
backed government had 
pledged to step up their 
campaign of violence dur- 


ing Ram dan. which cele- 
brates the revelation of the 
Koran to the Prophet Mo- 
hammad. 

And they kept to their 
word, slaughtering more 
than 300 civilians, some- 
times entire families singled 
out and hacked to death. 

The real figure could be 
much higher, however, be- 
cause it does not include 
fundamentalists or members 
of the security forces killed 
in frequent clashes. 

Newspapers said that in 
one incident this weekend, 
gunmen passing themselves 
off as police massacred 14 
people — belonging to two 
families — in Eucalyptus, a 
neighbourhood on the 
southeastern limits of the 
capital Algiers. 

On Friday, the eve of Eid 
A1 Fitr. the feast that marks 
the end of Ramadan, a for- 
mer football player. Mo- 


hammad Madam, was mur- 
dered in Kouba, one of the 
capital’s eastern suburbs. 

The following day armed 
attackers killed a couple and 
their baby in the Beau Frai- 
sier district above Algiers. 

The other victims were 
killed in various other inci- 
dents including one in 
which gunmen opened fire 
on worshippers leaving a 
mosque in Meftah, 25 kilo- 
metres southeast of Algiers. 
Two people were killed and 
seven wounded. 

Newspapers also reported 
that six people were killed 
Sunday in the village of 
Oued Senane, located in the 
Medea region 100 kilome- 
tres south of Algiers, and 
two others in the nearby vil- 
lage of Kouali. 

In Oued Senane, the as- 
sailants, said to belong to 
the radical Armed Islamic 
Group, reportedly also 



Indian poll officials open a ballot box as they prepare for vote counting for the Punjab 
state assembly elections in Ludhiana city Sunday. The pro-Sikh Akali Dal party won 
the polls in northern Indian state (Reuter photo) 


Sikhs ride to sweeping 
victory in India’s Punjab 


CHANDIGARH. India (R) 
— A Sikh party was poised 
Monday to rule India’s Pun- 
jab state for the next five 
years after a landslide victo- 
ry in the farming region’s 
first peaceful elections in 
nearly two decades. 

The Akali Dal. led by for- 
mer Chief Minister Prakash 
Singh Badal. and its ally the 
right wing Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party iBJP) won an 
overwhelming four-fifths of 
the 117 seals in the state 
legislature. 

•‘The Hindus dominate the 
cities. The BJP is their ma- 
jor mouthpiece. Sikhs dom- 
inate the countryside. The 
combination is formidable." 
said Ashis Nandy. an ana- 
lyst at the Centre for the 
Stud)' of Developing Socie- 
ties in New Delhi. 

It was a significant win 
for the Sikh party, which 
won a dominant 74 seats af- 
ter boycotting the last Pun- 
jab elections in 1992. The 
state’s ruling Congress Par- 
ty was reduced to a humili- 
ating also-ran with only 14 
seats. 

"This is a sweeping victo- 
ry. a good result from un- 
precedented peaceful 
polls," Punjab’s Chief Elec- 
toral Officer Brajendra 
Singh told Reuters. 

”1 would like to concede 


victory to the Akali Dal." 
Congress General Secretary 
Ghulam Nabi Azad told 
state-run Doordarshan Tele- 
vision. “We may have lost, 
but democracy has won." 

Election officials noted 
that a strong 69 per cent of 
the state's 15 million voters 
had turned out for Friday’s 
polls, in sharp contrast with 
1992 when a scant 22 per 
cent voted in an election 
overshadowed by Sikh sep- 
aratist violence. 

"It is a historic win aL a 
historic moment for Punjab. 
It signals an era of peace 
and prosperity," Akali Dal 
spokesman Kanwaljit Singh 
told Reuters. 

A rival, pro-separatist fac- 
tion of the Akali Dal won 
just one seat in Monday’s 
final tally. Its leader, former 
police official turned mili- 
tant Simranjit Singh Mann, 
was defeated. 

State officials said the 69- 
vear-old Badai was expect- 
ed to take office as Punjab’s 
chief minister later this 
week. 

The rich farming region 
bordering Pakistan was 
roiled by years of guerrilla 
violence that peaked in June 
1984 when the army at- 
tacked Sikhdom's holiest 
shrine, the Golden Temple, 
to flush out militants holed 


up there. 

Four months later then 
Prime Minister Indira Gan- 
dhi was assassinated by two 
Sikh bodyguards and In- 
dia’s capital Delhi was 
rocked by anti-Sikh rioting. 

Sikh-Hindu ties frayed as 
the militants pursued their 
goal of a separate Sikh 
homeland called Khalistan, 
but the revolt was put down 
by a harsh security crack- 
down. Nearly 20.000 peo- 
ple died in the violence. 

Analysts said the Akali 
Dal's poll alliance with the 
BJP offered Sikhs and Hin- 
dus a chance to overcome 
the distrust. 

"The Akalis never encour- 
aged militancy. They were 
soft on the militants. The 
militancy was the handi- 
work of groups which were 
opposed to the Akalis.” Mr. 
Nandy said. 

Kanwaljit Singh, a former 
interior minister, underlined 
the new mood of reconcilia- 
tion. saying the Akali Dal 
had shifted its focus from 
the welfare of the state’s 
majority Sikhs to friendship 
with its minority Hindus. 

“Hindus may be in a mi- 
nority in Punjab, but we 
have realised that the state 
cannot progress without 
their total involvement in its 
governance." he said. 


Five injured by World War II 
grenade in Berlin — firefighters 


BERLIN (R) — ■ Five chil- 
dren were injured here 
Sunday . two of them seri- 
ouslv/when a World War 


II grenade they were play- 
ing with exploded, a 


Berlin Fire Brigade 
spokesman said. 

“The explosion was pro- 
bably caused by a World 
War* II hand grenade. The 
children were playing with 
it and it went off,” spokes- 
man Matthias Waligora 
told journalists at the 
scene. 

Police and firefighters 
evacuated apartment buil- 
dings surrounding the yard 
where the children, aged 
10 to 13. were plrymg. 


and the injured were taken 
to hospital, Mr. Waligora 
said. 

“I heard the explosion 
and came running out. 1 
saw the children in the 
yard.” said Christian 
Schroeder. 16, who lives 
nearby. He and a friend ran 
to help the children and 
called the emergency ser- 
vices. 

-*The explosion gave 
them such a shock that 
they were running about in 
the yard. We had to catch 
them and calm them 
down.” he said. “Two of 
them were lying in the 


rard totally covered in 


ood. It took five to 10 


minutes for the ambulance 
to come/’Schroeder said. 

Mr. Waligora said the 
two children who were 
seriously hurt had multiple 
curs to the upper body 
from grenade fragments, ft 
was not dear what injuries 
the other three had sus- 
tained. 

Police said they wanted 
to bring in sniffer dogs to 
search the area in case 
there were any more gre- 
nades or explosives. 

Unexploded World War 
n bombs are still occa- 
sionally found in Germa- 
ny, often by construction 
workers. 



slaughtered 60 heads of cat- 
tle owned by the victims 
who backed the rival 
Islamic Salvation Army. 

The bloodshed so far this 
year has been the worst 
since the extremists began a 
terror campaign five years 
ago following the cancella- 
tion of elections that the 
now-banned Islamic Sal- 
vation Front (FIS) was 
poised to win. 

According to Western es- 
timates. more than 50,000 
people have been killed. 

Algiers saw the worst of 
the violence over the past 
month with a series of 
bombs, set off without war- 
ning and designed to cause 
maximum damage. 

Although the capital was 
relatively quiet over the past 
few days, parking was 
strictly regulated to prevent 
new car bomb attacks. 


Separatist 
Muslims 
riot in 
China 


BELTING (AFP) — Radi- 
cal Muslim separatists ran 
amok in a remote Chinese 
border town last week, car- 
rying out robberies, looting 
and assaults around the 
main square, a local televi- 
sion journalist said Mon- 
day. 

A newspaper report from 
Hong Kong said at least 10 
ethnic Chinese were killed 
in an attack by more than 
1,000 local Muslim youths 
calling for an independent 
homeland, while witnesses 
also spoke of hearing about 
some deaths in the town 
bordering Kazakhstan. 

But . the local reporter, 
contacted by AFP in the re- 
mote city of Yining, played 
down the incident saying 
only a handful of Muslims 
were involved while four 
or five thieves had been 
detained. 

“There were no killings, 
but there were beatings, 
looting and robbery. We 
broadcast the story on local 
television because they 
looted several vehicles and 
attacked people in the 
name of religion,” said the 
TV journalist from the Yili 
Kazakh autonomous pre- 
fecture station. 

He said the handful of 
trouble-makers had come 
from the southern part of 
Xinjiang province and 
were not local. 

“Also, they attacked both 
Muslims and han Chinese, 
we don’t have serious (eth- 
nic! problems here.” he 
added. 

The local government 
was even more reticent in 
its account, although a 
spokesman for the Propa- 
ganda Department did con- 
firm that a disturbance had 
taken place between Feb. 5 
and 6. 

“You will have to wait 
until Xinhua (the Chinese 
state news agency.) reports 
it. We have no other com- 
ment to make,” he said. 

However, other residents 
of the town, which was the 
site of Sino-Soviet clashes 
in the 1960s and is still run 
like a garrison with few 
Chinese daring to venture 
out at night, said the riot 
was on a far bigger scale 
than that reported on televi- 
sion. 

“As soon as the trouble 
started, I locked all my doors 
and stayed inside with my 
relatives,” said a young eth- 
nic Chinese woman who 
refused to give her name. 

“We heard reports of kil- 
lings and awful things, but 
we didn’t see anything as 
we stayed right here, and 
no one I know was killed,” 
she added. 

Her account backed re- 
ports in the Ming Pao Chi- 
nese-language daily in 
Hong Kong which said at 
least 10 people were killed 
in the unrest. 

The report said all the 
victims were from the eth- 
nic Han majority and some 
of the victims were burned 
by the rioting youths, with- 
out given further details. 


Ecuador’s Vice-President Rosalia Arteaga (left), appointed interim president amidst 
the political crisis sparked by the ouster of Abdaia Bocaram, talks briefly with 
Commander-In-Chief of the armed forces. General Paco Moncayo Sunday during a 
ceremony in the presidential palace in which she received her appointment. Mrs. 
Arteaga will be in office for a few days until Congress passes new legislation to allow 
it to reappoint its leader, Fabian Alarcon as president (Reuter photo) 


2 more die in Albanian rioting 


VLORE, Albania (Agencies) — Two de- 
monstrators died Monday in street clashes 
with riot police in the southern Albanian 
port of Vlore. one of a bullet wound, the 
other of a heart attack, hospital staff said. 

The casualties brought to three the num- 
ber of dead in two days of clashes pitting 
anti-government protesters against police. 

A duty nurse at Vlore Hospital said a 30- 
year-old demonstrator had suffered a bullet 
wound extending from the shoulder to the 
spine and died after an operation and large 
blood transfusions. The second victim, a 
man of 51, died of heart failure before 
reaching hospital. 

A total of 26 people remained in hospital 
with various injuries. Fifty more had been 
released after treatment. 

Ambulances raced through the town after 
a morning of pitched battles in which 
demonstrators cornered policemen and 
forced them to retreat into surrounding 
hills. They later advanced to the police sta- 
tion and erected street barricades. 

One man died in the first clashes which 
erupted Sunday evening, when protesters 
threw stones at the police station and police 
fired back into the cur. Officials said he died 
of a heart attack, demonstrators blamed the 
police for his death. 

It was by far the worst violence in Albania 
since protesters took tathe streets to accuse 
the government of collusion in the collapse 
of Pyramid investments schemes that had 
robbed many Albanians of their savings. 

Shots rang out and demonstrators and 
police threw* rocks and stones at each other 
as some 10.000 people marched through the 
streets of Vlore to protest the collapse of a 
bogus savings scheme lasr Tuesday, a wit- 
ness said. 

“There are injured from both sides. The 
hospital is full,” a nurse at the Vlore 
Hospital, who declined to give his name, 
told AFP. 

Despite the violence, which has now left 
more than 150 people injured in the past 
two days, thousands of people continued 
their rally into Monday afternoon, gather- 
ing outside the police station and trying to 
break into the building where several dozen 
officers were barricaded. 

Monday’s protest was the sixth straight 
day of anti-government rallies in Vlore. The 
violence in the town Sunday and Monday 
amounts to the worst unrest in Albania 


Yeltsin welcomes cooperation 
with new Chechen leader 


MOSCOW (AFP.) — Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin, who is 
sending his security council 
chief to the inauguration of 
Chechen President-Elect 
Aslan Maskhadov, is press- 
ing on with cooperation 
plans despite the republic's 
outspoken claims to sover- 
eignty. 

In a Kremlin statement 
released Monday Mr. Yel- 
tsin said “the fed era] min- 
istries and departments 
must cooperate with the 
newly-elected (Chechen) 
institutions to discuss the 
concrete and immediate 
measures that need to be 
taken.’’ 

In order to do this it is ne- 
cessary to “make sure that 
pensions and social funds 
are paid and that social, 
medical and teaching estab- 
lishments are running 


again.” the statement said. 

Mr. Maskhadov, who was a 
clear winner in Checbenya’s 
landmark Jan. 27 presidential 
elections with just under 60 
per cent of the vote, will be 
sworn in Wednesday. 

The head of Russia’s Se- 
curity Council. Ivan Ryb- 
kio, will attend the inaugu- 
ration. Mr. Rybkin was ap- 
pointed Russia’s mediator 
in Chechenya after Mr. Yel- 
tsin sacked his predecessor 
Alexander Lebed from the 
post last year. 

Mr. Maskhadov’s election 
was welcomed by Mr. Yel- 
tsin last month, who said it 
provided “a serious chance 
for the centre and Lhe new 
Chechen leadership to con- 
tinue negotiations and arrive 
at mutually acceptable deci- 
sions on Chechenya’s status.” 

Chechenya’s new leader 


meanwhile was red no time 
in declaring that Chechenya 
“is an independent state 
which has declared sover- 
eignty. Now it remains that 
the independence be recog- 
nised by all countries, inc- 
luding Russia.” 

So far no country has 
recognised Chechenya as an 
independent state. 

Under an August 1996 
peace treaty which ended 
the Chechens’ 21 -month 
war of independence wjrh 
Russia, the two sides gave 
themselves five years to 
work out their murual rela- 
tions and a statute for the 
tiny republic. 

Last week Moscow warned 
that if foreign dignitaries 
were to attend Mr. Maskha- 
dov’s swearing in, this would 
be considered “unfriendly 
towards Russia" 


Tajik rebel leader returns to 
negotiate in hostage crisis 


DUSHANBE (R) — A Tajik rebel leader 
returned home from Afghanistan Monday to 
help negotiate the release of hostages held by 
his fighters and a government spokesman said 
this could help break a week-old deadlock. 

This is a serious advance towards ending 
the problem of the boscages,” Zafar Saidov 
told Reuters in the Tajik capital. Dushanbe, 
referring ro the return of Rizvon Sadirov. 

But there was no news on the outcome of 


wiy talks in the former Soviet republic, where 
e government faces tough opposition from 
armed groups ot Islamic fighters 

Mr. Sadirov's brother Bakhrom is holdin* 
15 captives in the town of Obiraam. i n a 
inounianeons ana some SO kilometres east of 
the Tajik capital Dushanbe. 

The first hostages were seized last Tuesdav 

SLJj rcbeIs laX£r , captured a carload of 
Russian reporters and four U.N. workers 1 


Ecuador s 
Arteaga *|* 
takes over 


as crisis 
ebbs 


since protests erupted last month. 

Trouble flared early in the town Monday, 
when between 300 and 400 demonstrators 
clashed with police. Stones were thrown at 
police who withdrew into the centre of the 
town as the crowd chanted “we want our 
money,” and “down with the govern menL” 

Some 50 police officers were forced by 
the crowds to remove their uniforms, which 
were subsequently set ablaze, witnesses 
said. 

Albanian President Sail Berisha invited 
protesters in Vlore to hold talks with the 
government to stop the volatile situation 
from exploding. 

However, on Monday the government, 
blaming the “extreme left” for stirring up 
trouble called on resident in Vlore “to dis- 
tance themselves from these illegal pro- 
tests.” 

In a statement released Monday, the gov- 
ernment added that the police were “decid- 
ed and ready to respond in accordance with 
the law, to all acts of terrorism.” 

Albania has been gripped by unrest for 
the past month since the shaky investment 
schemes started imploding. Tens of thou- 
sands of people have taken to the streets of 
towns across the country to vent their anger 
at losing their life savings. 

The opposition Socialist Party, a re- 
vamped group of one-time Communists 
who ruled this impoverished East European 
country for almost 50 years, says the gov- 
ernment is to blame for the spectacular 
financial collapses in Albania and called for 
early elections. 

It has also called for all those who lost 
money in the Pyramid schemes to continue 
their protests until the state reimburses 
them. 

Die government has pledged to try and 
make good the losses of some of the hard- 
est-hit investors, but has denied responsibil- 
ity in the investment scams. 

In Drana Saturday, police intervened to 
break up demonstrations, clubbing protest- 
ers. politicians and journalists alike and 
hauling in opposition leaders for question- 
ing. 

Mr. Berisha ordered an enquiry into the 
alleged police violence, saying that the use 
of force was “unacceptable against politi- 
cians and journalists.” 

He also condemned violence against the 
security forces, and state and public property. 


QUITO (R) — Ecuador’s 
Vice-President Rosalia Ar- 
teaga Sunday was appoint- 
ed head of a caretaker gov- 
ernment that brought an 
end to the political crisis 
sparked by the ouster of 
flamboyant leader Abdaia 
Bucaram. 

Mr. Bucaram, dubbed “el 
loco” — madman — for 
his sometimes bizarre be- 
haviour. stepped down ear- 
ly Sunday just six months 
after he won office, driven 
out by a paralysing strike 
and a revolt in the con- 
gress. 0 

A smiling .Arteaga, a 40- 
year-old lawyer and former 
education minister, gave a 
brief speech at the ornate 
Carandelet Presidential Pa- 
lace. saying Ecuador “for- 
tunately found a constitu- 
tional solution” to a crisis 
that had put it “on the edge 
of the abyss.” 

Acknowledging she 
would head a brief transi- 
tional government, she la- 
ter told a news conference 
that “order has been res- 
tored ... The country is not 
paralysed ... We can guar- 
antee security.” 

Legislators said Congress 
would meet Tuesday to 
pass legislation allowing it 
to reappoint its leader. Fa- 
bian Alarcon, us president, 
with Mrs. Arteaga return- 
ing to the vice-presidency. 

Mr. Alarcon. 50. would in 
mm serve as interim head 
of state until Aug. 10. 4 
1998, then hand over po- 
wer to a new president cho- 
sen in general elections to 
be held in May or June next 
year, a vote the ousted Mr. 
Bucaram vowed to play a 
role in. 

Mrs. Arteaga's appoint- 
ment resulted from late- 
- ‘flight talks between legisla- 
tors and military leaders 
who, political sources said, 
were reluctant to back any 
deal that had no legal 
standing. 

In a joint statement Sun- 
day. the armed forces and 
National Police reiterated 
“unyielding democratic vo- 
cation and absolute respect 
for the constitution.” 

Mr. Alarcon was initially 
voted in as president by 
Congress Thursday after 
two days of demonstrations 
protesting Mr. Bucaram’s 
austerity plan led to the dis- 
missal of Mr. Bucaram for 
“mental incompetence." - 
With a constitution vague 
on the issue of succession, 
three people, Mr. Bucaram. 

Mrs. Arteaga and Mr. Alar- 
con, all claimed the presi- 
dency, and leading legisla- 
tors turned to the armed 
forces as the final arbiter. 

Mr. Bucaram left the capr 
ital late Friday and finally 
gave up his fight to save his 
presidency Sunday, saying 
a military-backed “con- 
gressional coup” left him 
without power to rule. 

He remained defiant, 
however, and said he was 
not dead politically in the 
Andean nation of 12 mil- 
lion people. 

Analysts agreed with his 
assessment. 

“Bucaram is not finished, 
he II continue to play an A 
important role in politics. 

In the next elections people 
will seek to elect an out- 
sider and that could well be 
Mr. Bucaram again.” said 
Jaime Duran, head of pol- 
ling and consulting firm In- 
fomie Confidencial. 

In a rambling interview 
on national television gran- 
ted at his home in the Paci- 
fic coast city of Guayaquil, 

Mr- Bucaram vowed to 
make a political comeback, 
^ying: “I m going to be a 
candidate for the presiden- 
cy in the next elections.” 

And the man who cam- 
paigned last year as a 
champion of the poor yet 
enraged his impoverished 
nation with economic belt- 
tightening measures said 

Ecuadoreans would bitterly 
regret his dismissal. M 
y you think I’m crazy w 
today just wait to see what 
kind of craziness is coming 
m the future.” he said. 
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Police inspect a body which lies on the front porch of the Raurimu Lodge Sunday, after six people were killed and 
another five were seriously wounded in a shotgun massacre In the town of Raurimu In New Zealand’s central 
North Island. A suspect for the killings was found naked and unarmed in a far mlan d close to the scene of the slay- 
ing and was charged in court for one count of murder (Reuter photo) 

Schizophrenic son shatters N. Zealand family 


WELLINGTON (R) — 
New Zealand health author- 
ities said Monday a man 
chained in the killing of one 
of six people slain in a 
weekend shotgun shooting 
rampage at a family lodge 
was a mental health patient. 

Police arrested Stephen 
Anderson stark naked in the 
tiny central North Island 
resort settlement of Rauri- 
mu soon after the shootings 
Saturday and charged him 
with one count of murder. 

New Zealand health au- 
thorities admitted Mr. An- 
derson was a mental patient 
but would give no other de- 
tails. Friends and neigh- 
bours said the Anderson fa- 
mily was devastated when 
Stephen. 22, was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia a year 
ago. 

The family was even more 
devastated Monday, with Mr. 
Anderson’s father, Neville 
Anderson, a . 60-yeagflld 
-budding.- operator, among! 
the 'six dead. Five pepplei 
were seriously wounded and 
another was slightly injured 

Helen Anderson, who es- 
caped through a back door 
when the shooting began, 
lost her husband, a neigh- 
bour and a friend — and her 
son is charged with murder. 


After a brief Sunday court 
appearance, Stephen was 
remanded in prison for a 
psychiatric report. He will 
appear Wednesday in a Ha- 
milton Court, where police 
say he will face more 
charges. 

The family, which lives in 
an exclusive street in Wel- 
lingion housing residences of 
ambassadors, had planned a 
weekend outing for friends at 
their Raurimu lodge, built by 
Neville Anderson. 

The area was described by 
Prime Minister Jim Bolger 
as one of the most peaceful 
and idyllic in a beautiful 
country. 

Ian Garratt, a long-time 
friend of the Andersons, 
described what happened 
when the gunman started 
shooting. 

“They were all having 
breakfast. The gunman 
came into the ski lodge 
through this one door in the 
'back with a shotgun. 

“The gunman just present- 
ed the shotgun at Nev (Ne- 
ville Anderson) and Nev 
walked over to him and 
grabbed the front of the bar- 
rel and he pulled the trigger. 

“From there on he didn't 
stop," he said. 

Neighbours painted a pic- 


ture of a kind, friendly fam- 
ily, with the Andersons do- 
ing much to help their son. 

When he had trouble fit- 
ting in at the local high 
school, he was sent as a 
boarder to Rathkeale Col- 
lege, one of the country’s 
most expensive schools. 

A woman family friend 
said the parents tried lo give 
Stephen a good life, includ- 
ing taking him on regular 
hiking holidays. 

Stephen graduated as a 
dental technician and 
worked at a Wellington 
company until September 
1995 when he resigned vol- 
untarily because of his 
health problems. 

The mass shooting, fifth 
of its kind in New Zealand 
in the 1990s, has caused 
new sou] searching of the 
country’s relatively liberal 
gun laws and its new-style 
mental health service, 
. which mainly helps patients 
while they remain in’ the 
community. j -j: j 

Mr. Bolger said the Rauri- 
mu shootings would be ta- 
ken into account in a review 
of gun laws already under 
way as a result of the Port 
Arthur and Dunblane shoot- 
ings in Australia and Bri- 
tain. He expects some tight- 


ening of the laws. 

Former prime minister 
and senior opposition MP 
Mike Moore said New Zea- 
land's mental health pro- 
grammes were in crisis. 

"The care of acutely dis- 
turbed psychiatric patients 
outside hospitals in what is 
dishonestly called the com- 
munity has not worked and 
has been discredited inter- 
nationally as a failed exper- 
iment,” he said. 

One lifeless flag hanging 
at half-mast in Raurimu 
Monday was the only out- 
ward sign of Saturday’s car- 
nage. 

"Some people have left," 
said Gordon Stewart, who 
initially raised the alarm 
about the shootings in the 
hamlet, nestled in hills un- 
der the majestic Mount 
Ruapehu volcano. 

“They’ve decided it's a 
good idea to get away from 
here for a while." he said. 

CM? i Sartifday‘, Raurimu 
resettled 'a 'waif' zone',' with 
armed police, ambulances 
and helicopters swarming 
all over the area. About 70 
police have been working 
on the case and have so far 
removed five of the six bod- 
ies from the scene of the 
shootings. 


Zaire opposition strike closes much of Kinshasa 


KINSHASA (R) — An op- 
position strike call closed 
down much of Zaire's capi- 
tal Kinshasa Monday, with 
the Central Bank open but 
many shops, businesses and 
government offices closed, 
witnesses said. 

The main opposition of 
Sacred Union of the Radical 
Opposition (USOR) of Et- 
ienne Tshisekedi called the 
protest to demand the re- 
moval of Prime Minister 
Kengo Wa Dondo. 

The opposition, which has 
called for negotiations with 
rebels in the east, attacked 
Mr. Kengo’s conduct of the 
war with Tutsi-led rebels in 
the east and accused him of 
stalling on organising pro- 
mised elections as a way of 
hanging on to power. 

Soldiers in military vehi- 
cles patrolled potential 
flashpoints and civil guards 


deployed at petrol stations 
which mostly stayed shut 
In one residential district 
youths set fire to tyres but 
there was no early report of 
violence. 

The radical opposition 
called a similar protest in 
1995. It flopped with busi- 
nesses and government offi- 
ces working normally. 

This time many private 
and public sector workers 
followed the calL The Cent- 
ral Bank and prime minis- 
ter’s offices operated but 
Kinshasa’s business district 
— where June 30 Boule- 
vard is usually blocked by 
traffic jams — was almost 
deserted. 

Elsewhere, no newspapers 
appeared. Most drivers of 
taxis and mini-buses fol- 
lowed the call. The central 
market was closed but occa- 
sional vendors laid out their 


wares on its outskirts. 

There were no immediate 
details on the response to 
the strike call elsewhere in 
the sprawling central Afri- 
can nation. 

There was no fresh word 
Monday on what was hap- 
pening on the war front, 
where rebel forces have 
been pushing north, south 
and particularly west. 

A senior Defence Ministry 
official acknowledged that 
the government counter-of- 
fensive, launched on Jan. 20. 
had failed to make major 
advances. He said the army 
planned lo use planes and he- 
licopter gunships to turn the 
tide againsr the rebels. 

“The army will rely heav- 
ily on air strikes to defeat 
the rebels,” he told Reuters. 
“The counter-offensive has 
been launched but it has not 
got into high gear.” 


Rebel leader Laurent Ka- 
bila said in his headquarters 
Sunday that his forces 
would target Kisangani, 
Zaire's third largest city and 
headquarters for the coun- 
ter-offensive. 

He said that the Tutsi-led 
rebels would not march on 
the village of Tingi Tingi 
where up to 130.000 fright- 
ened Rwandan Hutus have 
taken refuge, 200 kilome- 
tres south of Kisangani. 

U.N. refugee supremo Sa- 
dako Ogata, who visited the 
camp Saturday, welcomed 
the decision. She was spea- 
king in Kenya. 

Mrs. Ogata has expressed 
concern that rebel advances 
will further endanger up to 
300,000 trapped Hutu refu- 
gees who fled Rwanda fear- 
ing reprisals after the 1994 
genocide of minority Tutsis 
bv hardline Hutus. 


McDougal reportedly to testify against Clinton 


NEW YORK (R) — James 
McDougal, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's former part- 
ner in the failed Whitewater 
real estate venture, has 
changed his story in a bid to 
avoid jail and told prosecu- 
tors Mr. Clinton attended a 
meeting in which an illegal 
loan was discussed, the 
New Yorker Magazine said 
Sunday. 

In hits first media inter- 
view since agreeing to coo- 
perate with Whitewater pro- 
secutors. Mr. McDougal 
told New Yorker correspon- 
dent James Stewart that Mr. 
Clinton was present at a 
1986 meeting in which an 
illegal $300,000 loan to Mr. 
McDougal’s then wife Su- 
san was discussed with Da- 
vid Hale, a businessman 
.who specialised in broker- 
ing loans involving the 
small business administra- 
tion. 

The White House Sunday 
referred questions to a Clin- 
ton Attorney, who said he 
would not comment about 


Mr. McDougal. 

Mr. Stewart said prosecu- 
tors would not be able to 
make a case against Mr. 
Clinton simply on the basis 
of Mr. McDougal’s change 
in testimony but would need 
“Thither corroborating evi- 
dence — records, details, 
new witnesses — that Susan 
McDougal might lead them 
to.” 

He said that without her 
help “the inquiry into die 
president’s possible in- 
volvement in illegal activity 
in Arkansas appears sty- 
mied.” 

The legal proceedings 
arose from the failure of the 
Madison Savings and Loan 
Association, which cost tax- 
payers an estimated $65 
million. 

The Clintons entered into 
a partnership with the 
McDougals in the White- 
water real estate venture in 
1978, when Mr. Clinton was 
governor of Arkansas. Al- 
though their investment lost 
money, questions have 


arisen about whether funds 
for the project were si- 
phoned from the Savings 
and Loan, which was also a 
McDougal holding. 

At the McDougals’ bank 
fraud and conspiracy trial 
last year Mr, Clinton denied 
in videotaped testimony 
that he ever attended any 
such meeting or put pres- 
sure on Mr. Hale, who testi- 
fied that the president had 
pressured him and warned 
him not to speak about it. 

James McDougal backed 
Mr. Clinton's account then, 
saying under oath at his trial 
that no such three-way 
meeting with Mr. Hale took 
place. 

But after being found 
guilty and facing up to 84 
years in jail, Mr. McDougal 
changed his story and went 
as far as to claim Mr. 
Clinton may have wanted to 
help his wife because he 
once had an affair with her, 
Mr. Stewart said. Susan 
McDougal called the accu- 
sation an outright lie. 


Susan McDougal was 
found guilty of fraud and 
sentenced to two years in 
jail, a verdict she is appeal- 
ing. But she was sent to jail 
for refusing to testify before 
the Whitewater grand juiy. 

She accused independent 
counsel Kenneth Starr of 
wanting her to peijure her- 
self by implicating Mr. 
Clinton, whom she said did 
nothing wrong. 

Although Susan McDou- 
gal called the Whitewater 
investigation a witchhunt 
and said Mr. Clinton was 
innocent of any wrongdoing 
in the case, her ex-husband 
suggested she might have 
another reason to protect the 
president, Mr. Stewan said. 

He said that in his inter- 
view with Mr. McDougal, 
the former banker and Ar- 
kansas Democratic Party fi- 
gure told of intercepting a 
telephone call between his 
wife and Mr. Clinton in 
1982 in which they dis- 
cussed intimate things. 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, February 11, 1997 


Serbian opposition rallies 
before parliament meets 


BELGRADE fR) — Ser- 
bia’s political opposition 
said it would keep up pres- 
sure Monday, rallying on 
the streets as parliament 
prepares to reinstate disput- 
ed election results. 

When it assembles in ex- 
traordinary session Tues- 
day, parliament is expected 
to approve a bill reinstating 
opposition gains in munici- 
pal elections last November. 

Even if it does so, thereby 
meeting the central demand 
of opponents of the authori- 
rarian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, the daily demon- 
strations are expected to 
continue at least until the 
new law is officially gazet- 
ted in about 10 days time. 

“We cannot believe those 
who stole (the municipal 
vote) until they officially fix 
the theft,” opposition De- 
mocratic Party spokesman 
Slobodan Vuksanovic told 
Reuters. “That is. until all 
the mandates in all the mu- 
nicipalities where we won 


are verified.” 

Results of the Nov. 17 
municipal poll were an- 
nulled by Mr. Milosevic's 
Socialists on grounds of “ir- 
regularities" prompting do- 
mestic protests and foreign 
criticism. 

For weeks Mr. Milosevic 
ignored the rallies that rou- 
tinely drew tens of thou- 
sands of people onto the 
streets. Then nine days ago 
he ordered paramilitary po- 
lice to clear downtown Bel- 
grade. and in repeated baton 
charges scores of people 
were injured. 

Last Tuesday, apparently 
stung by the mounting inter- 
national outcry, he said he 
was asking parliament to re- 
instate die opposition's 
election successes in 14 
towns and cities, including 
Belgrade. 

Already leaders of the 
three-party opposition Za- 
jedno (Together) Coalition 
have expressed misgivings 
over Mr. Milosevic's appar- 


ent climbdown. saying not 
all the municipal results are 
listed in the draft law. 

Zajedno co-leader Zoran 
Djindjic told Sunday's de- 
monstrators: "In our opin- 
ion. Milosevic... Has no in- 
tention of raising the white 
flag, but only of consolidat- 
ing” his strength and then 
trying to win back what he 
lost personally." 

He said Mr. Milosevic in- 
tended to reduce the already 
limited powers of local coun- 
cils by stripping them of their 
sources of revenue. 

The opposition also wants 
free media and independent 
courts, and it seeks to res- 
tore the independence of 
Studio B. a Belgrade televi- 
sion station controlled by 
the state. 

“He i Milosevic) can rest 
assured there will be hun- 
dreds of thousands in the 
streets again if he does not 
free it.” Mr. Djindjic said. 

State-run Belgrade Radio, 
meanwhile, accused Zajed- 


no leaders Sunday night of 
trying to topple the state. 

"There is no Jouht any 
more that for the last two- 
and-a-hulf months, the ring- 
leaders. that is. the leaders 
of the Zajedno Coalition 
have been striving inten- 
sively on the streets of Bel- 
grade and several other 
towns in Serbia jo brine 
down not only the current 
authorities but also the 
slate." the radio said. 

The Yugoslav News 
Agency Tanjug also carried 
the report. 

■■Difficult month* lie be- 
fore us.” Mr. Djindjic said. 

Monday's rallies begun 
with more than 20(1 univer- 
sity professors and tutors 
demanding the resignation 
of the pro-Milosevic rector 
of Belgrade University. 

Students were expected to 
mount their customarv 
march through (lie Serbian 
capital later, with (he Zajed- 
no rally planned after dark 
in the citv centre. 


Sri Lanka 
seizes 
suspected 
rebel 
arms ship 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan Armed Forces 
seized a Cyprus-registered 
freighter suspected of 
smuggling arms for Tamil 
rebels and also sank a rebel 
boat off the northeastern 
coast, military officials 
said Monday. 

The first seizure of a sus- 
pected arms-smuggling 
ship in a year occurred 
Sunday off rebel-held 
Mullaitivu and coincided 
wiffi' a 1 big’ army' offensive 
against the Liberation Ti- 
g ers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), who are fighting 
for a minority Tamil home- 
land. 

Air force Ml-24 helicop- 
ters fired on the freighter, 
identified as the Caribbean 
Queen, which was later es- 
corted by navy fast-attack 
boats to the government- 
held port of Trincomalee. 
military officials in Trin- 
comalee and Colombo 
said. 

A Defence Ministry 
spokesman confirmed the 
seizure of the freighter but 
had no details. 

None of the freighter's 
Cuban crew was hurt, the 
military officials said, but 
it was not clear how many 
were aboard. The cargo 
hold was empty, they ad- 
ded. The home port of the 
freighter and other details 
of the ship were not 
known. 

The Ml-24 gunships 
opened fire on the freighter 
when it tried to escape off- 
shore, starting a small fire 
on board which was put 
out, said the officials, who 
asked not to be named. 

“The ship, sailing from 
Calcutta to Colombo, was 
stationaiy when she was 
sighted, closer to the shore 
than vessels using the nor- 
mal shipping route,” one 
Colombo military official 
said. 

The gunships also spot- 
ted a small LTTE boat 
speeding away from the 
freighter and sank it in a 
brief engagement, the offi- 
cials said. 

“When challenged over 
the radio, the freighter be- 
gan heading south,” he 
said. “Around the same 
time a small boat was seen 
speeding away from the 
ship and was blown up.” it 
was not clear how many 
rebels were aboard the 
boat. 

The navy and air force 
have stepped up coastal 
patrols around this Indian 
Ocean island to intercept 
ships ferrying arms to the 
LTTE. 

Earlier Sunday, the navy 
and air force sank two LTTE 
radar-picket boats near the 
island of Iranaitivu off 
Mannar on the northwest 
coast. At least 10 LTTE 
rebels were believed killed, 
officials said. 


NATO steps up patrols in 
disputed Bosnian towns 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO 
said Sunday that Spanish 
peacekeeping troops had 
stepped up patrols in the 
Bosnian town of Mostar af- 
ter a spate of explosions 
raised tensions between ri- 
val Muslim and Croat com- 
munities. 

The NATO-led peace 
force said it ordered the 
move to try to discourage 
further violence which has 
accompanied political bat- 
tles between Muslim and 
Croat leaders, a spokesman 
said. 

“The Spanish are increas- 
ing the frequency of patrols 
to try and calm tilings down 
there." Major Tony .White, a 
spokesman for the Stabili- 
sation Force (SFOR) told 
Reuters. 

International police moni- 
tors reported an explosion 
Saturday afternoon in a 
main square straddling a 
former front line. On Friday 
evening, a blast shattered 
windows in a Roman Ca- 
tholic monastery in the 
Croat-held western sector. 

In the worst violence in 
several months, seven ex- 
plosions axrked Mostar 
Thursday, including two 
rifle grenades fired at an 
apartment building. 

SFOR has condemned the 
attacks but says it is up to 
local police, not peacekeep- 


ing troops, to arrest those 
responsible. The incidents 
in Mostar fall outside of 
SFOR’s military mission to 
separate rival armies. 
NATO commanders say. 

The source of the explo- 
sions, most of which oc- 
curred on the Croat-held 
western sector of Mostar. 
remains unknown. But in- 
ternational police officials 
suspect grenades may have 
been used in cases where 
the blasts caused no major 
material damage. 

Croat media, under the 
strict control of Croat politi- 
cians. blamed Muslims in 
eastern Mostar for the inci- 
dents. .. 

Local Muslim leaders ap- 
pealed for calm and accused 
“extremists" of launching 
attacks to halt efforts at 
reunifying the town. 

Muslims and Croats 
fought a vicious 10-month 
war in 1993-94 before for- 
ming a federation under 
heavy U.S. pressure. The 
conflict left Mostar divided 
into Muslim and Croat sec- 
tors. 

Croat hardline nationalists 
refuse to fulfil promises to 
end the town's partition and 
have tolerated expulsions of 
the remaining Muslims in 
western Mostar. 

SFOR had also sent U.S. 
reinforcements to the north- 


ern town of Brcko as a 
deadline approached for u 
decision to settle the future 
status of the area. 

An American arbiter must 
deliver a ruling bv Feb. 15 
lo determine who will con- 
trol the strategic town, the 
subject of a long-running 
territorial dispute which 
nearly undermined a peace 
agreement reached in Nov. 
1995. 

An SFOR officer who 
asked not to be named said 
additional U.S. troops were 
deployed in Serb- held 
Brcko as a deterrent to any 
possible violence in the 
days leading. up to the dead- 
liner - ------ 

“We have made adjust- 
ments to our resources over 
the last month as a precau- 
tionary measure and to get a 
genera] assessment of the 
situation," the officer said. 

The commander of the 
U.S. Second Brigade dep- 
loyed in the Brcko area. Co- 
lonel Mike Thompson, ob- 
tained pledges front Serb. 
Croat and Muslim police 
and government officials to 
support any decision over 
Brcko in a meeting last 
week. 

Apart from hostile politi- 
cal rhetoric, Brcko has been 
calm in the run-up to the 
deadline, SFOR reported. 


Sinn Fein calls for meeting with 
government after attack , beatings 


BELFAST (AFP) — The 
Sinn Fein political wing of 
the Irish Republican Army 
Monday pressed its de- 
mands for a meeting with 
the British government, af- 
ter a police patrol was at- 
tacked and two men were 
injured in militia-style pun- 
ishment beatings. 

Martin McGuinness, Sinn 
Fein's chief negotiator, said 
he wanted to hear the gov- 
ernment elaborate on “new" 
ideas mentioned by Prime 
Minister John Major last 
week to quicken the stag- 
nating peace process in 
northern Ireland. 

“We in Sinn Fein would 
be very interested indeed in 
listening to these new ideas 
and I dunk the way to pur- 


sue all that is to get people 
like Michael Ancram, my- 
self and others from Sinn 
Fein in contact with each 
other," he said, referring to 
the Northern Ireland minis- 
ter of state. 

“I think the vast majority 
of the people of this island 
would welcome such a de- 
velopment." said Mr. Mc- 
Guinness. 

His comments followed a 
call by Sinn Fein President 
Gerry Adams for a meeting 
with the government to res- 
tore the peace process, 
which he said could still be 
saved despite the IRA's 
warning Friday that a cease- 
fire was “most unlikely" be- 
fore general elections. 

Sinn Fein has been shut 


out of multi-party peace 
talks that began last June 
because of the IRA’s failure 
to restore the ceasefire it 
broke a year ago. 

The Royal Ulster Consta- 
bulary. meanwhile, said it 
was investigating an explo- 
sion Sunday night as u po- 
lice patrol passed through a 
village in County Tyrone, 
slightly injuring one officer. 

The incident followed two 
bomb attacks on police pat- 
rol vehicles last week. None 
of the attacks was claimed. 

And two men were being 
treated in hospital after 
what police described as 
paramilitary-stile punish- 
ment beatings bv four 
masked men wielding base- 
ball bats. 


Disgraced Yeltsin bodyguard 
chief wins parliament seat 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yel- 
tsin's disgraced former 
chief bodyguard Alexander 
Korzhakov has secured a 
second political life by win- 
ning a seat in the Russian 
parliament, early election 
results showed Monday. 

The by-election Sunday in 
the runniown industrial dis- 
trict of Tula south of Mos- 
cow attracted a strange cast 
of candidates including 
world chess champion Ana- 
toly Karpov, an imprisoned 
body builder, and an ex- 


model. 

According to preliminary 
results, Mr. Korzhakov 
came out on top with 26.32 
per cent of the votes, beat- 
ing local reformist Eduard 
Pashchenko who had 1 6.96 
per cent, and Mr. Karpov 
who had 15.81 percent. 

The election was being 
held to fill the State Duma 
seat vacated by Alexander 
Lebed, the ex-general who 
gave up his position to enter 
the Kremlin last year for a 
short-lived term as national 
security adviser. 


Mr. Korzhakov, a KGB 
general, for 10 years was 
Mr. Yeltsin's shadow, body- 
guard and confidant. He 
was sacked in June last year 
after the first round of Mr. 
Yeltsin's presidential ree- 
lection amid a corruption 
scandal. 

During his campaign, he 
made no concrete susces- 

n w 

lions tor helping Tula's eco- 
nomy. but organised free 
rock concerts and his sup- 
porters even handed out 
free vodka to war veterans. 
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Border talks open roads 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyaniin 
Netanyahu's talks with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat at Erez (Beit Hanoun) crossing 
point Sunday appear to have consolidated the 
new spirit that was created by the breakthrough 
achieved on Hebron last month. The two leaders 
seem to have emerged from the meeting encour- 
aged by their joint willingness to proceed full 
speed in the weeks and months ahead. It is 
indeed 'encouraging to hear that the remaining 
sticking issues related to the Hebron protocol, 
especially the kind that could not have been 
foreseen at the time of signing, are being turned 
over to joint committees for resolution. 

The business-like atmosphere which has 
evolved between Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) over the past six 
months promises swifter and more solid 
preparatory work for the thorny issues that 
await tackling by them. On top of these is of 
course the final-status negotiations. All interme- 
diate issues, such as the projected second-stage 
withdrawals and the operations of the PNA’s 
sea and airport authorities as well as the release 
of Palestinian prisoners, are indeed important; 
but, in the final analysis, they represent no more 
than confidence-building measures on the long 
and tortuous road to the final-status talks. 

One has to feel upbeat everytime another hur- 
dle is removed between Israel and the PNA since 
each new positive step would lend additional 
support for the last-stage negotiations and place 
them in proper context But what seems to be 
most crucial factor in peace-making at the 
moment is the apparently growing desire on the 
part of both Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
President Arafat to work closely together. The 
personal relations that have developed between 
them are distinctly different from those of the 
early days of the Likud-led government when 
Netanyahu was extremely reluctant to even con- 
sider shaking hands with his Palestinian coun- 
terpart. much less strike a deal with him. 

The latest encounter between Netanyahu and 
Arafat has. by present-day standards, gone well 
and as such its results augur well for the future. 
Let us hope the trend continues and a new part- 
nership is found to enable the two peoples to 
reach not just a settlement hut also an historic 
reconciliation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AJ Ra"i criticised the Palestine National 
Authority for its mistrearmeni of detainees in its jails, 
chine the reported death of u young man who was said 
to have died of torture last week. Writing under the pen 
name Mccm. ihe writer said that from time to time. 
Arab citizens in Jordan are appalled at hearing reports 
of people dying of torture in Palestinian jails, a practice 
dial should immediately stop. If we condemn Israel for 
its inhuman treatment of Palestinians in its jails, expose 
to the outside world such practices and resort to world 
organisations to help slop torture in Israeli jails, how 
can \\e justify the Palestine National Authority's torture 
of their own kinsmen, asked the writer. The detained 
men in Palestinian jails have just been discharged from 
Israeli prisons, where they suffered a great deal for 
many years, and they are looking forward to die dawn 
of freedom, not added suffering, continued the writer. 
He said that torture of detainees is a crime that should 
stop and those responsible for torture must be held 
accountable for their actions. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour tackled the iss»ue of gas 
cylinders in light of the latest explosion at Tareq. near 
Amman, saying that such incidents have been recurring 
almost yearly, Mohammad Daoud expressed the view 
that the workers' handling of the cylinders and the 
absence of any precautionary' measures are responsible 
for these tragic incidents which cause the death and 
injury of innocent people. Most of the workers handling 
the distribution of gas cylinder* and storing the cylin- 
ders in warehouses are non-Jordanians and they obvi- 
ously lack any knowledge of public safety measures: 
more often than not. they tend to drop the cylinders 
carelessly and they often are seen smoking near the 
highly explosive cylinders, noted the writer. He said 
that in order to avert further disasters, civil defence 
! instructions on storing and handling these cylinders 
must be heeded and warehouses should not be used by 
guest worker* as homes where they live and make fire 
I for cooking or hearing purposes. He suggested that the 
civil defence conduct regular spot checks to ensure that 
gas cylinder store owners abide by the safety regula- 
tions and take steps to protect human life and public 
property. 


The View from Fourth Circle By rmm g. Khoun 

Dr. Akaileh knows his politics and his history 


THE REPEATED calls in recent weeks by leading 
Jordanian Islamists such as Dr. Abdullah Akaileh and 
Bassam Umoush for the Islamic Action Front flAF) to 
reassess its political effectiveness and tactics should come 
as no surprise, given the steady decline of the Islamists in 
recent years. In fact the only surprise is that it took the 
Islamists so long to come to terms with their slow drift to 
the periphery of political power and to do something about 

it. 

In this respect the current soul-searching taking place 
among Islamists in Jordan, within Jordan's relatively open 
political system, may signal an important trend among 
Islamists throughout the region who must likewise come 
to grips with the glaring contradiction that defines most of 
them: they reflect powerful and widespread sentiments 
among people in their societies, but they are woefully 
unable to use their political power to deliver on their 
promises. In other words, Islamists working wirhin plural- 
istic political systems in most of the Middle East, with the 
obvious but still untested exception of Turkey, run the risk 
of becoming merely social protest movements in perpetu- 
al opposition to more secular regimes. Dr. Akaileh obvi- 
ously senses this cruel dilemma, given that he told a recent 
meeting of his party that the IAF in Jordan has been 
“active but not effective" since its establishment five years 
ago. 

Two aspects of this situation merit attention, in my view 
— - the specific, current dilemma of the Jordanian Islamists 
and the broad political/national role that Islam has played 
throughout its history. The two need to be appreciated 
together for an accurate reading of the confusing yet con- 
tinuing promise-and-failure of political Islamism. 

Thespecific challenge laid down by Akaileh. Umoush 
and other Jordanian Islamists reflects their feeling that the 
Islamic Action Front has not been able to translate its slo- 
gans into reality, especially its central slogan of A1 Islam 
Huwa AJ Hal (Islam is the Solution). They say, correctly l 
believe, that they must go beyond their slogans and inflex- 
ible political stands and consider joining the government 
of Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti in order to play 
“a more effective role in the current governmental 
process." 

It is noteworthy that Dr. Akaileh should be leading this 
reassessment from within the IAF. for he is one of the 
most experienced Islamists in Jordanian politics, and 
therefore among the more realistic of that group. A veter- 
an politician from Tafileh serving his third consecutive 
term in Parliament, Dr. Akaileh also served as ministeF' of 
education in Mudar Badran's government in 1991. That 
government is remembered today both for its inclusion of 
five Islamist ministers and for their collective incompe- 
tence. mainly because the Islamists gave the impression of 
spending most of their time on symbolic issues — such as 
opposing alcohol consumption in Jordan, the wearing of 
sports shorts by ten-year-old schoolgirls and men hair- 
dressers cutting women’s hair. 

Dr. .Akaileh. by stressing peripheral issues such as 
schoolgirls in shorts at a time when the Jordanian society 
was caught in a severe economic and political squeeze 
immediately after the Gulf war, achieved the extraordi- 
nary feat of provoking ordinary Jordanian men and 
women to mobilise against him. by signing petitions and 


launching spontaneous grassroots political movements. 
He has seen, therefore more than other Islamists, the 
haunting face of political failure, rejection and irrele- 
vance: thus, he tries now to rally his co-Islamists so that 
their entire movement does not suffer the same ignomin- 
ious fate that he and his cabinet colleagues suffered in 
1991. 

It is important to note precisely how Dr. Akaileh and 
friends are stating their case: they are not arguing against 
the social relevance, nationalist aptitude or political 
vigour of Islamist politics, rather they are primarily 
mourning the political ineffectiveness of the IAF. He has 
correctly’ laid down the challenge to his Islamist col- 
leagues: either to persist in their sloganeering and refusal 
politics based on a psychologically-based approach that 
has no impact on Jordanian realities, or. “effectively 
addressing the problems afflicting the people, such as low 
standards of living, poverty, unemployment and starva- 
tion. 


Islomism is more of d political rather 
than a religious movement ; that it is 
accountable to its temporal electorate as 
much as to its timeless spirituality, and 
that it has not done very well on either 
front in recent years and is in need of an 
overhaul ” 


He told a recent press interviewer — wrongly. I believe, 
confirming some Islamists' capacity to misread public 
sentiment in sweeps of decades at a time — that “people 
are no longer concerned with the liberation of Palestine, 
they are more focused on achieving more adequate stan- 
dards of living/' 

The truth, I think, is that Jordanians care both for the 
well-being of themselves and other Arabs, and ±ey under- 
stand that there is a link between the two. What this tells 
us about some leading rslamists. however, is fascinating: 
they seem to be awakening to the total dimensions of peo- 
ple's spiritual and temporal needs: they also seem to be 
awakening to their inability to respond to those needs, 
except merely with slogans and promises, and some are 
panicking slightly and" swinging to political extremes 
designed to respond to people’s needs. 

In other words, some leading Islamists are learning from 
experience and maturing as politicians, which is probably 
a good thing for Jordan, for Islamism. for all religious pol- 
itics. and for the Middle East os a whole. If the Jordanian 
Islamists can recognise their huge political shortcomings, 
make mid-stream 'adjustments and regroup to fight die 
1997 parliamentary' elections with more pragmatism and 
effectiveness, this should be welcomed by all Jordanians 
— for it would provide that credible political opposition 
that is so badly needed in the country and the region to 
counterbalance the monopoly of power in the hands of rul- 
ing political elites. 


This brines up the second important aspect of Islamist 
politics in its moment of decline and reassessment in 
Jordan: the fact that Islam, since immediately after its 
birth in seventh century Arabia, has always and repeated- 
ly played a direct, explicit and political role in the rebirth 
iid renaissance of Middle Eastern societies. Islamist pol- 
itics is not an unusual phenomenon, bur rather one that is 
deeply rooted in historical experience — one that the 
respected American scholar of Islamism. R. Hrair 
Dekmejian. has called the “cyclical propensity" of reli- 
gious movements to experience successive periods of qui- 
etude and resurgence. He noted in his latest book, Islam 
in Revolution. Fundamentalism in the Arab World." that 
“the present p v ase of Islamic resurgence can be viewed as 
conforming to the cyclical appearance of revivalist move- 
ments in times of crisis reaching back to the Prophet s 
era... contemporary Islamic revivalists view themselves as 
the direct successors and emulators of past leaders and 
movements of resurgence and renewal.” 

Indeed, the roots of today's populist, politicised Islam lie 
deep in Middle Eastern and Muslim history, and also in 
the many nationalist, anti-colonial and anti-Western strug- 
gles in the modem Middle East that relied on Islam for 
several different purposes: as a rallying cry to seek free- 
dom from foreign subjugation, to forge entities from trib- 
al alliances or to reform and revive their stagnant soci- 
eties. Some such episodes include the reforms of the 
Umayyad Caliph Omar Ibn Abdul Aziz, the philosophy of 
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal in the niid-9th century. Ibn 
Taymiyyah's puritan conservatism in the early 14th centu- 
ry. Late Ottoman period revivalist movements such as the 
IVIahdiyyah in Sudan. Wahabism in Saudi Arabia and the 
Sanusiyyah in Libya, modem nationalist movements such 
as Abdul AJ Qadir in Algeria, and 20th century reformist 
Islamist movements led" by Jamal A1 Din A1 Afghani, 
Mohammad Abdu, Rashid Rida, Hassan Banna and 


Sayyed Qutb tn Egvpt, Allal A1 Fasi in Morocco. Abdul 
Aziz A1 Thalabi in Tunisia, Abdul Hamid Ibn Badis in 


Algeria, and Ayatollah Khomeini in Iran. 

Therefore, the current spectacle of political Islam recon- 
figuring itself for effective political and national contesta- 
tion. in Jordan and other parts of the Middle East, is nei- 
ther novel nor particularly dangerous. It is a refreshing 
sign that the single most powerful mass political move- 
ment in the post-Nasserite modem Middle East — politi- 
cal Islamism — is coming to grips with three important 
realities that it has always tried to avoid and that most 
Western observers have also missed: that Islamism is 
more of a political rather than a religious movement, that 
it is accountable to its temporal electorate as much as to its 
timeless spirituality, and that it has not done very well on 
either front in recent years and is in need of an overhaul. 

Jordan and Turkey are the two most interesting arenas 
today for the political revival of revivalist political Islam, 
because in both these countries the Islamists are generally 
allowed to play by the rules of the political gamerThe fact 
that Islamists are leading a government in Turkey that is 
signing new military cooperation agreement with Israel, 
and that Islamists are reconsidering joining the govern- 
ment in Jordan because they feel that they have been inef- 


fective in opposition should prompt us to see these move- 
ments in a more realistic and Jes?. hysterical light. . 


Interests clash but civilisations can cooperate 


By Walter C. Clemens Jr. 


BOSTON — The 21st century 
will not see a unified global 
civilisation, we are told. 
Instead, the West will confront 
the rest — Islamic. Hindu. 
Japanese. Chinese. Orthodox 
Christian and other civilisations 
imbued with values very differ- 
ent from those of Western 
Christianity. 

In this view. America's trou- 
bles with non- Western coun- 
tries run much deeper than amis 
or trade imbalances. They are 
rooted in a clash of values that 
is unlikely to disappear. Other 
civilisations may modernise but 
will noi Westernise. They may 
worship the Mugnu Mac but 
oppose the Magna Cana. 

The bottom line: Americans 
should bolster trans-Ailumic 
unity. It' Western countries do 
not stick together, they may 
hang separately. Westerners 
should try to understand other 


civilisations but recognise the 
deep fault lines likely to persist. 

These theses are hammered 
home in Samuel Huntington's 
new book "The Clash of 
Civilisations and the Remaking 
of World Order." Director of 
Harvard University's Olin 
Institute for Strategic Studies. 
Mr. Huntington commands 
respect. If his views are true, 
they should give direction to 
U.S. foreign policy. But if they 
are false or overblown, they 
should be avoided as a danger- 
ous. possibly self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

The Bosnian powder keg 
exemplifies Mr. Huntington's 
argument. It sits where two 
civilisations formed after 
Constantine split the Roman 
Empire. Centuries later. Eastern 
Orthodox look in Serbia, while 
Western Christianity absorbed 
Croats. A third civilisation. 
Islam, entered when the 
Ottomans took Bosnia in the 


15th century. 

Since then the three commu- 
nities have known intervals of 
war and of peace. Conflicts 
were repressed by Marshal 
Tito, but the end of communism 
has permitted the clash of civil- 
isations to resurface in the 
Balkans. 

The good news is that Mr. 
Huntington probably exagger- 
ates. Cultural influences may 
distort our perception and 
aggravate our feuds, but no 
major conflict of this century 
resulted from a clash of civili- 
sations. 

In 1914. Protestant Berlin 
aligned with Catholic Vienna 
and Muslim Istanbul. Orthodox 
Russia allied with Catholic 
France and largely Protestant 
Britain. Orthodox Serbia 
opposed Catholic Austria but 
fought Orthodox Bulgaria. 

The aggressors in World War 
II (Italy. Germany. Japan) coop- 
erated despite divergent her- 


itages. Later, when Hitler 
attacked ihe USSR. Churchill 
did not ask whether Stalin was 
Orthodox or even Communist. 
London immediately proposed 
to Moscow to combine against . 
a common foe. 

The subsequent cold war had 
little to do with rival cultures. It 
was a struggle tor hegemony — 
Soviet Russian imperialism 
against the West. Moscow's 
camp at times included China 
and other non-Orthodox coun- 
tries, while Washington's part- 
ners included many non- 
Wesiem societies. 

Most wars since 1945 have 
been waged by rivals from the 
same civilisation — Korea. 
Vietnam. Cambodia. Somalia. 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

No civilisation is monolithic. 
Iraq 's leaders claim to be Sunni, 
while Iran’s are Shiite. In any 
case, they contest waterways 
far more than theology. 

Muslims as well as Israelis 


claim to descend from 
Abraham. They fight for 
shrines but also for land and 
resources. Yitzhak Rabin was 
killed by another Israeli, and 
Yasser Arafat is threatened by 
other Palestinians. 

All this means that there is 
still hope for enlightened self- 
interest. Rifts between civilisa- 
tions play second or third fiddle 
to other factors in world affairs 
— individual vision and 
myopia, bureaucratic rhythms 
and ruts, generosity and greed, 
resource bounty and scarcity. 
United Nations clout and 
frailty. Now, as before, states 
cooperate or clash based on 
perceived interest. 

Increasingly, interdependence 
and technology make it possi- 
ble and useful to cooperate 
across cultural boundaries, 
even though individuals and 
groups may not see these reali- 
ties. 

Cultures evolve. Recent 


decades have seen democratic 
values take hold in Portugal. 
Spain. Japan. Taiwan and other 
countries far from the 
Protestant individualism that 
Mr. Huntington secs as the 
bedrock of Western ways. We 
need not and should not assume 
an inexorable conflict between 
“the West and die rest." We 
should turn a potential for con- 
flict into a practice of mutual 
gain. 


The writer, professor of politi- 
cal science at Boston 

University and an associate at 
the Harvard University Centre 
for Science and International 
Affairs, is author of “ Cun 
Russia Change ? " and " Baltic 
Independence and Russian 

Empire . " This article is reprint- 
ed fmm the International 
Herald Tribune. 


Albania — the sharp end of the pyramid 


By G wvnue Dyer 


I ONCE bet that 1 could get 
serious newspapers to publish 
an article sianing with the 
phrase “intergaloctic pirates.” 1 
won. of course. I just wrote: “If 
intergalactic pirates kidnapped 
the whole Albanian nation, 
nobody else would notice for at 
least a week.” 

Nature is imitating an again. 
The pirates have arrived, and 
their names, like Rrapush 
Xhafferi and Bashkim Driza. 
suggest an extra-terrestrial ori- 
gin. But the) look human 
enough, and instead of kidnap- 
ping the Albanians they have 
just stolen their savings. 

The pirates are the men who 
run Albania's pyramid funds, 
and it w as the collapse of three 
big ones that triggered the past 
week of rioting in Albania's 
cities (five town halls burned). 
There will be more hell to pay 
before it is over, because seven 
other funds are still operating. 
Together they have sucked in 
abour half the cash circulating 
in the small Balkan nation. 

Many Albanians put their 
entire savings into these scams. 
Some even sold their houses, 
farms and valuables to invest 


more. The sums involved are a 
substantial chunk of Albania's 
gross national product, and 
there is no way that the 
investors can ever be repaid 
what they are owed. But how 
could this happen in any coun- 
try where the people arc 
sophisticated enough to wear 
clothes? 

One reason it happened is 
that President Sali Berisha’s 
cabinet colleagues and his 
Democratic Party were closely 
linked to the promoters of the 
schemes. Indeed, in last 
October's local elections 
Democratic Party candidates 
and the pyramid-fund bosses 
appeared on the same plat- 
forms. under the slogan 
"Everybody wins. ' But with 
pyramid funds, the great 
majority of investors lose. 

Lotteries are a rax on stupid- 
ity, but at least there is a real 
prize, and every player has an 
equal chance. In a pyramid- 
selling scam, it is a mathemati- 
cal certainty that all but the ear- 
liest waves of investors will 
lose their shirts. The unrealisti- 
cally high interest rates are 
paid directly out of new invest- 
ments. and the numbers of new 
investors needed to maintain 


the payments exceed the entire 
population of most countries in 
only a year or two. 

We knew this as a mathemat- 
ical certainty, but never before 
has on entire nation demon- 
strated it. Yet Albanians are not 
stupid. 

They have been living in a 
cave for almost half a century 
under the xenophobic Maoist 

dictatorship of the late Enver 
Hoxha. But earlier, during the 
centuries when the Ottoman 
Empire ruled most of the 
Balkans and the Middle East, 
they were one of the three 
minorities — Armenians. Jews 
and Albanians — whose role in 
commerce and administration 
far exceeded their mere num- 
bers. 

As Muslims. Albanians were 
also free to rise to the highest 
political and military levels. 
Under the Ottomans, there 
were Albanian grand viziers, 
prime ministers, generals — 
and one Albanian-born gener- 
al. Mohammad Ali, even 
became the founder of the 
modem Egyptian state. So how 
did this clearly talented people 
set suckered en masse by such 
a transparently obvious rip- 
off) 


Because they have been liv- 
ing in a cave for 50 years. 
Ghanaian market traders, Thai 
peasants. Turkish housewives, 
even Wall Street investment 
analysts: anybody with hands- 
on experience at dealing with 
money instinctively knows that 
pyramid schemes cannot really 
'work as advertised. But 
Albanians did not have that 
experience. To a greater or 
lesser extent, almost every- 
body who lived in the old 
Communist block was a finan- 
cial innocent. 

There were entire countries 
without a single accountant. 
Even in Russia, sophisticated 
people with high-level jobs 
lived entirely in cash. They did 
not even have cheque-books. 
They were completely inno- 
cent about money, in the origi- 
nal meaning of the word “inno- 
cent" — i.e.. ignorant. But 
being innocent, as anybody 
with a four-year old will tell 
you, does not preclude being 
greedy. 

Pyramid schemes flourished 
all across Eastern Europe after 
the fall of Communism. There 
were several big ones in 
Russia, and a notorious 
Romanian scam coiled Carims 


took an estimated Si billion 
from 4 million Romanians. But 
nowhere else did over half the 
adult population put their sav- 
ings into the py ramid schemes. 
Why Albania? 

Sheer isolation was one fac- 
tor. Under Enver Hoxha, 
Albanians had no contact even 
with the citizen of other 
Communist countries. The lat- 
ter half ot the 20th century hap- 
pened without them land’most- 
*}' without their knowledge!. 
While they lived lives of srind- 
ing poverty in a virtual ly'cush- 
less “workers’ paradise." 

When the walls came down 
and the blinkers came off, ihev 
were overwhelmed by ihe 
desire to possess the material 
goods that other Europeans 
had. but they had no idea what- 
ever of how to get the monev to 
pay for them. It was a mysferi- 

°US and magical process 

311(1 if promoters with obvious 
government backing [0 id [f, cm 
pyramid funds were the wav 
well, why not? 

pyramid funds of 
Albama are the culu. ra | euuiv- 

br™ °L th , e ' CargC ’ Popu- 
ar in Melanesia in the 1930s 

when people performed ^ 

sai rituals in order 10 induce the 


delivery of European material 
goods i cargo). The Albanians 
are the last people in the world 
lo be so innocent, except 
maybe for the North Koreans. 


So what will happen now in 41 
Albania? President Sali 


Bcrishu is promising to pay 
back 70 per cent of people's 
original investments (but no 
interest) oui of the assets 
seized from the three bankrupt 
pyramid fiinds. But there is not 
nearly enough money left For 
that, and other pyramid funds 
still operate unhindered. 

Berisha'x goal now is sheer 
survival, and his government is 
trying to portray the popular 
protests as a ' p i or bv ^ 

Social, tex-CommunisO 
opposition. "The destruction of 
state and public buildings... the 
strategy of "scorched earth," 
i these features arc a com- 
plete proof that the Albanian 
extreme left is led by a terror- 
ist's tali nist clan," said Foreign 
Minister Trilan Shehu, 

W ill it save them? Probably 

VV n Untl n0t Reserve * 1 ' 0 

ill Albanians get tiieir money ’ 
uck.’ No, Is Albania now con- 
demned to spend more years as . 
the poorest country in Europe? 
Sadly. yc*S. 
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‘I have always thought of myself as a Czechoslovak Catholic 
Albright after information she was of Jewish extraction 


Randa Habib’s 

====== comer 



Madeleine Albright — her ancestry ‘in no way com- 
plicates her ability to encourage peace in the Middle 
East' 


‘No point in praising ! 
without freedom to blame '■ 

THEY HAVE blown the lirsi candle since they came to; 
power. So it is time for some neastessmem .tnJ seJf-criii-j 
cism. Initially, they had come full uf life, hope am! piumivj 
es. They talked of a white revolution, vipen-hridgc policies., 
accelerating the democratism ion process and improving 1 
lhe economic situation. And indeed, they delivered. Ali 
least this is what we have been reading and hearing. Some' 
said this government was different from prev ious ones; 
which were “without colour or taste." Of course we do tuM- 
remember these same people’s remarks back then. But who, 
is checking? 

Others described the present formation its the niosi 
dynamic team ever. .Sonic praised the dcci-don* it look: 
regarding the economy, even those unpopular, as they ucre : 
undertaken for the best of the country and for the success' 
of a badly-needed restructuring programme. 

When you come to think about it, you must realise that- 
we have been, in fact, ruled by magicians. Because to be. 
able to do all that in one year is a feat close to a miracle. 

Seriously, what puzzles me. is the type of praise that we 
hear sometimes. Is it credible or just a translation of some, 
people's personal good tied with members of the govern- 
ment? ; 

The same goes for harsh criticism. One wonders whether 
the comments are based on genuine assessment or just dri- 
ven bv personal vendetta. 

Maybe this government deserves indeed to he commend- 
ed. But we want to make sure that comments, whether pos-j 
ithe or negative, are rvally based on facts rather ilu.T 
whims. 

A sentence I once read from Beaumarchais' uoiks, ih. - ' 
great French writer of the I Sill century, keeps coming hack 
to me. He wrote: "Sans la liberie dc hliimer il n'est point 
d'cloge flaneur." Which means: With no treedoni to. 
blame, there is no point in flattering praise. 


Sydney builds 
for Olympic 
2000 deadline 


By Michael Dobbs 

WASHINGTON — 
Madeleine Korbel 

Albright was almost 2 
years old when her parents 
whisked her out of 
Czechoslovakia in March 
19?9, less than two weeks 
after the Nazi occupation, 
giving up their life as a 
prominent diplomatic 
family and saying good- 
bye to many relatives. 

Eventually, she and her 
parents came to America, 
where Madeleine fol- 
lowed in her father’s foot- 
steps into a diplomatic 
career that culminated 
recently when President 
Bill Clinton made her the 
first woman to be secre- 
tary of state. 

Mrs. Albright has spo- 
ken movingly of her past 
and of the importance that 
her family's experience 
with Nazis and later Com- 
munists has had on. her 
political view. 

But she says she was 
never aware of what hap- 
pened to family members 
who stayed behind in 
Czechoslovakia: Research 
by The Washington Post 
shows that more than a 
dozen relatives, including 
three grandparents, were 
killed in the Holocaust. 

In an interview last 
week, Mrs. Albright, 59, 
who was raised a Roman 
Catholic and is now an 
Episcopalian, said her ' 
father and mother never 
talked to her or her two . 
siblings about the rela- 
tives’ fate or their Jewish 
background. 

She said she found the 
new information “fairly 
compelling" but wanted to 
conduct her own research 
into her family and its 
fate. “Obviously it is a 
very personal matter for 
my family and brother and 
sister and my children." 
she said. 5 

“The only thing I have'to 
go by is what my mother 
and father told me, how I 
was brought up,” Mrs. 
Albright said. 

She said her parents said 
of her relatives only that 
they died “during the 
course of the war.” 

Mrs. Albright defended 
the choices her parents 
made and said she could 
not question their motiva- 
tion. “I believe that my 
parents did wonderful 
things for us," she said. 


• By Tony Seskus 


YAOUNDE — The 
water-supply system in 
Yaounde has deteriorated 
to an “extremely danger- 
ous” level, say scientists, 
who give warning of the 
growing threat ot a fatal 
epidemic. 

Already, cases of water- 
borne diseases such as 
cholera and typhoid are 
not uncommon — “and 
things could get a lot 
worse,” says Nestor 
Bemmo, a professor of 
water sciences at 
Cameroon's national 
polytechnic college. 

He and other scientists 
are urging the govern- 
ment "to take urgent 
action. “We shouldn't be 
waiting for a catastro- 
phe,” says Mr. Bemmo. 
“No-one has access to 
healthy water any more. 


The new information 
was uncovered during 
research for an article for 
The Washington Post 
Magazine about Mrs. 
Albright's family's experi- 
ences in Czechoslovakia 
in the lare 1930s and 
1940s. The information is 
based on documents in 
German. Czech and Jew- 
ish archives. Auschwitz 
transportation lists and 
interviews with friends 
and family members in 
Europe. 

Captured Nazi docu- 
ments now in the posses- 
sion of Holocaust 
researchers show that 
close relatives of Mrs. 
Albright's who remained 
behind in Czechoslovakia 
during World War II — 
including the grandpar- 
ents. her uncle and aunt 
and a first cousin — died 
in Nazi concentration 
camps. 

Mrs. Albright, who was 
bom in Prague in 1937, 
spent the war years in 
London, returning with 
her family to Czechoslo- 
vakia in 1945 after its lib- 
eration from the Germans. 


Physically and chemical- 
ly ’ it’s not healthy — - 
none of it.” 

The main problem is 
the system's inability to 
treat waste water ade- 
quately. and is said to 
have deteriorated since 
the early 1980s. when the 
city was reputed to have 
one of the best water sup- 
plies in west Africa. 

Now, only two of 
Yaounde’s five sewage- 
treatment plants are 
working, according to 
one expert. Lakes have 
mutated into polluted 
marshes. 

Meanwhile, 36 per cent 
of the capital's one mil- 
lion residents rely on 
risky well or river water. 

Recent tests carried out 
by die polytechnic’s 
department of science 
found that city tap water 
contained evidence of 
human excrement and 


Her parents were granted 
political asylum in the 
United States in 1948 after 
a Communist coup in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Mrs. Albright comes 
from a family of Czech 
Jews who owned a build- 
ins materials business 
before World War II. 
according to interviews in 
the family’s home village. 
Mrs. Albright's father 
probably embraced 

Roman * Catholicism 
around the time of the 
war. according to Josef 
Marek, who worked 
closely with Mrs. 
Albright’s father immedi- 
ately after the war. 

Like many other assimi- 
lated Czech Jews, Mrs. 
Albright’s father. Josef 
Korbel, considered him- 
self a Czechoslovak patri- 
ot first and rarely referred 
to his religious back- 
ground. Under the racial 
laws introduced by the 
Nazis after the takeover of 
Czechoslovakia, however, 
a family like the Korbel s 
would have been consid- 
ered 100 per cent Jewish. 

“I have always thought 


dangerous bacteria. Mr. 
Bemmo believes the 
level of contamination is 
not consistently high 
enough to cause an 
immediate epidemic, but 
is enough to make many 
people sick. 

The findings conflict 
with assurances given in 
late October by the 
national water supplies 
that Yaounde's water is of 
good quality. The compa- 
ny made the statement 
after it had cut supplies 
for 48 hours in mid-Octo- 
ber because it had run out 
of purification chemicals. 

There are no statistics 
showing how many peo- 
ple require hospital treat- 
ment for illnesses linked 
to tap water. But a nurse 
at Yaounde General Hos- 
pital. the largest in the 
city, says: ^There are 
more patients than I can 
count” 


of myself as a Czechoslo- 
vak ” Catholic.” Mrs. 
Albright said in the inter- 
view. “My parents were of 
the generation who 
thought they were the 
children of a free Czecho- 
slovakia. the only democ- 
racy in Central Europe. 
This was their pride, and 
that is what I grew up 
with.” 

Mrs. Albright said she 
had received several let- 
ters with information 
about her family back- 
ground since the 1989 col- 
lapse of communism in 
Czechoslovakia and par- 
ticularly since 1993, when 
her name began appearing 
in the papers as the chief 
U.S. delegate to the Unit- 
ed Nations. Some of the 
letters contained erro- 
neous information, such 
as the claim that she was 
bom in Belgrade. 

In this context. Mrs. 
Albright had also received 
“the " occasional letter 
which would say some- 
thing about the fact that 
my family was of Jewish 
origin.” she said. “This 
obviously has become 
more intense the more my 
name has been in the 
paper and in connection 
with my current job as 
secretary 1 of state.” 

The question of Mrs. 
Albright’s religious back- 
ground was raised in 
December by Arab news- 
papers, which cited 
unsourced reports of her 
Jewish origins as a basis 
for attacking her nomina- 
tion as secretary of state. 
Questioned about these 
reports. State Deprtment 
officials said she had been 
raised a Roman Catholic 
and had convened to Epis- 
copalianism after her mar- 
riage in 1959 to Joseph 
Medill Patterson Albright, 
scion of a wealthy news- 
paper family. 

Some Albright relatives 
and family friends in what 
is-now the Czech Republic 
said they had long known 
of her relatives' fate. 

“My children know very 
well about every detail," 
said Dagmar Simova, 
Mrs. Albright's first 
cousin, who stayed behind 
in Czechoslovakia after 
the 1 948 coup and has had 
only sporadic contact 
since then with the Ameri- 
can branch of the family. 

When Miss Simova 
learned in the summer of 


Mr. Bemmo says Ills 
department will present 
its evidence to both 
municipal and national 
authorities, but expects 
little to be done. 

"They know there's a 
problem. They’ve known 
it for years, why do you 
think they drink mineral 
water?" he says. “The 
problem is so big. so 
expensive, they don't 
even want to start." 

West Africa is no 
stranger to water prob- 
lems!” but Yaounde used 
to be different. When 
Cameroon's economy 
was booming in the 
1970s and early ‘80s, the 
city developed a good 
system. By 1981, it sup- 
plied most of the capital’s 
436.000 residents with 
what Mr. Bemmo calls 
good quality water. 

But as the capital’s pop- 
ulation soared towards 
one million, the water 
supply from a nearby 
reservoir became inade- 
quate. 

In 1991. the |ovem- 
ment said it would devel- 
op a new reservoir 45 
kilometres south of 
Yaounde. This is fed by 
two rivers, but one of 
them flows through the 
heart of Yaounde and is 
polluted with industrial 
and domestic waste. 

Treatment plants are 
failing to remove the 
waste" or are not working 


1945 that her parents and 
sister — Mrs. Albright's 
aunt, uncle and cousin — 
had died in the Holocaust. 
Mrs. Albright was only 8 
years old and was consid- 
ered too young to be told. 
Miss Simova said. 

Family members who 
died during the Holocaust 
included Mrs. Albright's 
two paternal grandparents. 
Amost and Olga Korbel. 
according to documents 
made available by a Holo- 
caust research centre sup- 
ported by the Prague Jew- 
ish community. T7>e docu- 
ments and a family friend 
suggest that Mrs. 
Albright's maternal grand- 
mother, Anna Spieglova, 
was killed by the Nazis as 
well. 

The records, which are 
based on transportation 
lists captured from the 
Nazis at the end of World 
War n, show- that some of 
Mrs. Albright’s relatives 
were killed in the gas 
chambers at Auschwitz. 
Others died of typhoid and 
malnutrition at a holding 
camp at Terezin. where 
Czech Jews were kept 
before being sent to 
Auschwitz. 

In an unpublished, 
unfinished li-page family 
narrative made "available 
by Mrs. Albright, her 
mother made no reference 
to relatives who died in 
the Holocaust. In the 
memoir, written after 
Josef Korbel’s death, in 
1977, Mandula Korbel 
tried to describe his “tur- 
bulent life." The memoir 
ends abruptly in 1945. just 
before the Korbel family 
returned to Prague from 
London. 

The manuscript 

describes in detail how 
Mrs. Albright's parents 
succeeded in leaving 
Czechoslovakia in March 
1939 with their nearly 2- 
year-old daughter. 10 days 
after the. Nazi invasion. 
Mandula Korbel recalled 
that her husband returned 
to Prague from England 
just two days before the 
invasion. 

“With the help of some 
good friends and lots of 
luck and a little bribery, 
we managed to get the 
necessary Gestapo per- 
mission to leave the coun- 
try'," wrote Mandula Kor- 
bel. who died in 1989. 

Mrs. Albright's chances 
of surviving the Holocaust 


at all. 

“I’ve been to sewage- 
treatment plants in 
Yaounde that have fright- 
ened me." says Dr. Agen- 
dia, a waste water expert 
at the University of 
Yaounde. 

“I went to one plant and 
asked an employee if 
everything was working. 
He showed me that the 
machines were running. 1 
said. 'Yes. but are they 
working? Do you take 
any tests?' He looked at 
me like I was crazy. The 
problem is. the politi- 
cians like to see every- 
thing looking clean and 
running, but they don't 
do much beyond that. 
There's little follow-up. 
It’s completely irrespon- 
sible." 

Dr. Agendia describes 
the structural health of 
the water-treatment sys- 
tem in Yaounde as poor 
and inadequate. Much of 
the equipment — some 
of it decades old — is 
now obsolete. When 
things break down, they 
are left alone or fixed 
haphazardly. Only two of 
the city's five treatment 
plants are functioning, he 
says. 

The cost of a major 
overhaul necessary to 
bring the system up to 
scratch would probably 
prove too expensive for 
the cash-strapped coun- 
try. Instead, Agendia says 


had she and her parents 
stayed in Czechoslovakia 
would have been very* 
slim. The German authori- 
ties insisted that registrars 
provide detailed records 
of everyone of Jewish 
descent. 

Josef Korbel ‘s file at the 
Foreign Ministry' contains 
a birth certificate issued in 
March 1941. describing 
him as “Jewish." 

Of the 80.000 Czech 
Jews who were rounded 
up and sent to Terezin in 
1941 and 1942. the sur- 
vival rate was approxi- 
mately 10 per cent. Most 
of the survivors were 
young men and women 
who were “selected" to 
perform various menial 
tasks at Auschwitz rather 
than being sent directly to 
the gas chambers. 

While the subject of the 
Holocaust was evidently 
too painful for the Korbefs 
to discuss with their chil- 
dren. they apparently did 
discuss the matter with 
friends in Yugoslavia, 
where Josef Korbel served 
as a diplomat both before 
and after World War 11. 
Brief references to the 
tragedy have appeared in 
the Yugoslav press, based 
on the reminiscences of a 
now-deceased Yugoslav 
journalist. Pavlc Jankovic. 
who was very close to the 
Korbel family. 

‘A fascinating story’’ 

The While House said 
last week that President 
Bill Clinton was briefed 
on the discovery of Mrs. 
Albright’s ancestry and 
said this in no way com- 
plicated her ability to 
encourage peace in the 
Middle East. Reuters 
reported from Washing- 
ton. 

The White House 
spokesman. Mike McCur- 
ry. said Mrs. Albright her- 
self has briefed the presi- 
dent and Vice President Al 
Gore on the matter. 

“The president said it 
was a fascinating story 
and encouraged 

Madeleine to find out 
more, to look into her 
family history." Mr. 
McCurry said. 

“He thought it was fasci- 
nating.” 


it should invest in wet- 
lands water treatment. 
This process runs sewage 
water through a series of 
artificial marshes con- 
taining plants that absorb 
wasteT Gradually, the 
water is cleansed and the 
plants can be used as fer- 
tiliser. Some European 
cities already use such a 
system. 

Cameroon experiment- 
ed with the technique 
from 1987 to 1993, but 
ended the tests when 
funding from the Stock- 
holm-based International 
Foundation of Science 
dried up. 

"It's a good system for 
Cameroon because it's 
inexpensive and pro- 
duces a by-product that 
can be reused," says 
Agendia. 

In the meantime, he 
rates educating the public 
as a top priority. 

“The public has to learn 
that this is not accept- 
able." he says, holding up 
a bottle of’week-old tap 
water. A murky orange 
sedimem has settled at 
the bottom. 

“If more people knew 
why they were sick — if 
they got angry about it — 
they might be able to 
convince" the politicians 
to do something". 


Gemini News Semce 


SYDNEY (R* — Olympics 
fever is breaking out in Syd- 
ney's property marker as 
builders work frantically to 
get projects ready ill time for 
the 2000 games. 

Cranes have sprouted over 
the Sydney skyline over the 
past six months as construc- 
tion of hotels, offices and 
high-rise residential apart- 
ments surges and with more 
multi-million projects still on 
the drawing boards. 

“1 think the Olympics is giv- 
ing confidence in the property 
market,” said Alislair Palmer, 
research manager at property 
management group Richard 
Ellis." 

However, the games are not 
seen as the main reason fur the 
rush in construction. 

“I don’i think the Olympics 
is driving a lot of the develop- 
ment hut il is driving the 
timetable, because people arc 
saying Tight if we are going to 
do it. let's do it before the year 
2000*." Palmer said. 

Tourism, lifestyle changes 
boost city property construc- 
tion 

Australia's Australian dol- 
lars (A$) 14 billion (S10.S bil- 
lion) tourism market demands 
more hotel construction, prop- 
erty analysts said. 

■"There are roughly AS 1.0 
billion of hotel projects in 
Sydney on the drawing hoard 
or under way." said Brian 
Wawn. director of propem 
publishers Bunvood Publish- 
ing. 

“Four years ago in Sydney 
we were scratching to find a 
hotel project." Mr. Wawn told 
Reuters. 

Lifestyle changes are also 
underpinning a big demand 
for city residential accommo- 
dation. said Angela Bom.* Hi. 
marketing manager at proper- 
ty developer Mirvac Ltd. 

"Today, time is probably 
one of the most valuable com- 
modities and people wish to 
reside close to their work 
place and their recreational 
activities like theatres, restau- 
rants and the harbour." Ms. 
Bonelli told Reuters. 

Increased activity is no 
boom but property analysis 
are reluctant to cull the 
renewed activity in the proper- 
ty market a boom. 

“1 think the industry is reluc- 
tant to use that word 'boom' 
because the nest word you 
associate with it is 'bust'.’* 
said Mr. Palmer from Richard 
Ellis. But he added the recent 
fall in interest rates had helped 
property market confidence. 

■‘Interest rales (are) coming 
off at the moment and that is 
helping property investment.” 
Mr. Palmer said. 

Burwood’s Wawn estimated 


there arc ahum hilhui: 

worth of projects around Sid- 
ney's main Cemr.il Business 
District tCBDi from the cen- 
tral railway station down in 
the harbour, where the Sjdnc\ 
opera house and harbour 
bridge sit. 

"1 don’t think Australia has 
seen ibis son uj ivm.jl J“! 
years.** he said. 

Sydney and Australia's 
other major cities. Melbourne. 
Perth and Brisbane, all suf- 
fered from a |it\ipcri\ slump in 
the early l*»9tN following a 
lending hinge Lw banks to 
propen v developers in the ate 
1980s. * 

The sears, of the earls P'pi is 
property bust are e\ idem: cen- 
tral Sydney is dotted with 
enters because many projects 
from the last boom ne\er got 
past the excavation stage. 

But over the past year the 
craters are starting to fill up as 
work starts on new holds, 
offices and shops. 

One of the most conspicu- 
ous craters is the site of the old 
Waltons retail store, which 
was demolished utter its pur- 
chase by the failed Bond Corp 
group headed by jailed busi- 
nessman Alan Bond, w ho 
planned to build a 92-. storey 
tower dubbed "sky busier". 

Mr. Bond sold the site to a 
Japanese consortium includ- 
ing Japanese retailer Sogo CO 
Ltd. which is expected to 
make a decision soon on a 
proposed office and depart- 
ment store de\ dopment on the 
site. 

If Sogo goes ahead with its 
plans it would join a growing 
list of new retail construction 
projects. 

Australia's largest retailer. 
Coles Myer Ltd. has started an 
A5500 million redes dopment 
of its Grace Bros, department 
store on Sydney 's main thor- 
oughfare. George Street. 

Investors punt on latest 
property surge investors are 
being asked to dip into their 
pockets to fund some of the 
Sydney property de\ ship- 
ments. but with mixed suc- 
cess. 

U.S. owned imeslmeni 
bank bankers trust launched 
■an AS MW million property 
trust. Bt Sydney Development 
Trust, to fund its AS500 mil- 
lion office and retail develop- 
ment in Sydney's retail dis. 
t riel. 

Lend Lease Corp Ltd 
launched the A$325 million 
darling park mist in December 
to fund the group's ASI.O bil- 
lion office and retail project in 
Sydney. 

Analysts expect more prop- 
erty trusts to appear seeking 
funds for more projects over 
the next year. 


Inrenitirit’ihil Herald Tribune 

Health fears rise as water quality 

down the 

Scientists are urging the Cameroon government 
to act quickly to clean up the capital’s deteriorat- 
ing sewage-treatment system after traces of 
human excrement were found in tap water. But 
sceptical experts say the politicians already know 
about the problem. “Why do you think they drink 
mineral water? ” asks one. 
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Economy 

Group of Seven bids to instill stability on currency markets 


BERLIN (Rl — The world’s 
financial leaders signalled (hut 
they would try to halt a rise in 
the U.S. dollar hv indicating 
they wanted major exchange 
rates to stabilise around cur- 
rent levels. 

They suggested at a meeting 
of the Group of Seven (G-7) 
rich nations, that the dollar 
had climbed enough from its 
record low s of 1995 and culled 
for currency stability to create 
the conditions for world eco- 
nomic growth. 

“We believe that major mis- 
alignments in exchange mar- 
kets... have been corrected." 
said a statement issued after 
the talks among G-7 finance 
ministers and central bankers 
on Saturday. 

' We reaffirmed our views 
that exchange rates should 
reflect economic fundamen- 
tals and that excess volatility 
is undesirable. We agreed to 
monitor developments on the 
currency markets and to coop- 
erate as appropriate.” the state- 
ment added. 

French Finance Minister 
Jean Arthuis said the aim was 
to create the kind of Iona-term 


stability that would give peo- 
ple confidence in the future 
and the desire to invest. 

“It is in these conditions that 
you support economic growth 
and obviously employment," 
he told reporters after the one- 
day talks between Britain. 
Canada. France. Germany, 
Italy. Japan and the United 
States. 

Two years ago. the G-7. try- 
ing to bring the dollar back 
from lows, called for an order- 
ly reversal of its decline. The 
Berlin statement appeared to 
be meant to bring an end to 
that process. 

While the dollar’s rise has 
been good for the European 
Union, lifting exports and 
fuelling growth as it prepares 
for monetary union, it has left 
the yen on the weak side, pos- 
ing a potential risk to its finan- 
cial system. 

And the United States, 
though it says a strong dollar 
helps it to keep inflation low 
by limiting import costs, must 
balance this against the threat 
to exports of too big a rise. 

U.S. Treasuiy Secretary 
Robert Rubin repeated a tradi- 


tional mantra that a strong dol- 
lar was in U.S. interests. 

But in a subtle change of 
tone he repeated a comment 
first made on Friday that the 
dollar hud been strong “for 
some time now" — seen as his 
way of backing a stable cur- 
rency. 

Finance ministers were 
careful to avoid talking the 
dollar down, which might 
send it sliding lower again. 

“We are satisfied with the 
dollar.” German Finance Min- 
ister Theo Waigel said. “We 
wanted a stronger dollar, and 
that is what we have.” 

Economists said the chances 
were that the dollar could in 
fact continue upwards, backed 
by an economy which is in a 
better state than most of its 
G-7 partners. 

Japan’s economy is weak 
and European Union curren- 
cies are undermined by uncer- 
tainty over its plan to launch a 
single currency in 1999 and 
by worries about unemploy- 
ment. now at postwar records 
in France and Germany. 

Mr. Rubin agreed here with 
other G-7 finance ministers on 


reining in the booming dollar 
but declared that “a strong 
dollar is in the U.S. interest." 

He said: “A strong dollar is 
in the United States interest 
and we have had a strong dol- 
lar for some time now.” 

But Mr. Rubin still noted 
that a strong greenback gives 
the United States lower infla- 
tion and "lower inflation will 
mean lower interest rates. 

“A strong dollar also engen- 
ders confidence in capital 
markets which also tends to 
create lower interest rates in 
this country,” Mr. Rubin told 
reporters. 

He said the United States 
had “over the last four years” 
brought its budget deficit 
down “by over 62 per cent to 
whar I believe is now the low- 
est deficit to GDP (gross 
domestic product) ratio in the 
G-7.” 

He added: “At the same time 
were focusing on priorities 
that are critical to the future of 
productivity — education, 
aiding those who live in the 
inner city." 

“I believe the president and 
Congress have not been this 


Clinton budget offers balance with no amendment 


WASHINGTON l AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton has 
unveiled a budget he said 
would keep the federal 
books in balance for more 
than 20 years starting in 
2002 while protecting the 
neediest and offering bil- 
lions in tax cuts. 

While President Clinton 
appealed to Congress back 
his $1.7 trillion spending 
plan for fiscal 199S. Repu£ 
Lican leaders lost little time 
dismissing it as tepid and 
ineffectual. 

Formally presenting the 
document the president 
again voiced strong opposi- 
tion to a constitutional 
amendment mandating a 
balanced budget 

"All it takes’ to balance the 
budget is discipline and 
action,” the president said as 
he released his administra- 
fitin’S fiscal roadmap toward 
a budget surplus of 517 bil- 
lion in 2002. 

He denounced the amend- 
ment backed by many 
Republicans in Congress, as 
“neither necessary nor 
wise." 

“It could have numerous 
unwanted consequences. It 
could throw our budget into 
the courts. It could force 
judges to make decisions 
they would normally never 
make." he said. 


The president insisted that 
the projected surplus five 
years from now was not a 
one-time gimmick. 

“Based on our projections, 
we can maintain a balanced 
budget for more than two 
decades.” he said. 

The spending plan for fis- 
cal I99S, starting Oct 1. 
would leave a deficit of SI 2 1 
billion next year after which 
annual shortfalls would 
shrink steadily until 2002. 

But according to represen- 
tative John Kasich, head of 
the House Budget Commit- 
tee: “If Americans are look- 
ing for big bold change, it is 
not contained in here ” 

He said the Clinton plan 
did not go far enough toward 
curbing spending, lowering 
interest rates and boosting 
earning power. 

Mr. Kasich spoke minutes 
afer the president appealed 
to Republicans to reach an 
“honourable compromise” 
on a balanced budget. 

“I believe we can do it as 
long as Republicans and 
Democrats agree that we 
have to achieve the goal.” the 
president said. 

The head of the Senate 
Budget Committee. Peter 
Dominici, added that he too 
was disappointed in the 
Clinton proposal. 

“1 thought w r e were going 


to have a very' bold budget, 
but I’m sorry to tell you I 
don’t think it is.” 

He argued that the presi- 
dent's plan to cut taxes by 
$9S billion to help finance 
college education was 
undermined by tax increases 
elsewhere worth $76 billion. 

“Clearly this is an area 
where the Republicans and 
the White House have a long 
way to go” to reach agree- 
ment. he warned. 

The budget blends Mr. 
Clinton's ideological prefer- 
ence for an activist federal 
government with reductions 
in discretionary spending 
dear to the hearts of conserv- 
ative Republicans who now 
control Congress. 

“My budget reaches bal- 
ance in 2002 the right way," 
Mr. Clinton said in a mes- 
sage accompanying the doc- 
ument, “cutting unnecessary 
and lower-priority spending 
while protecting our values." 

Military spending is put at 
$250.7 billion in fiscal 1998 
under a plan that asks for 
special measures to fund 
U.S. operations in Bosnia 
and the Gulf. 

The proposed budget 
would trim overall military 
spending, clip force levels 
slightly and extend for at 
least another year a long 
slide in new weapons orders. 



ACROSS 
1 BA word 
5 “Silence of the 

10 Speech 

14 Concerning 
ships: abbr. 

15 Bring to bear 

16 Hautboy 

17 Atlanta feature 

1 8 Of an infectious 
agent 

19 Debauchee 

20 See 37A 

23 Finish off 

24 Those not 
elected 

25 Papal vestment 
28 Use a rink 

31 Reddish hue 

32 Immediately 
34 Ovine remark 
37 Certain natives 

40 Recordings, 

briefly 

41 Distend 

42 Christian: abbr. 

43 Paul Revere, 
e-9- 

44 Toot 

45 Spread for 
bread 

47 Prison 
49 See 37A 

56 Olympics event 

57 Warning device 

58 Time gone by 

59 Asian country 

60 Press with the 
hands 

61 Bride of 
Lohengrin 

62 Hit hard 

63 Soothsayers 

64 Fishing item 

DOWN 

1 Celebes ox 

2 Freeway area 

3 Salad fish 

4 Unyielding one 

5 Of the same 
height 

6 Of a certain line 

7 Blackbird 

8 Boast 

9 WWII town 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

21 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 

22 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 





16 




17 




18 





19 




20 












i 


23 





24 




1 

25 

26 

27 


■ 


28 

29 

30 




31 




32 

33 





■ 

34 

35 

36 

37 




38 







39 




40 



■ 

41 






■ 

42 




1 


43 






44 





45 

46 




47 

48 




49 





50 

51 

52 





53 

54 

55 

56 




1 

57 





1 

58 




59 




60 





61 




62 




63 





64 


_l 



by Frank R, Jackson 


10 Turning force 

11 Concerning 

12 Name of many 
French kings 

13 Sharp 

21 Hasten 

22 Famous 

25 Ring stone 

26 Kind of roast 

27 Experts 

28 Detection device 

29 Heal, in a way 

30 Skin problem 

32 Sulphuric, for 
one 

33 Story 

34 Boxer Max 

35 Before: pref. 

36 Name in tennis 

38 Dullard 

39 Not fitting 

43 Late 

44 Knight’s titfe 

45 Chicago's 
airport 

46 Not widespread 
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47 Wind — (flight 
problem) 

48 In inclined 

49 Fodder trough 

50 Puts a question 
to 


51 Sheny 

52 Indian tribe 

53 Plant of the 
mustard family 

54 Abstract being 

55 Lat abbr. 


Internationally, the budget 
proposes to pay off Wash- 
ington’s arrears to the United 
Nations and to bolster aid to 
the former Soviet Union and 
central Europe. 

Overall, gross savings over 
a five-year period would be 
$388 billion — before tak- 
ing account of proposed tax 
cuts, welfare benefit restora- 
tions and funds to ensure 
health insurance for chil- 
dren. 

Net savings in die period 
are estimated at $252 billion. 

Domestic highlights in the 
budget include: 

— $18 billion over five 
years to restore cuts in wel- 
fare assistance to legal immi- 
grants and in funds for nutri- 
tion programmes. 

— $98 billion in tax cuts 
over five years aimed princi- 
pally ar making it easier for 
families to finance a college 
education for their children. 

— An increase in federal 
education spending to $60 
billion by 2002. 

— A $137 billion reduc- 
tion in discretionary spend- 
ing that makes cuts in pro- 
grammes deemed unnees- 
saiy. 

— A savings of $100 bil- 
lion — $138 billion over six 
years — in Medicare, a fed- 
eral programme providing 
health care to the elderly. 

— A reduction of $22 bil- 
lion in Medicaid, a medical 
programme for the poor, 
through a per capita spend- 
ing limit. 


close to reaching a balanced 
budget agreement in a long, 
long time. I believe we clearly 
should do it and can do it,” Mr. 
Rubin said. 

Japanese Finance Minister 
Hiroshi Matsuzuka declared 
that the exchange rate of the 
yen, which has been falling 
sharply against the dollar, had 
been corrected and that Tokyo 
had abandoned a policy of 
export-led growth. 

In a clear falling-into-line 
with the U.S. position, he said 
Japan intended to pursue a 
policy of domestic demand- 
led growth in the future. 

Speaking after a meeting 
finance ministers and central 
bank chiefs of the G-7 leading 
industrial states. Mr. Marsuzu- 
ka said he hoped the confer- 
ence statement on exchange 
rates would lead to a stable 
exchange market. 

“The strong yen has been 
corrected." he* also told 
reporters. 

Mr. Matsuzuka said the 
recovery of the Japanese econ- 
omy was finning and that the 
prospect of achieving 2.5 per 
cent growth tins year had 
improved. 

The International Monetary 
Fund is reckoning on average 
2.5 per cent growth in 1997 
for the G-7 countries. 

The minister foresaw 222 per 


cent growth in the Japanese 
economy next year. “The 
strength of the Japanese 
recovery is becoming firmer, 
and there is a higher probabil- 
ity of a sustained recovery,” he 
said. 

The minister was guarded 
regarding Japanese monetary 
policy, saying he was “cau- 
tious” on that front. “But I do 
expect moderate and sustained 
economic growth,” he added. 

Mr. Matsuzuka noted that 

the recent fall in the Japanese 
currency was “beginning to 
show up in rising import 
prices." 

“What we are looking for is 
stability and a stable yen 
would support the structural 
reforms” being undertaken in 
Japan, he said, adding that this 
point had “met with kind 
understanding." 

Among these reforms is 
allowing grearer access to 
Japanese markets by foreign 
companies. The United States 
and Germany in particular 
have attributed the fell in the 
yen to the need for economic 
reforms in Japan. Washington 
has long been demanding 
Tokyo open up Japanese mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Matsuzuka met with Mr. 
Rubin in Berlin on the side- 
lines of the G-7 talks and 
assured him of Tokyo's inten- 


tion of "encouraging strong 
domestic demand-led 

growth," a spokesman for Mr. 
Rubin said. 

Mr. Matsuzuka told 
reporters after the G-7 confer- 
ence that these reforms were 
intended to "allow Japan to 
stand on its own two feeL” 

He observed there appeared 
to be a serious commitment to 
structural reforms by west 
European governments. He 
also noted that because U.S. 
inflation had "settled down" 
and the American economy 
had picked up. Mr. Rubin and 
Federal Reserve (Central 
Bank) Chairman Alan 
Greenspan were displaying 
“heightened confidence." 

Asked if he would be ready 
to respond if the markets send 
the yen down again Monday, 
Mr. Mitsuzuka said: “The (G- 
7) statement reflects the exact 
situation, nothing more noth- 
ing less.” 

For his part, the head of the 
Japanese central bank. Yasuo 
Matsushita, rejected sugges- 
tions that the Bank of Japan’s 
low interest rate policy had 
undermined the yen. “Short- 
term rates have been low for 
some time, so the recent and 
abrupt movement is not due io 
our low interest rate policy," 
he said. 
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Andy Capp 



THAT5 MY NEW 
PHILOSOPHY. .“WHERE 
WILL IT ALL END?" 


IM PROUD OF YOU.. 
IT SOUNDS LIKE 
YOU'VE BEEN DOING 
SOME REAL THINKING. 



Mutt’n’Jeff 




HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR TUESDAY, 

FEBRUARY II. 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righier Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You’ll have 
some fine new ideas 
today, however, don’t get 
bogged down by details 
and forget the main 
points. Avoid any boring 
routines later this evening 
so that you can get the 
major aspects of a new 
project completed. 
TAURUS: {April 20 to 
May 20) Don’t waste your 
time today investigating 
pleasures which you know 
are too expensive, since 
you could be doing other 
fun activities. Show your 
mate your devotion later 
this evening — vocally 
and he or she will be 
pleased. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Leave the house 
early today and see the 
prominent people who 
can help you to become 
moite affluent Public 
tasks can be very benefi- 
cial, so see in whar man- 
ner of operation you can 
be most helpful. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) This 
is a fine day today to han- 
dle some important activi- 
ties which you’ve been 
putting off until a more 
feasible period. Handle 
your correspondence 
tonight and make sure you 
are correct with all of the 
information contained. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Think about some 
amusement you’ve 

enjoyed in days before 
and get into them today. 
Take your mate out for a 
good time later this 
evening and he or she will 
enjoy all of the attention 
you are supplying. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try to help 
some family friends attain 
their ambitions today, and 
.put aside your own wishes 
'tor.'fhe time 
an 1 interesting guest into 
your home later this 
evening and everyone will 
have get involved in stim- 
ulating conversations. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This is a 
fine day today for accom- 
plishing much in the busi- 
ness world, so concentrate 
upon all of your career 
activities. Be more posi- 
tive when dealing with 
others and thereby you 
can see their point of view. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Focus 
your attention today on 
increasing your income 
by forgetting pleasure for 
awhile. Steer clear of 
friends who may distract 
you from pursuing your 
desires to have a success- 
ful method of operation in 
care er acti vities. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
This is not the day today 
to ask for a favour of a 
superior, since he or she is 
likely to turn you down. 
Try to be more self- 
reliant, and don’t depend 
on friends to pull you out 
of a jam, since you must 
do everything yourself. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Steer clear today of a new 
Contact who could easily 
get you inro some very big 
difficulty. Your greatest 
happiness can come from 
your mate, who is alwavs 
eager to lend a supportive 
car to any difficulty which 
you may have. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) The com- 
pany of a long-time friend 
and some relatives will 
help you forget your wor- 
ries. Avoid a disagreement 
with your mate later this 
evening and thereby there 
wijl , pleasant harmony 

m your ^idence. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Tend to your 
credit affairs today which 
nave some hidden diffi- 
culties and which need 
attention. A superior will 
he quite receptive to 
gating you a favour later 
. evening, so don’t hes- 
itate io inquire. 

Birthstone of February 
Amethyst — Onvx. 
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Business & Finance 

Jordan revives plans 
for Aqaba oil refinery 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 11, 1997 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
has revived an offer to 
international firms to set up 
an export-oriented oil refin- 
ery in its Red Sea port of 
Aqaba, officials said Mon- 
day. 

They said the energy min- 
istry was seeking proposals 
by April 30 from 
Internationa] refiners ro 
construct, operate and own 
the 210.000 barrels per day 
(bpd) plant. 

Jordan last year signed an 
initial agreement with Cor- 
porate Holdings of America 
Inc. tCHA) for an identical 
refinery. 

Under that agreement 


which fell through after the 
firm failed to submit finan- 
cial guarantees, CHA 
would have handed the 
refinery over to Jordan after 
20 years of operation. 

The new firm chosen by 
Jordan’s energy ministry 
will sign a memorandum of 
understanding, with a 
detailed accord to be 
reached within a 180-day 
period. 

Jordan was now looking 
for “investors who have a 
proven track record in con- 
structing and operating 
refining facilities and mar- 
keting refined products" 
the energy official said. 



Jordan requests WTO 
for 10-year grace period 
before reducing customs 

** JORDAN, LIKE many other developing countries 
that entered into negotiations with the World Trade 
Organisation iWTO), has requested incentives and con- 
cessions that differ from other states “to suit our iDtemal 
conditions" Industry and Trade Minister Ali Abul 
Ragheb has announced. He said Jordan’s request for 
incentives include obtaining a 10-year grace period 
before implementing customs reductions on goods and a 
suitable period before implementing the intellectual 
property rights. 

In addition, and like other countries, Jordan has 
demanded maintaining the current customs imposed on 
some goods due “to internal considerations." These 
goods, which are sought for exemption from customs 
reduction, include cars, tobacco, alcoholic drinks and 
electrical appliances. Furthermore. Jordan has demanded 
incentives to provide customs protection to its infant 
industries similar to requests made by other Arab coun- 
tries like Egypt, Morocco and Tunis as well as other 
states which entered into negotiations with the WTO. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said that the implementation of the 
intellectual property rights will take place after a very 
long grace period froiff thc date-of joining the WTO.. As 
such, he asserted, the: implementation of this requirement 
will not affect the pharmaceutical industries. He noted 
that current pharmaceutical products will not be affected 
by the regulations on intellectual property rights as the 
rules will only be implemented on new products that will 
be manufactured after entering the WTO. The minister 
pointed out that some Jordanian pharmaceutical indus- 
tries have recently started negotiations with international 
drug firms to obtain from them patent rights in the drug 
manufacturing field. 

The minister repeated previous assurances that local 
industries in general will absolutely not be affected by 
joining neither the WTO nor the partnership agreement 
with the European Union. He said that by March 1997 
Jordan will complete answering all the inquiries put to it 
by WTO members. Following the stage of bilateral nego- 
tiations and replying to the inquiries, the next step will be 
the period of multilateral negotiations which will be the 
last before officially joining the WTO (A1 Aswaql. 


THE BETTER HALF. 
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“When I was a kid, my mother told me 
it was impolite to watch one program 
and ignore ali the other programs.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
$ by Hanri Amok! and M»» Arjlrtoo 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinary words- 


1 ESI 

UG 



□ 


^ A — 


GAUV 



— ^ 




LERCEY 


ICC 


YIE 

LDE 


□I 





WHERE TD GET 
THE 3E5T VIEW 
OF THE OCEAN. 

Now arrange the circled tellers to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 

I tumbles: POWER KETCH CORRAL FICKLE 
Yesterdays | Answgr ma\ \he nurnr 

■aid of the day - REFLECT ON HIS WORK 


The refinery, including 
the production unit, an oil 
jetty, a utility power plant, 
and crude oil and refined 
products storage tanks, 
should be completed within 
four years. 

Bidders must arrange 
financing for the project 
and Jordan would not be 
obliged to buy products 
from the refinery, the offi- 
cials said. It would however 
provide the project with a 
range of incentives, includ- 
ing tax breaks, and allocate 
a site for the refinery. 

Bidders should present a 
feasibility study of the eco- 
nomic viability of the pro- 
ject and prove they were in 
a financial “position to 
weather any cyclical down- 
turns in the market." 

The refinery would have 
to be constructed to accom- 
modate a wide range of 
light and medium grade 
middle east crude oil feed- 
stocks, the official said. 

The potential investor 
should indicate where that 
crude would come from 
and what markets would be 
taigeted for the refined 
products. Industry execu- 
tives say they expect any 
sales from Aqaba to be to 
neighbouring markets plus 
European, East African and 
the Indian subcontinent 

Jordan's existing 100,000 
bpd capacity Zarqa refinery 
relies solely on Iraqi crude 
for its sales, which are all 
domestic. 


Palestinian 
stock market 
to open 
next week 


NABLUS. West Bank f AFP) 
— The first ever Palestinian 
stock market will begin trad- 
ing on a limited basis on 
Feb. 18 with 10 companies 
worth a total of about SI 50 
million, its director has said. 

“For the first two months 
trading will be very con- 
trolled and prices will be 
held in a tight band because 
it’s a sort of teething period,” 
Safwan Bataineh told AFP. 

“At first we will have one 
day of trading a week until 
our brokerage firms have 
sufficient clients for more 
active trading " he said. 

Four brokerage firms will 
handle stocks for the 10 
companies at the opening of 
the market, which is based in 
the West Bank self-rule city 
of Nablus. 

“I don’t expect a lot of 
trading at first. The first few 
sessions will be to work out 
the errors and test the sys- 
tem. There is a large learning 
curve to make here,” Mr. 
Bataineh said. 

Stock information and an 
index will not be published 
until another five or 1 0 com- 
panies join the market. 

A total of 50 companies in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip with a combined capi- 
tal of $700 million are cur- 
rently eligible to join the 
market, and foreign compa- 
nies — including Israeli — 
are also allowed to list, he 
said. 


Iraqis flock to Dubai to import 
food, smuggle embargoed goods 


DUBAI (AFP) — Hun- 
dreds of Iraqi merchants 
flush with cash are flock- 
ing to the Gulf port of 
Dubai to ship food and 
medicine to Iraq but also 
to smuggle embargoed 
goods, trading sources 
and Dubai officials said. 

They are partly encour- 
aged by a warming polit- 
ical climate in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
which has begun promot- 
ing trade with Baghdad 
and calling for the lifting 
of the U.N. sanctions 
imposed after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“While the calls were 
not endorsements of ille- 
gal trade, they did not 
discourage it" and Iraqis 
are swamping businesses 
here offering cash for 
tires and other embar- 
goed goods, said a trad- 
ing source who requested 
anonymity. 

Iraqi traders, wearing 
Arab headdresses and 
blue or white robes, gath- 
er at Hamriya Port 
clutching mobile tele- 
phones and talking to 
E mi rati businessmen 
while flour and other 
foodstuffs are loaded 
onto wooden dhows for 
Iraq. 

Malaysian vegetable 
ghee and Thai rice are 
also shipped to Iraq from 
here, traders said. 


Embargoed goods like 
tires, car parts and com- 
puters may end up in Iraq 
even though ships' mani- 
fests indicare they are 
heading for Kuwait or 
Iran, trading and Dubai 
government sources 
added. 

Iraq’s interest in Dubai 
grew as lies with its tra- 
ditional trade partner Jor- 
dan soured in late 1995 
and merchants liked the 
fact that it was cheaper to 
ship goods from Dubai 
directly to Iraqi Gulf 
ports, trading sources 
added. 

Jordan's Red Sea port 
of Aqaba charges high 
handling costs and goods 
must then travel 1.500 
kilometres overland by 
truck to Baghdad. 

“They have a good 
business sense in Dubai. 
The political climate is 
better and Dubai is close 
to” the Iraqi port of Umm 
Qasr. said Wadeeh Nuri 
Al Hanzal. an Iraqi mer- 
chant who moved here 
from Jordan in 1995. 

He said he is a special- 
ist in the automobile 
spare pans trade but must 
stick to food exports 
because of the sanctions. 

The Dubai Economics 
Department said 222 
Iraqi business investors 
like Mr. Hanzal had set 
up ia Dubai by December 


1996. up 40 per cent over 

1995. and interest has 
surged since the U.N. 
humanitarian oil-for-food 
deal took effect in 
December. 

More than 3 IS Iraqis, 
virtually all businessmen, 
stayed in Dubai hotels in 
December, around three 
times the average month- 
ly rale for the rest of 

1996. department figures 
showed. 

“Dubai doesn't mean to 
break any kind of United 
Nations ’ rules,” said 
Obaid Saqer Busit. direc- 
tor general of Dubai 
Pons and Customs. 

But he conceded there 
had been eases of smug- 
gling to and from Dubai. 

" “The UAE has a very 
big coastline. It's diffi- 
cult to control. There arc 
some incidents of viola- 
tions." Mr. Busii told 
AFP. 

Goods arc seized — 
including almost one 
million dollars of Iraqi 
dates last year — and 
companies are blacklist- 
ed. he added. 

The U.S. Navy said that 
last month it had 
impounded a ship sus- 
pected of carrying thou- 
sands of tires and vehicle 
parts as well as 250 com- 
puter sets to Iraq. 

Shipping sources in the 
region said the ship, the 


Mannal. had set sail from 
Dubai. 

The ship was the 12ih 
vessel in the Gulf which 
was suspected ot' import- 
ing contraband to Iraq 
since September 1995, 
when Allied navies first 
observed smuggling to 
Iraq through the Gulf, the 
11.5. Navy said. 

Most of the 12 — 
including five Hying 
UAE flags — were carry- 
ing computers and vehi- 
cle parts, it added. 

Diplomats at the U.N. 
in New York said the 
smuggling in Dubai was 
a fraction of the illegal 
land trade between Iraq 
and neighbours like 
Turkey. Jordan and Iran. 

A captain of a cargo 
vessel shipping Hour to 
Umin Qasr from Hamriya 
Port said it is extremely 
difficult to evade Allied 
navies enforcing the 
sanctions in the Gulf. 

“They come with air- 
planes. They come with 
helicopters. They come 
with boarding parties. 
You've got to drop 
anchor. They come and 
search you " said the cap- 
lain who asked not to be 
identified. 


Spinneys returns 
to Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
British supermarket 
chain Spinneys, which 
was forced to close its 
Beirut branches during 
Lebanon’s civil .wan, is 
to return to the city with 
a $170 million plan for 
12 outlets. 

Inchcape Marketing 
Services, a British com- 
pany that acquired Spin- 
neys in 1993, held a cer- 
emony to mark the 
launch of construction 
work for the first and 
main branch in Dbayeh, 
north of Beirut. 

John Bartley, an execu- 
tive director of Inch cape, 
said his company was 
delighted to be returning 
to Lebanon, and that he 
was convinced the coun- 
try was starting to regain 
its leading role in the 
region’s economy. 

Inchcape’s representa- 
tive in Lebanon, Joseph 
Saadeh, told AFP that 
the 22,000 square metre 
Dbayeh branch will be 
opened in early 1998 and 


will cost SI I million. 

Mr. Saadeh said that 
under the $170 million 
project, a neiwork of 12 
branches would be 
established over ■ eight 
years across Lebanon. 

He said that since 1993 
Inchcape had opened 14 
Spinneys supermarkets 
in the Middle East 
region, including ones in 
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and 
Amman. 

Spinneys launched in 
1948 a branch in 
Beirut’s downtown area 
that became Lebanon's 
first supermarket to sell 
frozen meat. 

It later closed its first 
store, but opened two 
other branches in Verdun 
Street and Jnah, at 
Beirut’s southern 

entrance. Both outlets 
were looted and set 
ablaze by militiamen at 
the outbreak of the coun- 
try’s 1975-1990 civil 
war. 


Dollar eases but dealers say it’s still strong 


LONDON ( AFPl — The 
dollar gave up some ground 
on Monday on the London 
foreign exchange marker, 
after a call on Saturday by 
Group of Seven finance 
ministers for stabilisation of 
the main currencies, but us 
dip was limited and dealers 
say the greenback remains 
basically strong. 

The dollar was trading in 
late afternoon at 1.6556 
marks, down from 1.6742 
Friday evening (before the 
G-7 meeting in Berlin), but 
it was still above its late 
Thursday level of 1.6516 
marks. The dollar was off to 
122.76 yen agianst 124.70 
Friday evening. 

“The G-7 communique 
has absolutely nothing sur- 
prising about it and did not 
contain anything negatively 
affecting the dollar", said 
Don Smith, an economist at 
HSBC Midland. 

Mr. Smith said “the dollar 
sales that followed the G-7 
communique point to opera- 
tors’ fears of seeing the 
monetary authorities inter- 
vene on the market." 

The G-7 participants 
warned the market that they 
would monitor foreign 


exchange markets and coop- 
erate as appropriate. 

But “there is nothing to 
indicate the dollar will back- 
pedal,” Mr. Smith com- 
mented. “The U.S. economy 
remains vigorous and the 
Japanese economy is not 
giving any signs or lasting 
recovery". Moreover, inter- 
est rates generally in Europe 
and Japan are markedly 
below the U.S. level. 

“The greenback remains 
sustained and should sta- 
bilise at levels close to the 
present rates.” the expert 
said. 

Some other London econ- 
omists even expect the dol- 
lar to start back up. especial- 
ly against the yen, saying 
that economic fundamentals 
will necessarily push the 
dollar higher. 

At midday Monday. Ger- 
man Bundesbank chief 
Hans Tietmeyer said in 
Basel that the G-7 message 
"seems to have been heard 
by the financial markets.” 
But operators shrugeed that 
off. 

Other financial analysts 
said that the weekend's 
somewhat tame statement 
from the Berlin G-7 meeting 


will do nothing to prevent 
economic fundamentals 
pushing the dolLr still high- 
er. 

The G-7 said in a state- 
ment after the meeting of 
finance ministers and central 
bank governors that the 
major currency misalign- 
ments it noted in its April 
1995 communique had been 
corrected and added, as 
usual, that currency stability' 
was desirable. 

Bui Mr. Tietmeyer let slip 
that the subject of interven- 
tion was not even discussed, 
a comment backed up by 
British Finance Minister 
Kenneth Clarke who said 
the meeting reached no 
agreement on concerted for- 
eign exchange intervention. 

“I think it will be the 
Claike and Tiermeyer com- 
ments that the market will 
latch onto more than any- 
thing else." said David Cole- 
man, chief economist at 
CIBC Wood Gundy. 

“It sounds like a green 
light for the dollar to go up. 
It needed something 
stronger than they have 
come up with to cause a 
change of heart in the mar- 
ket," he added. 


Some suspect that Japan 
itself would not be too 
unhappy with a still higher 
dollar. “1 think this is a case 
of public virtues, private 
vices." said David Brown, 
chief European economist at 
Bear Steams. 

"The public virtue is that 
they want. to. slow down the 
speed of the dollar's rise, but 
the private vice is that the G- 
3 (U.S., Germany and 
Japan) want a firmer dollar" 
he indicated. 

On the one hand the U.S. 
is happier with the firmer 
dollar as an inflation spoiler, 
and on the other. Germany 
and Japan are tacitly happy 
with a strong and rising dol- 
lar to boost their flagging 
domestic economic recover- 
ies. 

So the markets will not see 
the G-7 meeting as standing 
in the way of a further dollar 
advance, but they will 
become wary if the speed of 
the rally gets out of hand. 

Despite the lack of inter- 
vention talk at Saturday’s 
meeting, analysts said the 
G-7 could still spring an 
intervention trap if the” dol- 
lar's rise became too rapid in 
the coining weeks. 
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JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmelsanj, second floor; 
220 sq.m.~ 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcjoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUMO HAIG 

Pr ofrwom l Quality] ia 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our chop and ge£- 


JUMUO phmtm 


■CLEANING SERVICES 
HOME.OFFTCFS. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

ii EATING SYSTEM S& 
PLUMBING 

■FOR RENT: 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
E L AT S . I KL KNISHE D& 

• UNFURNISHED 



Bank. Phone 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 





1KL : 699369 
I AN : 794414 


flB&t o dd/lCUtt 

1 Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
L Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 814116 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


fyt&t Atte0i6&& j4mnuut 



Quality Serviced Suites 
One & Two Bedrooms 
Dally & Long Stay 
Reasona b le Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax 674551 


CROWTI HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 
1 -TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




SEAL ESTATE 


ts FOR 
I RENT 

I Deluxe Vi; ids 


Deluxe Vi lias 

A pnrtii. men (■‘i 
in Amman 


fa 

For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Tiytheonfy 
STUFFED PIZZA 
in Town [Chicago Style) 
PAN PIZZA 
(Thin or Thick Crust) 
ITALIAN SANDWICHES 
^ Mian Bed. Meatballs, 


Pizza Gpakjde 

The Teal Italia/? Taste 
Qourmet plZZfi 
' ! /e use the <jery test fosredlent 


Scratch & Win A Car 
(SEAT CORDOBA 97) 
and other Prizes. 
Get your Coupon for 
Every Purchase of 5 J.D 
Free Delivery 
Take Away 
Dine In 


Ihn Indoor Tenaca By The AMlfit ~ Abell 
. TeL 688 471 Ext. 32 
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Davis Cup 

Dutch comeback sinks Romania 
as Spain beat Germany 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
Netherlands, snatching vic- 
tory from the jaws of defeat- 
booked their passage inro 
the Davis Cup quarterfinals 
in Bucharest on Sunday 
when they completed a 
thrilling 3-2 victory over 
World Group newcomers 
Romania. 

Jan Siemerink. who 
crashed to a shock defeat 
against the Romanian num- 
ber-two Andrei Pavel on 
Friday to leave his team 
trailing 0-2. was the Dutch 
hero on Sunday when he 
scored an inspired five-set 
victory over Adrian Voinea. 

Siemerink. 26. left the 
court exhausted after his 
four-and-a-half hour 7-6 
(S/6). 5-7. 6-7 (3/7). 7-6 
(10/8), 6-4 victory — but 
the win. which put the 
Dutch back to 2-2 in the tie. 
was enough to drain the 
fighting spirit from the 
Romanians and Pavel won 
only six games against Paul 
Hoarhuis in the "vital final 
singles. 

The Czech Republic, who 
wen? also trailing 1-2 at 
home to India after surpris- 
ingly losing Saturday's dou- 
bles. were another team to 
turn around pending defeat. 

Former French Open 
finalist Petr Korda recov- 
ered after dropping the first 
set to beat Leander Paes 5- 
7. 6-3. 6-1. 6-1 and Jiri 
Novak then clinched the 
Czechs' berth in the last 
eight by beating India's 
478th-ranked Mahesh 
Bhupathi 6-1. 6-4. 6-3. 

Sweden, last year’s final- 
ists who had dropped the 
opening singles on Friday, 
stormed home to a 4-1 vic- 
tory against Switzerland in 
Luleaa. 

Thomas Enqvist gave the 
home side the winning point 
.-.. when he defeat, -hig:serv- 
|.ij‘jngMarc Rossef^-J,^. 3-' 
6, 6-2 in the first of the 
reverse singles and Magnus 
Larsson then clinched the 
dead rubber by beating Ivo 
Heuberger 3-6. 6—4, 6-2 
Spain and Italy also won by 
4-1 margins. 

On clay courts in 
Mallorca, after surprisingly 
losing Saturday's doubles, 
Spain clinched their victory 
over a depleted Germany, 
who could not call up either 
Boris Becker or Michael 
Stich. by winning both of 
Sunday's singles. 

Carlos Moya, the recent 
Australian open finalist, 
scored a 6-4. 6-4. 7-5 victo- 
ry over Hendrik Dreekmann 
and Albert Costa then beat 
Marc Kevin Goeller 2-6. 7-6 





Spain's Carlos Moya (2ND R| is joined by team captain Manolo Santana (R) and 
team mates Alex Corretja (L) and Carlos Costa as they celebrate his victory in the 
third singles match for their Davis Cup World Group qualifying tie against 
Germany's Hendrik Dreekman to secure his country's 3-1 victory over Germany 
(Reuters photo) 

finalists Russia, who were 
without Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov and Alexander 
Volkov. 

The final singles was not 
played since the doubles 
had been held over from 
Saturday because of rain. 

Ellis Ferreria and Grant 
Stafford scored the wanning 
point in the tie when they 
trounced Andrei Cherkasov 
and Andrei Olhovskiy 6-2, 
3-6. 6-0. 6-2 but with noth- 
ing left to play for. Wayne 
Ferreira was beaten in the 
reverse singles by 
Chesnokov. 

Russian coach Shamil 
Tajpishev was economical 
with his congratulations for 
South Africa, saying that his 
team were had gone into the 
tie as underdogs. 

“We fought hard but we 
were outclassed.” Tarpishev 
/>i said: . “I ; think L Cheikasov : ' 
' played his best game in five 
years against Ferreira.” 
Chilean tennis player Marcelo Rios celebrates bis victo- Tarpishev, however, rated 
ry over Ecuadoran Nicolas Lapentti in a Davis Cup South Africa's chances 
Group One American zone match (Reuters photo) quite highly for their next 

(7/51. 6-1. will now piny Italy for a P a ™ encounter away 

German coach Niki Pi lie place in the semi-finals. o Sweden, 
was rich in his praise for his Italy had comfortably 

opponents. wrapped up their win f>on, the South A^can team 

"No one can beat the against Mexico on Saturday £? tr0D £ * el1 ^ an, - ed - 
Spaniards on clay. They are when they triumphed in the ^ ^ r COUnt CU L 

the best in the world on this doubles. ^Swedish team. I would 

surface.” he shrugged. On Sunday Renzo Furlan . /.Sj chances 3112 50 “~ 0, 
adding: “I don't think we beat Alejandro Hernandez A hai , D . , , 

would not have beaten them 6-2. 6-3 but Omar ,7™^ Boetsc £ saved 

even with Michael Stich and Camporese. substituting for defending champions 
Boris Becker in the team” the flu-stricken An'drea ™“* . com P le u te 

Spain, whose last appear- GaudenzL went down 6-2, un ^hanon by winning the 
unce in a Davis Cup final 3-6. 4-6 to Luis Herrera. ““ * n S ,es •“* avo,d 
came in 1967 when they South Africa clinched a 3- Australia notching up a 

were beaten by Australia, 1 win over 1994 and 1995 Jem-weep Boetsch 

defeated Patrick rafter 4-6, 

6-4. 7-6 (7/5) but Sandon 
S to lie. who made his debut 
in the competition, earlier 
beat French number-one 
Cedric Pioline, 7-6 (7/3), 6- 
4. 

Australia will now play 
the Czech Republic in 
Adelaide. 

Noah and Boetsch both 
pointed to the French team’s 
difficulty in adapting to the 
fast grass surface of White 
City. 

Noah, who never thrived 
on grass as a player and wbo 
won his Grand Slam title at 
the French Open on clay 
quipped: “Next time we will 
ask Newcombe to coach us 
to play on grass.... grass is 
not good for me.” 

Newcombe was pleased 
with his team's play. 

“We lost the first two sets 
and won the next 1 2. It was 
a great effort against the 
defending champions. I 
couldn't ask for more," he 
said. 

Australia had gone into 
i Ivanisevic returns a backhand to Morocco's Karim match first-choice sin- 
tund Davis Cap match at Osijek in Eastern Croatia. {Lf?. Payers Mark 
7-5 (Reuters photo) “ d Jason 


German coach Niki Pi lie 
was rich in his praise for his 
opponents. 

“No one can beat the 
Spaniards on clay. They are 
the best in the world on this 
surface.” he shrugged, 
adding: "I don't think we 
would not have beaten them 
even with Michael Stich and 
Boris Becker in the team” 
Spain, whose last appear- 
ance in a Davis Cup final 
came in 1967 when they 
were beaten by Australia, 


will now play Italy for a 
place in the semi-finals. 

Italy had comfortably 
wrapped up their win 
against Mexico on Saturday 
when they triumphed in the 
doubles. 

On Sunday Renzo Furlan 
beat Alejandro Hernandez 
6-2. 6-3 but Omar 

Camporese. substituting for 
the flu-stricken Andrea 
GaudenzL went down 6-2, 
3-6. 4-6 to Luis Herrera. 

South Africa clinched a 3- 
1 win over 1994 and 1995 
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Croatian tennis player Goran Ivanisevic returns a backhand to Morocco's Karim 
Alami during their fourth round Davis Cnp match at Osijek in Eastern Croatia. 
Ivanisevic won the match 6-2, 7-5 (Reuters photo) 
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TEL:634144 
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Dennis Quaid, David Thewlis 
& Sean Connery ..... in 

DRAGON HEART 


CINEMA TEL:634144- 

PHILRDELPHIH “2” 

Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 


Lewis still 
amazed by 
McCall’s 
behaviour 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Lennox Lewis, the new 
World Boxing Council 
(WBC) heavyweight cham- 
pion, arrived back ■ in 
London Sunday, still 
amazed by the bizarre 
behaviour of his title oppo- 
nent Oliver McCalL 
Lewis was awarded a 
fifth-round TKO in Las 
Vegas on Friday night 
when McCall failed to 
defend himself. Lewis, 
who became the first 
British fighter to regain the 
heavyweight world crown, 
said he thought McCall 
was “just plain mad.” 

“He was in no fit state to 
climb in the ring,’’ said the 
new champion. 

Lewis' manager Frank 
Maloney said McCall's 
actions — refusing to 
throw punches and crying 
in his corner before the 
start of the fifth round — 
showed he was emotionally 
unprepared for the fight 
McCall had been in drug 
rehabilitation since 

December, when he was 
arrested after throwing a 
Christmas tree in a hotel 
lobby. 

It was one of three brush- 
es with the law last year, 
and one of many attempts 
by McCall to kick drug and 
alcohol problems. 

Lewis, a former Olympic 
gold medallist, is now 
expected to fight compatri- 
ot and World Boxing 
Organisation (WBO) 
champion Henry 

Akinwande. 

But the new champion 
said: “Bring on anyone. I 
don't care. 

Eventually I will unify 
the titles — perhaps in 12 
months — you know what 
boxing politics are like. 

"I don't really feel left 
out of the picture. Let 
Tyson and. Holy field 1 have 
their rematch ahd ; Bfiafeacih 
other up. I'll take the left- 
overs.” 

Reflecting on his victory 
on Friday. Lewis admitted: 
“Winning this title feels 
better than when I won the 
first one because this one I 
won it in the ring. 

*‘I was very happy with 
my own performance and 
that’s what matters.” 

On Samrday. McCall 
held an emotional press 
conference in Las Vegas 
claiming his actions in the 
fight had been a deliberate 
strategy to counter Lewis' 
clinching. 

“Once I knew the (sec- 
ond) round was coming to 
the end. I was like, 'man, 
he's gonna hold,'” McCall 
said. 

Entering the third and 
fourth rounds, he 
explained, his strategy was 
“to go out and try and do a 
little rope-a-dope and 
intimidate him to open up 
and throw punches at me.” 
He angrily denied that he 
threw the fight, and chal- 
lenged Lewis to a rematch. 

“ff I was to throw the 
fight, don’t you know that 
all I had to do was fall 
down and don't get up. fall 
and say ‘I’ve fallen and I 
can’t get up?’ I would not 
do that.” 

McCall said he was “not 
too concerned” that 
Nevada boxing officials are 
withholding his $3,075 
million purse. 

The rambling press con- 
ference did little to reassure 
observers about McCall’s 
mental state. 

Those present included 
psychiatrist Leonora Petty, 
who examined McCall for 
more than an hour Saturday 
morning. 

She claimed he was men- 
tally fit. but also suggested 
follow-up treatment 
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Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 


Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
(Arabic) Al Jardai Walkankah 


Sainz moves into lead 
in Swedish Rally 


KARLSTAD (R) — Spaniard Carlos Sainz 
moved into the lead of the Swedish Rally at 
the end of the third day on Sunday after his 
rivals each encountered troubles in difficult 
conditions. 

The Ford driver, who has never won die 
Swedish event, took the lead from Briton 
Colin McRae, in a Subaru, on the 17th stage 
and maintained his advantage to end the day 
12 seconds clear. 

“Today's stages have been very difficult 
because the road surfaces have changed so 
quickly with different combinations of 
gravel, snow and ice,” said Sainz. “We 
pushed hard all day and we are not going to 
ease off now.” 

McRae had earlier grabbed the lead from 
overnight leader and team mate Kenneth 
Eriksson, who was suffering from gearbox 


problems, but slipped back into the clutch- 
es of Sainz after falling foul of both the con- 
ditions and brake problems on his car. 

“Running at the front of the field, Kenneth 
and I have been sweeping the stages clear of 
up to eight inches (12 cm) of mixed ice, 
slush and gravel — ull benefit of 

those behind us.” explained McRae. 

The most impressive drive of the day 
came from world champion Tommi 
Makinen. who ended the day in fourth 
place, 54 seconds behind Sainz. despite 
having been penalised one minute 20 sec- 
onds for a service infringement on Saturday 
evening. 

The final six stages of the rally, the second 
on the World Championship calendar, take 
place around Karlstad in west Sweden on 
Monday. 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Grant jumps seasonal best 

WUPPERTAL. Germany (AFP) — Veteran British high 
jumpey CjaJton Grant .produced the best jump indoors of 
the yeif jn die wjprldJjere on 'Sunday bf 2.33 metres — but- 
he finished' second to Norwegian Steinar Hoen on the, 
countback rule. The 30-year-old Grant, winner of the 199 1 
European cup. and Hoen jumped three centimetres higher 
than third placed Australian Tim Forsyth, while Grant’s 
compatriot Steve Smith jumped 2.27m to finish joint 
fourth. I 


Shearer resumes training 

LONDON (AFP) — England captain Alan Shearer 
resumed foil training on Monday and is “very hopeful” of 
playing against Italy in their crucial World Cup qualifier at 
Wembley on Wednesday. Shearer, the world's most expen- 
sive player when he signed from Blackburn for 15 million 
pounds (522 3 million) has been one of several key play- 
ers battling against injuries — in his case a back problem 
— and England coach Glenn Hoddle is desperate for the 
striker to play. The Newcastle star said he was “very hope- 
ful” of playing and added: “I am looking forward to it. 
Monday will be more intense and it really is a case of 
starting to look forward to the game now. “Italy are a side 
full of world class players and if we are to beat them on 
Wednesday then we are going to have to be at our best.” 
Shearer said. 

Rubin back to her best 

LINZ (AFP) — Seventh-seeded Chanda Rubin of the 
United States showed that she is back at her best after her 
injury-marred 1996 season by winning the WTA event 
here on Sunday. Rubin, who will be 20 in nine days time 
and who defeated top-seed Jana Novotna in an exciting 
three set clash 24 hours earlier, beat Karina Habsudova of 
the Czech Republic in straight-sets. The American started 
slowly, possibly feeling the effects of her gruelling match 
with Novotna and trailed 2-0 before surging back to score 
a 6-4, 6-2 win. 

Belgium striker Weber quits 

BRUSSELS (R) — Croatian -bom Belgium and 
Anderlecht striker Josip Weber was quoted on Monday as 
saying he was being forced to quit soccer because of per- 
sistent knee problems. “I've had surgery and anaesthetics 
seven, eight times and now it’s enough... I don't think 
there's much sense in resuming training again” Weber 
told Belgian newspapers. Weber, 32. gamed Belgian 
nationality in March 1994 which allowed him to take pan 
in the world cup finals in the United States in June. 
Leading scorer in Belgium for three years in a row from 
1992 to 1994, he was long believed to be the striker his 
new compatriots had been waiting for. But he injured his 
knee shortly after moving to Anderiecht from Cercle 
Brugge later that year and has never fully recovered 


World Cup 



Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:00. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:00 - 2:00 » 6:30, 8:3 °- 10:30 


y CINEMA TEL677420 — ^ 

CONCORD ) 

CONCORD “1" 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardai Walkanka 

Shows; 12:15, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30. 
CONCORD “2" 

now on daily 
“Custom Made Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin < 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre" 

TEL: 6251 55 

The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 
with the new play entitled 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Sports 


Jordan’s soccer team begins 
training camp in Baghdad 


By Aleen Barmayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN The Kingdom's national 
soccer team Wednesday play their Iraqi 
counterparts in their third friendly inter- 
national match in preparation for the 
upcoming World Cup qualifiers which 
start in April. 

The Jordanian team started an intensive 
two-week training camp in Baghdad 
Monday. The team is scheduled to have 
several training sessions twice daily and 
play three matches against the Iraqi junior 
and men’s national teams before return- 
ing to Amman Feb. 25. 

The training camp will be a good oppor- 
tunity for Jordanian head coach 
- Mohammad Awad to amend any short- 
comings which he may have come across 
after two friendlies against the Lebanese 
national team last week. 

Jordan lost the first encounter in Beirut 
1-0 while the second one in Amman 
ended in a 0-0 draw. 

Other friendlies scheduled by the 
Jordan Soccer Federation include two 
matches against Syria, March 16 in 
Amman and March 23 in D amas cus, and 
another two against Oman in Muscat 
March S and 1 1 . 

Jordan’s Asian Group 3 qualifiers start 
in Manama. Bahrain against the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain April 8. 

The Lebanese team will be facing 
Kuwait and Singapore in Group 7, while 
Iraq will be playing Pakistan and 
Kazakhstan in Group 9. 

Thirty-six Asian countries will contest 


the first round World Cup qualifiers and 
have been divided into ten groups. 

The top team in each of the 10 groups 
will qualify for the second round where 
the teams will be divided into two groups. 

The first two from each group will then 
contest the Asian finals. 

The first three qualify directly for the 
1998 World Cup in France while the win- 
ner of a play-off between the fourth team 
and the Oc^ma Zone winner will also 
qualify. / 

The Kingdom’s team includes Ahmad 
Abu Nasouh, Mu’raz Risheh, Mohammad 
Abu Daoud, Yousef Ammouri, Amjad 
Taher, Mohammad Khaz’ali, Is am 
Mahmoud , Abdallah Abu Zame’h, Faisal 
Ibrahim. Hussein Shanaineh, Abdallah 
Shiyyab, Ra'fat Aii, Adnan Awad, Raed 
Momani, Bass am A1 Khatib, Aref 
Hussein, Khaled Yousef, Munir Abu 
Han task, Nart Yadaj and Walid Abdul 
Rahman. 

Seven of A1 Faisali’s players, currently 
on leave to take part in the Arab 
Champion Cup in Morocco next month, 
will not join the national team’s training 
camp. They are Ahmad Khalil, Mohannad 
Mahadin, Jamal Abu Abed, Subhi 
Suleiman, Ja'far Hammad, Hasouneh 
Sheikh and Jiryes Tadros. Head coach 
Mohammad Awad said the seven might 
join the team starting with the matches in 
Oman. 

A1 Faisali will join Arab Cup champs 
Morocco's Olympic Khreibkeh, Arab 
Clubs champions Egypt’s A1 Ahli, and 
runner-up Morocco's A1 Raja (see sepa- 
rate story). 


Petrosani conclude 
visit with 1-0 win 

By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Romania’s Jiul Petrosani Sunday beat A1 
Faisali 1-0 in the second friendly match held as part of A1 
Faisali's preparations for the Arab Champions Cup in 
Morocco in March. 

AJ Faisali had won the first encounter 1-0 on Thursday 
by Subhi Suleiman’s goal after an exciting match in which 
the Romanians missed two shots which hit the post saving 
Al Faisali from a sure loss. 

Jiul Petrosani, who were Romanian champions in 1975, 
are currently sixth in their country's soccer league. They 
had arrived in Amman Wednesday on an invitation from Al 
Faisali. 1 ' 

Prior to the arrival the guest team had played two match- 
es in Syria where they beat Al Dimashqi 2-0 and lost to Al 
Jeish 3-2. 

A i Faisali are now on an intensive training programme 
for their upcoming championship against Arab top teams: 
They are Morocco's Olympic Khreibkeh, Arab Clubs 
Champions Egypt’s Al Ahli, Morocco’s Al Raja and Al 
Faisali. 

Al Faisali's team consists of : Anis Shafeeq, Waleed Abu 
Hmeid. Freidon Saeed, Raed Jbour, Mohannad Mahadeen, 
Ahmad Khalil, Firas Khalaileh, Ali Zoubi, Ihab Nasser, 
Rami Abu Fanar, Osama Talal, Rateb Awadat, Ziad Abu 
Shanab, Jamal Abu Abed, Subhi Suleiman, Hassouneh 
Sheikh, Haitham Shboul. Hatem Aqel, Jiryes Tadrus. 
Mahmoud Mattar, Jaafar Hamad and Mohammad 
Mansour. 


Hingis the favourite 
as Paris Open begins 


PARIS (AFP) — 
Switzerland’s Martina 
Hingis, who became the 
youngest-ever winner of a 
Grand Slam singles title 
this century at the 
Australian Open last mouth, 
returns to European compe- 
tition at the Paris Indoor 
Open this week a hot 
favourite to prolong her 
winning streak. 

The 16-year-old. who has 
moved up to second in the 
world rankings behind 
Steffi Graf, is unbeaten so 
far this year with three tour- 
nament titles already. 

And she looks an odds-on 
certainty to add a fourth 
when tire $480,000 Paris 
Open gets underway at the 
Couberon Stadium here on 
Tuesday. 

The top-seeded Swiss 
player, bidding to narrow 
the gap in the rankings still 
further on Graf who is cur- 
rently nursing a knee injury, 
said after her latest success 
in Tokyo a fortnight ago: 

“Right now I'm number 
two in the world and it’s 
going to be hard just stay- 
ing there,” she said. 

Despite the outward show 
of diffidence, Hingis is 
nonetheless intent on taking 
over from Graf and replac- 
ing Monica Seles as the 
youngest-ever world num- 
ber one in the coming 
months. 

Seles, who is now sixth in 
the world, reached the top 
spot in the 'rankings in 
March 1991 at the age of 17 
years three months and 19 


days. That was seven days 
younger than the previous 
youngest world number- 
one — American Tracy 
Austin. 

According to the seedings 
— Hingis’ main threat in 
Paris should come from 
second-seeded Jana 

Novotna of the Czech 
Republic and Graf's third- 
seeded compatriot Anke 
Huber. 

But many see the big-hit- 
ting but erratic Mary Pierce, 
Hingis' opponent in the 
Australian Open final, as 
the player most likely to 
upset the form book. 

On her day the 22-year- 
old Pierce can beat anybody 
and, seeded eighth for this 
week's tournament, she was 
drawn on Monday in the 
bottom-half of the 32-play- 
er lineup which means that 
another final against Hingis 
could be on the cards. 

However the Canadian- 
born French player is likely 
to confront more problems 
off court than on it. 

For a start she has to win 
back her credibility with the 
borne fans. 

Twelve months ago she 
was jeered off the 
Coubertin show court after 
losing badly in the first 
round to Germany’s Petra 
Begerow. 

“It’s typical,” snapped 
Pierce after the defeat. “In 
France, when you are win- 
ning everybody is with you. 
But when you are losing 
they turn their backs on 
you.” 


Pankratov 
sets 2 
records, 
promises 
more 

PARIS (R) — Denis 
Pankratov, denied two 
world records in Paris last 
year because of a dope test 
blunder, set two more in 
two days at this year's edi- 
"tiori" of die "kaz tfd short- 
course World Cup meeting 
over the weekend and 
warned that others could 
follow soon. 

The Russian double 
Olympic champion 
clocked 51.78 seconds in 
the 100 metres butterfly on 
Sunday, bettering the 
record of 51.93 he set last 
Wednesday in Imperia, 
Italy. 

On Saturday, the double 
Olympic champion had set 
another world record by 
clocking 23.35 in the 50 
metres butterfly, improving 
the previous mark of 23.45 
set by Briton Mark Foster 
in December 1995 in 
Sheffield. England. 

It was sweet recompense 
for the Russian, who had 
broken both the 100 and 
200 metres butterfly short- 
course world marks at last 
year’s final World Cup 
meeting in Paris, only to be 
denied the records because 
French meet organisers had 
run out of bottles to admin- 
ister the dope tests neces- 
sary for ratification. 

“I like this swimming 
pool.” he said after setting 
his fourth short-course 
world record in just nine 
days in the last three meet- 
ings of the eight-venue 
World Cup series in 25- 
metre pools. 

Pankratov began his 
record spree in 
Gelsenkirchen, Germany, 
on February 1 when he 
clocked 1:52.64 in the 200 
metres butterfly. 

“I don’t feel’ bitter about 
what happened to me here 
last year because the 
Olympics then brought me 
some consolation.'' he said, 
referring to the dope test 
fiasco. 

Pankratov said breaking 
records would be his main 
goal this year. 

‘1 think I can do better in 
all three events (50, 100 
and 200 metres butterfly),'’ 
he said. “Jn the 50 metres, I 
think I can go under 23 
('seconds).’’ 

When breaking both 
records in Paris, Pankratov 
swam under the water for 
most of the first 25 metres, 
surfacing only once shortly 
before the turn. 

'T could go just as fast on 
top of the water but I would 
lose more energy” he 
explained. 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, February 11, 1997 



Rice, Jordan make history 


as East win All-Star game 



Charlotte Hornets Glen Rice of the East Team dunks the ball during the NBA All-Star 
game at Gund Arena. Rice, the game’s MVP, scored 26 points, setting an All-Star 
game record with most points in a quarter and in a half. The East won 132-120 
(Reuters photo) 


CLEVELAND (AFP) — 
Glen Rice scored a record 
20 points in the third quarter 
and Michael Jordan grabbed 
the first triple-double in All- 
Star game history to power 
the East to a 132-120 victo- 
ry over the West here 
Sunday. 

Rice was named Most 
Valuable Player of the 
National Basketball 

Association’s 47th mid-sea- 
son classic. 

On a day where the 50 
grouest players in league 
history were assembled at 
halftime. Rice shot his way 
to the greatest quarter and 
Jordan posted the greatest 
all-around game in the his- 
tory of the series, which the 
Eastern Conference leads, 
30-17. 

The East took control for 
good in the third quarter 
behind Rice, who shot poor- 
ly in Saturday’s long dis- 
tance shootout and missed 
six of seven first-half shots. 
The Charlotte Hornets 
guard drilled four straight 
three-pointers and never 
cooled off, making eight of 
1 1 shots in the period as the 
East built a 97-87 lead. He 
had more points in the peri- 
od than any other player had 
in the game. 

Rice broke the record set 
in 1968 by Philadelphia 
76ers guard Hal Greer, on 
band as one of the 50 all- 
time greatest. Rice ended up 
with 26 points, including a 
record 24 in the second half. 

Wilt Chamberlain — also 
a top-50 member — scored 
23 points in a half in 1962. 
Tom Chambers equalled the 
mark in 1987. 

Jordan, the first of the 50 
introduced at intermission, 
keyed a second-quarter 
surge that saw the East erase 
almost all of a 23-point 
deficit in a five-minute 
span. The superstar guard of 
(he Chicago Bulls did not 
sjioot.well but finished with 
-points, 11- rebounds: and. 
1 1 assists. 

Orlando Magic point 
guard Penny Hardaway 
made sure the West didn’t 
rally, directing the offence 


and finishing with 19 
points. 

Milwaukee Bucks fbrward 
Vin Baker also added 19 for 
the East, which has won 
three of the last four All- 
Star games. 

Guards LatrelJ Sprewell of 


the Golden State Warriors 
and Gary Payton of the 
Seattle Supersonics led the 
West with 1 9 and 1 7 points, 
respectively. All 24 players 
scored and both teams 
reached 1 20 points in a reg- 
ulation game for the first 


lime since 1989. 

After a half-season of 
watching the plodding 
Cavaliers, fans at Gund 
Arena were treated to an 
athletics meeting enhanced 
by injuries ro post players 
Patrick Ewing and Alonzo 


Mourning on the East and 
Shaquille O'Neal for the 
West. Houston's Charles 
Barkley and Clyde Drexler 
also sat out with ailments as 
the game featured six first- 
time AU-Stars. 

Rice caught fire right after 
the east reclaimed the lead 
for good. He made three 
three-pointers in 51 sec- 
onds, boosting the lead to 
70-60 with 9:44 to play in 
the third. 

The West pulled within 10 
points before Rice went 
inside for a pair of dunks 30 
seconds apart to push the 
advantage back to 86-72 
with 4:02 left. He capped 
his record-setting period 
with another dunk and a 
short bank shot. 

Detroit Pistons fbrward 
Gram Hill scored 1 1 points 
for the East. Baker grabbed 
12 rebounds and Atlanta 
Hawks forward Christian 
Laettner added 1 1 . 

Utah guard John Stockton 
scored 1 2 points and Payton 
added 10 assists for the 
West. 

Rice and company trailed 
by 23 points midway 
through the second quarter 
before east coach Doug 
Collins went to a small, 
quick lineup that featured 
Jordan, Pippen, Hill. 
Hardaway and Laettner. The 
results were stunning. 

After a three -pointer b\ 
Mitch Richmond of the 
Sacramento Kings gave the 
West a 56-34 edge, the East 
ran off 17 consecutive 
points. 

Jordan scored the last five 
on a free throw, jumper and 
a tip-in that cut the deficit to 
56-5 1 with one minute to go 
before halftime, when the 
West led 60-57. 

After the break. Collins 
played another hunch, start- 
ing Pippen with reserves 
Laettner, Brandon. Baker 
and Rice. 

Baker opened the third 
quarter with a pair of dunks, 
giving the East its fTrsr -lead 
since the opening three min- 
utes and jump-starting a 10- 
0 burst, and Rice took over 
from there. 


Defeat at Espanyol leaves Barcelona 8 points adrift 


MADRID (R) — 

Barcelona were left eight 
points adrift of Spanish 
League leaders Real 
Madrid after going down 
2-0 to two Florin 
Radudoiu penalties in 
Sunday's Catalan derby 
with Espanyol. 

“It’s never over till it’s 
over,” said Barcelona 
coach Bobby Robson, who 
had seen his side reduced 
to 10 men in the first half 
when Luis Figo was sent 
off. 

Earlier Real had come 
back from a goal down to 
beat struggling Hercules 3- 
2, with Raul Gonzalez 
scoring the winner. 

The setback for 
Robson's team came just 
three days after Barcelona 


had knocked Real out of 
the Spanish Cup. 

Another British coach in 
trouble is John Toshack, 
whose rime as the hate fig- 
ure of Deportivo Coruna 
fans looked to be coming 
to an end after a 2-2 draw 
with Celta Vigo. 

The result meant 
Deportivo stayed fifth, 
separated on goal differ- 
ence from fourth-placed 
Real Sociedad. who lost 1 - 
0 to Valencia on Saturday. 

Both teams are five 
points behind Real Betis, 
who secured third place 
with a 3-1 win over 
Extremadura and have a 
game in hand. 

The bad news for Betis is 
that a yellow card for 
Alfonso Perez — his fifth 
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PESSIMIST'S PARADISE 


Both vulnmhle. Sooth deals. 
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Opening lead; Jack of * 

The classic definition of a pes- 
simist Is a person who wean a belt 
.and suspenders. At the bridge 
table, a pessimist is often a winning 
player, someone who prepares far 
tlx wont. 

In the methods used by North- 
Sooth, North's rabid of two dobs, 
the fourth suit, was game- farcing. 
Sooth jumped to show a nod suit 
and. after partner re bid hearts, 
drove the auction to the no-trump 
slam without further ada 
West led the jack of spades, and 
declarer could count seven tricks 


outside the diamond suit. Five 
tricks were needed from diamond s, 
therefore, to fulfill the s lam . Most 
players would start by cas h i ng the 
ace of diamonds, and West's club 
discard was a mortal Maw to declar- 
er's prospects. No matter how 
declarer twisted, 11 tricks were the 
maximum available since hearts 
were equally unproductive. 

Declarer had bad lock — if the 
diamonds were no worse than 4-L 
declarer could give op a diamond 
trick mil get h™"- easily, But 
pessimistic declarer wonld have 
taken the moat evil distribution 
into consideration, and would have 
found a way to counter the actual 
lie of the cards. 

South should win the first trick 
in hand and lead a low diamond 
toward tlx tanl If the diamonds are 
no worse than 4-1. the defenders 
are welcome to win the first dia- 
mond trick, after which declarer 
will collect the remaining cards in 
the suit by leading diamonds from 
the top. If West has five diamonds, 
the defender most rise with the 
jack or else the ten wifi wm. Dum- 
my's ten and the high honors in 
band will then dear the rest of the 
suit, setting up a long diamond in 
the dosed band. 

If West shows out on the first dia- 
mond, the table’s ten loses to the 
jack. But now a finesse of the eight 
of diamonds wifi allow declarer to 
pick up the rest of the suit, and the 
slam is no longer threatened. 


of the season — will mean 
that the international strik- 
er misses next Saturday’s 
vital game at Real Madrid. 

Atletico Madrid came 
back from a Compostela 
goal to play some of their 
best football of the season 
in a -LI home victory. 
Atletico are sixth but, with 
neighbours Real fully 16 
points ahead, their chances 
of retaining the title are 
looking increasingly slim. 

Many commentators feel 
that Radomir Antic is now 
concentrating his attention 
on next month's European 
Cup quaner-final against 


Ajax Amsterdam. 

The lie will round off a 
tough month for last year’s 
League and Cup double 
winners, who must also 
face Barcelona in a two- 
leg Spanish cup quarter- 
final. 

At the other end of the 
table former Argentine 
coach Carlos Bilardo was 
unable to make his debut 
on the bench for Sevilla 
because of league regula- 
tions. 

Instead he directed his 
team by mobile phone 
from the stands but had to 
endure the sight of fellow 


stragglers Zaragoza scor- 
ing a late goal ro win 2-1. 

The result allowed 
Zaragoza to climb out of 
the relegation zone for the 
first time in nearly three 
months, while Sevilla are 
second from bottom in a 
season in which four teams 
will automatically drop 
down to the second divi- 
sion. 

A match official was 
injured by an object 
thrown from the stands 
during the game in an inci- 
dent which might well cost 
Zaragoza the closure of the 
Romareda Stadium. 


Surprise your sweetheart.... 

We dare you! 

"...oh... thanks.../' 
"um...chocolate.,.wow" 

"oh. ..six roses...that / s two more than last year..." 

let us help you find 

an original gift solution for your loved one 
Happy Valentine's Day. 

O 

MMiTjiijjimiiTi iiu 


Jordan Design 
6 Trade Center 


Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM ■ 7:00 PM 
|Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas station! 
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Israel tightens 'copter 


security; leading figures 


discuss Lebanon options 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel has boosted security 
measures for its milirary 
helicopters following the 
mid-air collision between 
two of the aircraft which 
killed 75 soldiers, an army 
official said Monday. 

Air force commander 
General Eitan Ben Eliyahu 
also told reporters that the 
commission investigating 
last Tuesday's crash. Israel's 
worst military accident, is 
expected to issue its interim 
conclusions by the end of 
the week. 

Under new measures 
introduced after flights 
resumed this week. Gen. 
Ben Eliyahu has ordered 
that the distances between 
aircraft in flight is increased. 

“I can't permit these for- 
mations of the Yassour 2000 
helicopters to continue to fly 
as if nothing had happened, 
after what happened. But 
our aim is to establish per- 
manent norms to ensure the 
aircraft will perform their 
functions." Gen. Ben 
Eliyahu said. 

The two Yassour heli- 
copters crashed last Tuesday- 
evening while they were car- 
rying troop reinforcements 
ro Israel's self-declared 
"security zone" in South 
Lebanon. 

Despite initial reports that 
fog or rain may have been to 
blame for the collision, mil- 
itaiy sources say human 
error was a more likely 
cause. 

Gen. Ben Eliyahu said he 
was satisfied with the veter- 
an helicopter pilots and 
noted “the remarkable per- 
formances" of the Yassour 


2000. the Israeli version of 
the U.S. CH-53 Sikorsky. 

On Sunday, he flew as a 
co-pilot in one of the air- 
craft. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu also 
flew in a Yassour 2000 on 
the way to his summit 
Sunday night with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat at the Beit Hanoun 
border crossing between 
Israel and the Gaza Strip. 

Reserve General David 
Ivry. who is heading the 
inquiry, and other members 
of the commission also flew 
in the aircraft Sunday. 

The crash of the two 
Israeli helicopters may fuel 
debate in Israel about with- 
drawal from South Lebanon, 
but the Jewish state is 
unlikely to be diverted from 
its goals in the area, a 
Hizbollah official said 
Monday. 

The accident "will 
strengthen internal debate 
and the struggle inside occu- 
pied Palestine about the 
presence of Israeli troops in 
Lebanon, and it will 
increase the opinions calling 
for withdrawal.” the deputy 
secretary general of the 
Syrian-and Irani an -backed 
Hizbollah, Sheikh Naeem 
Qasim. told a Kuwaiti daily. 

“But 1 do not think it will 
be effective tin leading to a 
withdrawal ), because the 
Israeli leadership is search- 
ing for a way to benefit from 
the occupation in Lebanon," 
Sheikh Qasim told AJ Rai AI 
Aam. 

He said Israel is using the 
continued presence of its 
troops in a buffer strip in 


South Lebanon to push for a 
complete political agree- 
ment with Lebanon, and 
also to influence Syria, with 
whom peace talks stalled 
last year. 

“Most probably, the two 
aircrafts (crashed) were on a 
special and exceptional mis- 
sion and the order was not 
merely for a normal rota- 
tion" of troops in the buffer 
zone. Sheikh Qasim said. 

This was clear from the 
type of aircraft and the “elite 
units" of soldiers and offi- 
cers on board, as well as the 
amount of supplies and 
weaponry the two heli- 
copters were carrying, he 
stud. 

A debate inside Israel 
about the continued pres- 
ence of troops in southern 
Lebanon began after the 
crash, and was given further 
momentum when seven 
Israeli soldiers were wound- 
ed on Sunday in clashes 
with Hizbollah guerrillas. 

On Saturday, Israeli legis- 
lators from across the politi- 
cal spectrum met with for- 
mer security officials for an 
unprecedented discussion 
on a possible unilateral 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon. Israel Radio 
reported. 

The debare has crossed 
party lines and moved the 
issue of Lebanon to centre 
stage in Israeli politics. 

Mr. Netanyahu urged 
members of parliament and 
public figures not to talk 
about a unilateral withdraw- 
al. 

“This talk, during days of 
mourning and turbulent 
emotions, is likely to 


Rafsanjani spares U.S. as Irkn 
marks revolution anniversary 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Hundreds of thousands 
of Iranians took to the streets monday in a 
nationwide celebration of the 18th anniver- 
sary' of the Islamic revolution which toppled 
the pro-American shah. 

President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, iQ 
a speech at Azadi ( freedom) square, spared 
the United States from attack on the anniver- 
sary and instead listed Iron's "achievements" 
since the 1979 revolution. 

“Thanks to the revolution. Iran today is the 
most independent country in the world. 
Freedom here has reached a perfect level. We 
have made economic progress and our people 
have a greater hope for the future." he said. 

“We suffered to see western embassies run- 
ning our aff airs before the revolution and dic- 
tating their vi u\ of life to us." the president 
said. "Now we take all the decision our- 
selves." 

Mr. Rafsanjani praised the large turnout for 
the celebrations, saying it was like an "infi- 
nite ocean" and a mass vote in favour of the 
Islamic republic, founded by the Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Khomeini, the country's late spiritual 
leader who died in 19S9, had run his Islamic 
Revolutionary Council from France after 
being exiled in Iraq for 14 years for opposing 
the shah. 

He returned to a tumultuous welcome in 
Tehran on feb. 1. 1 979 after the shah had fled 
the previous month and just 10 days later, the 
government of Shapour Bakhtiar tell- 

In a rare move in Monday’s celebrations, 
Mr. Rafsanjani avoided launching an attack 
on the united states, a factor which has 
become a hallmark of political rallies in Iran 
since the revolution. 

His moderate tone was also in contrast to 
official propaganda over the past week direct- 
ed at the “Great Satan." a term used to 
describe the United States. 

A resolution read out to the crowd charged 
that “America is the chief among the world 
oppressors because of its support for Zionism 
and hostility toward Muslim nations,” 

"The Iranian Muslim people will direct its 
full revolutionary anger at the decaying 
empire of the great salan.” it added, voicing 
support for militants fighting Israel. 

Demonstrators, including many children, 
appeared relaxed and shouted few slogans 
against Israel and the United States, although 
many carried placards denouncing Iran’s two 
arch-enemies. 

The signs were mostly provided by the 
islamic coalition organisation, a powerful 
conservative political group backed the ruling 
Shiite Muslim clergy. 

Among the crowds, there were also many 
young Afghan refugees who work in Iran as 
manual labourers. 

Several groups of teenagers, wearing red 
and green headbands to mark their willing- 
ness to die for Islam, marched among the 
crowds chanting revolutionary slogans. 

T am here to defeat .America.” said a 10- 
year-old boy. Moh-en. repealing anti- 


American messages which have filled the air- 
waves in the past few days. But he said he 
was also there to enjoy himself and play with 
other children. 

Ali Akbar Hosseini. a parliament member 
who as a clergyman also hosts a television 
program on family morality, was leading a 
large group of relatives to the rally. 

“We are here to renew our allegience with 
Imam Khomeini in his crusade against deca- 
dence." he said. 

Pedlars took advantage of the occasion to 
sell colorful balloons, sandwiches and snacks 
as many families picnicked on the grass on a 
cold but sunny day. 

Relieved from the rigors of the fasting 
month of Ramadan, young men strolled 
around crackiQg sunflower seeds or smok- 
ing, and children munched on ice-cream 
cones. 

Iran’s main armed opposition group on 
Monday warned the country's Islamic gov- 
ernment that its days were numbered 18 
years after they both took part in the revolu- 
tion that toppled the Shah. 

“From a political, social and economic 
standpoint, the clerical readme is reaching the 
end of the line." said a statement received by 
afp in nicosia from Massud Rajavi. leader of 
the Baghdad-based Mujahedeen. 

Mr. Rajavi whose group took part in the 
Iraq uprising, praised the Iranian people for 
the “ami-monarchic" revolution. 

But he turned his wrath on his former allies, 
the clergy, who split with the Mujahedeen 
within a year of the revolution. 

"In our country 15 million people are 
unemployed three to four million are drug 
addicts and 25 million are homeless. The 
mullahs have plundered some S300 billion of 
oil wealth," said Mr. Rajavi. who also heads 
the national council of resistance of Iran. 

He accused the Islamic government of 
“stepping up oppression and exporting terror- 
ism.” saying 32 dissidents were executed 
abroad during 1996. 

The Mujahedeen broke ranks with the shi- 
ite clergy, after accusing the clerics of trying 
to monopolise power. 

Mr. Rajavi was barred from running for 
president, and Mujahedeen gatherings were 
attacked by groups of club-wielding diehard 
supporters of the clergy. 

The Mujahedeen responded by launching a 
bloody campaign against the government, 
killing 80 officials in a single bomb attack on 
the headquarters of the ruling Islamic 
Republic Pam 1 in June 1981. 

The mujahedeen’s military wing, the 
national liberation army, was created 10 years 
ago with the aim of overthrowing the islamist 
government in Tehran and its fighters fre- 
quently launch cross-border attacks from 
Iraq. 


encourage the terrorists in 
Lebanon to increase their 
attacks on Israeli soldiers.” 
Mr. Netanyahu said in a 
statement Sunday. 

“We are not in Lebanon to 
rule, but rather to ensure the 
security of the northern set- 
tlements. As long as this 
goal obligates our remaining 
in Lebanon, we will contin- 
ue to act in this manner." 

Seven Israeli soldiers in 
South Lebanon were 
wounded Sunday when 
Hizbollah guerrillas threw 
hand grenades and fired 
rifles at an Israeli outpost. 
Israel retaliated with air 
raids on suspected guerrilla 
hideouts and heavy artillery 
fire. 

Ten prominent figures met 
Saturday night, including 
Michael Eitan of the ruling 
Likud Party, and Gideon 
Ezra, a Likud lawmaker and 
former deputy chief of the 
Shin Bet security service 
responsible for undercover 
activity in South Lebanon. 

Also present was opposi- 
tion Labour Party legislator 
Yossi Beilin, who advocates 
unilateral Israeli withdrawal 
from South Lebanon and the 
replacement of Israeli forces 
with French or American 
troops. 

Mr. Eitan told the 
Associated Press that cur- 
rent army commanders are 
unwilling to change their 
policy in Lebanon because 
they were involved in the 
decisions which led to the 
current involvement. 

“We want a fresh look at 
the situation, untrammelled 
by the past," he said. 


Germans 
in festive 
mood, but 
with a bit 


of politics 

A car depicting the 
planned single 
European currency/ 
"Euro," parades 
through the streets 
of Mainz during car- 
nival festivities on 
Monday. The sign in 
front reads "Euro — 
We don't give a 
damn," reflecting 
the mood of many 
Germans vis-a-vis 
the European 

Union's moves 
towards a single cur- 
rency for all its 
members by the year 
1999 (Reuters photo) 



Saddam plans elite security force 


AMMAN (AFP) — Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein has delegated a special 
committee to creaie a new elite armed force 
within three months, Iraqi sources in 
Amman said Monday. 

According to the sources, the elite group, 
of which the Iraqi president will be the top 
commander, will be led by Qusai. his 
youngest son. 

The body will be formed from the units of 
all the forces of the army — land, air and 
sea — security services, the Republican 
Guard, emergency units, the Fedayeen 
militia, and the security forces of the presi- 
dent and of the Military Industrialisation 
Organisation. 

The force is to be named “the Army of 
. Qadissiyeh and Umm Al Maarek.” accord- 
ing to the same sources. 

Iraq used the term ‘^Qadissiyeh." the name 
of an Arab victory over the Persians in the 
7th century, for the 1980-1988 war against 
Iran, and “Umm Al Maarek" (mother of all 
battles) for the 1991 Gulf war over Kuwait. 


The new unit was set up after a number of 
defections in the army and amid concern in 
the security services following the serious 
wounding on Dec. 12 in Baghdad of the 
eldest son of the Iraqi president. Uday. 

The Iraqi president wants a new force to 
guarantee total loyalty, according to the 
sources. 

Qusai Saddam Hussein, in direct line to 
succeed the president, will head the com- 
mittee that will include Izzat Al Duri and 
Samir Abdul Aziz Najem, two members of 
the Revolutionary Command Council, 
Iraq's highest ruling body. 

The special guard will oversee the 
Republican Guard and the emergency 
forces. The Fedayeen forces have been 
managed by General Mezham Al Saab 
since their commander Uday was injured, 
the same sources reported. 

According to the sources, the different 
corps of the Iraqi army have held manoeu- 
vres in the north and south of the counny to 
select the best units for the new force. 



People gather in Azadi square in Tehran on Friday to celebrate the 18th anniversary of the Iranian revolu- 
tion (AFP photo) 


Israelis debate amnesty for Jewish extremists 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — A pos- 
sible amnesty for Jews 
jailed for ami- Arab attacks 
has unleashed a heated 
debate in Israel on Sunday 
as the government prepared 
to free women Palestinian 
prisoners convicted of anti- 
Israeli attacks. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has said" that 
Israel would soon release 23 
women prisoners, who were 
due to have been freed more 
than a year ago under peace 
accords signed between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

He also proposed a study 
by Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman on the “feasibility 
of freedom for Jews con- 
victed for nationalist 
motives," according to gov- 
ernment officials. 

Mr. Netanayahu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat are due to meet on 
Sunday at Erez crossing 
between Israel and the Gaza 
to discuss various outstand- 
ing issues on the peace 


process, including the fate 
of Palestinian prisoners. 

Israel's supreme court, 
rating on an appeal against 
their release by a group rep- 
resenting “victims of terror- 
ism," ordered the suspen- 
sion of all prisoner releases 
until Monday, court sources 
said. 

The ruling appears to be 
little more than symbolic as 
the Palestinian women, four 
of whom were involved in 
deadly attacks against 
Israelis, are not due to be 
released until Tuesday or 
Wednesday, according to a 
Netanyahu aide. 

Michael Kleiner, a deputy 
in Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud 
Party, lodged a petition with 
Mr. Weizman two weeks 
ago signed by 13 deputies 
demanding the liberation of 
12 Jewish prisoners. 

They include Ami Poper. 
who killed seven Palestinian 
workers and injured a dozen 
others in a shooting spree 
near Tel Aviv in May 1990. 


and Yorain Shkolnick, who 
was convicted in 1993 for 
killing a Palestinian after 
tying his hands up in a 
Jewish settlement near 
Hebron in the West Bank. 

Mr. Kleiner said the peti- 
tion raised the “problem of 
equality between Jew's and 
Arabs, while the Arabs 
killed in cold bloood and 
the Jews acted through 
strong emotions and only as 
a response." 

but Uzi Benziman, writing 
an editorial in the liberal 
newspaper Haaretz. 

described the possible 
amnesty as “racist" and “yet 
another attack on the rule of 
law by the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment.” 

“(An amnesty) encour- 
ages Jews to kill Arabs by 
promising them impunity." 
he said, adding that if the 
logic of the amnesty was 
followed through, even Ygal 
Amir, the Jewish extremist 
who assassinated former 
pRime Ministei Yitzhak 


Rabin in November 1995, 
could go free. 

Yuval Genbar, a 
researcher for Betselem, the 
human rights organisation 
in the Palestinian territories, 
opposed any plans to free 
the Israelis because they 
had nor been judged "with 
the same severity as the 
Palestinians, whose convic- 
tions were not done accord- 
ing to international judicial 
standards.” 

However, Fred Shkolnic. 

, H lher - of Yoranx 

Shkolnik, said the families 
of the Jewish prisoners 
deplored the “flagrant dis- 
crimination between Arab 
and Jewish detainees." 

Ofra Poper. the sister of 
Kmir Poper, said in an inter- 
vrew with Maariv newspa- 
per that there should not be 
one law for the Jews and 
another for Arabs. 

"All the Jews should be 
freed the same day as the 
Palestinians." she said 


Would-be suicide 
drops in for coffee, 
creams man 


TEL AVIV (R) — Max 
Dadashvili was drinking coffee 
at an Israeli cafe when a would- 
be suicide dropped in. 
Dadashvili. 26. ended up in 1 
hospital with a broken back.- 
The 72 -year-old man who., 
jumped on him from a balcony . 
three storeys above him got up- 
unscaihecL “1 looked very care-: 
fully before Ileapt to make sura , 
I wouldn't fall on roraebody,”v 
the Yedioth Ahronoth newspai^ 
per on Monday quoted tfei* 
jumper telling police after t».- 
weekend incident in the atrium ; 
of a Swank Tel Aviv shopping 
and apartment complex. 
Interviewed from his hospital 
bed, Dadashvili, photographed 
in a neck brace, sounded an 
ironic note. “I have to lie here 
for six weeks, without mov- 
ing” he said “1 am not angry 
but I don’t understand why it 
was my neck he had to jump 
on. What rotten luck: nothing 
happens to a person who wants 
to die but 1 want to live and I get 
whacked." Police told the 
newspaper they are considering 
whether to file assault charges 
against the jumper, who tried to 
flee the scene, only to be 
stopped by stunned wimesses. 


£ Corrupt’ casinos 
barred from India’s 
erotic temple town 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — An 
Indian staie has put off plans to 
build casinos in a town famous 
for its erotic art following mass 
protests, the United News of 
India (UNI) reported Monday. 
The government of Madhya 
Pradesh state was considering 
opening the casinos in 
Khajuraho, home to a cluster of 
exotic Indian temples dedicated 
to the an of love. UNI said the 
proposal had been opposed 
both by residents and opposi- 
tion parties in Khajuraho 
although it was backed by the 
hotel .and tourism industry. It 
added th3t the state government 
had second thoughts because of 
the opposition. “We will not 
allow gambling in the town," 
the news agency quoted Prem 
Prakash, a shopkeeper, as say- 
ing. Another resident added: “A 
casino will corrupt out society.” 
Some 200.000 Indian and for- 
eign tourists annually visit the 
temples at Khajuraho. some 
sculptures depict the Hindu 
dictionary of erotica, the Kama 
Sutra, while others portray 
pomographical postures. An 
unnamed hotel manager said 
foreign tourists would stay 
longer in Khajuraho if there 
were casinos. 


Rio carnival 
on high gear 


RIO DE JANEIRO (Rl — Rio 
de Janeiro’s carnival shifted 
into top gear as Fonald Fuck. 
Parrot Joe Carioca and a flood 
of other Disney characters 
kicked off the first of two dusk- 
to-dawn parades by Rio’s 
Samba school elite. The enor- 
mous cartoon-figure replicas 
delighted the crowds packed 
into Rio’s 70.0CX)-capadiy 
Samba drome Stadium, but die 
g-string-clad, bare-breasted 
dancing girls Rio's carnival 
orgy is famous for were notice- 
ably absent from the opening 
act- Disney agreed to finance 
much of the parade by the 
Academicos da Rocinha 
Samba School from Latin 
America’s largest shantytown 
on the condition that there 
would be no nudity. 
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Camilla’s ex says she 
can wed Charles 


LONDON (R) — The former 
husband of Camilla Parker 
Bowles has told friends he 
hopes his ex-wife will win pub- 
lic acceptance and many 
Prince Charles, heir to the 
British throne, the Sunday 
Express newspaper reported. 

Andrew Parker Bowles has 
confided that he believes public 
opinion should support the 
prince in his dream of one day 
toaking Camilla his wife." said 
toe paper, The paper said 
retired army officer Pinker 
Bowles — ai one time the 
nation’s best-known cuckold 
reantiy surprised friends at 
a dinner party by saying: They 
would certainly have my bless- 
ing." 
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